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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE THIRD CONGRESS of the International Union of 
Architects is to take place in Lisbon from September 20 to - 
Dp. 


THE SUGGESTION that full-time architectural education 
should extend only to the end of the third year, and be followed 
by three years’ office work, supplemented by evening study, ts 


made in a letter by Mr. Raglan Squire. 


p. 48 


A PRELIMINARY STUDY of measures to reduce housing 
costs and of the development of the building industry has been 


published by the UN Economic Commission for Europe. 


p. 65 


THE TEXT of the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments 
Bill, 1953, which is intended to give the Government powers to 
assist in the preservation of buildings of outstanding historic 
and architectural merit, has just been published. The Bill has 
received a second reading. 


A CIRCULAR on the amendment of the financial provisions of 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, as it relates to 


transactions in land, has been issued by the Minister of as 
D. 


THE DECISIONS made by the National Federation of Building 


Trades Operatives at its annual conference held recently, - 
p. 


IN THE FIRST FIVE MONTHS of 1953, 118,706 permanent 
houses were completed compared with 90,498 in the same 


period of 1952, according to the latest housing summary < 
D. 


and Local Government. 


given on 


sented to Parliament. 


p. 67 


THE COST OF HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 


THE House Construction Costs report of the UN Economic 

Commission for Europe,* abstracts from_ which are 
printed on page 65, is an interesting and factual document 
provocative of thought. Based as it is upon information 
derived from many countries of Europe, including at least 
one beyond the Iron Curtain, it relates only in part to British 
conditions, except by way of comparison. The report makes 
“no attempt to discuss all the factors which, directly or 
indirectly, influence building costs,” but concentrates on the 
three related factors of technical the organisation of 
demand for the products of the building industry and organisa- 
tion of the building industry itself. 


However, this concentration, necessary and desirable 
perhaps in the sober deliberations of an economic sub-com- 
mittee, rather naturally reduces to a cold intellectual study 
a matter which affects the very pulse of a nation such as ours. 
Few would deny the effect which the published target of 
300,000 houses had upon the last Parliamentary election, and 
we think we may be forgiven for attempting to put the 
technical facts presented by this repert back into the sur- 
rounding circumstances which apply at least in this country. 


House building costs are a domestic problem striking at 
the roots of family life, with social consequences far beyond 
the mere technical sphere. Rent restrictions. and similar 
controls as we know them are at most a palliative and sadly 
unequal in their impact. Despite the generally accepted 
higher material standard of life amongst “ the masses,” one 
does not need to be a sociologist or an economist to see that 
rents and repayments absorb far too high a proportion of the 
incomes of far too many young couples to-day. House 
building is much too expensive a business, and, in face of this 
basic fact, governmental encouragements to save will continue 
to carry little weight. 


The report, whilst proffering some explanations, records 
that, unlike engineering, the building industry has not so far 
been able to use technical development effectively to reduce 
building costs. “‘ Nevertheless, changes are now beginning 
to occur and the building industry has a prospect of developing 
along lines similar in principle to those of mass production 
industries.” One may pray to be delivered from the day when 
the home is replaced by a standard “ living unit,”’ inhabited 
by standard “ population units,” but one cannot ignore the 
analogy of the popular motor car, which was only made 
possible by the development of standardised factory methods. 


The technique of prefabrication is described in the report 
as the principal advance in building methods in recent years, 
perhaps still potential rather than actual. We may believe 
that prefabrication, like so many interesting structural develop- 
ments, is not the answer to every problem, and yet hold 
firmly to the belief that it will be the only answer to some of 
our most pressing problems, though perhaps not immediately 
and in every case to the problem of cost reduction. The 
latter must depend upon further intensive development of 
sound, flexible methods of prefabrication and their wider use, 
but the Hertfordshire example for one has shown that pre- 
fabricated methods can at least get schools built where tradi- 
tional methods lag behind. 

What, then, is the situation so far as technical advance in 
the construction and organising of house building in this 
country is concerned ? Most of the advances since the war 
have been made by or on behalf of the local authorities. 
Apart from rebuilding of war-damaged properties, they have 
been responsible for the greater part of the housing programme. 
Many of them have taken advantage of the rights reserved 
to them of exemption from their own by-laws to experiment 
in building techniques and organisation. The recent altera- 
tion of the licensing regulations may result in more private 





® United Nations, Economic Commission for Europe. Geneva, 1953. 
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houses being built, but it seems unlikely at present to result 
either in any marked reduction in building costs, other than 
those which arise from organisation, or in any significant 
advance in building technique. One reason for this view 
lies in the fact that local authority housing is normally organ- 
ised in comparatively large programmes, with economically 
sized contracts and to established and known standards. By 
comparison, private housing is carried on in penny numbers, 
frequently with the individual purchaser insisting on his 
own personal requirements either of finishes or even of the 
major elements of design. 


A second and highly significant factor which operates against 
technical advances in the private house building field is the 
method of financing. The vast majority of private houses 
are built only with the financial aid of the building societies. 

Yet, for reasons which on a short view may be com- 
mercially sound, the building societies have set their faces 
against houses of any advanced “ modern” design and, more 
serious still, against non-traditional forms of structure. No 
doubt they can find all the outlet they need for their available 
finance in estates of solid bricks and tiles, but this ultra- 
conservative attitude constitutes a major obstacle to the 
necessary development of modern techniques, which in turn 
will hamper or eventually hamstring completely the develop- 
ment of prefabricated housing. That such an obstacle 
may check the export possibilities of prefabricated buildings 
is in itself a major calamity, but that it should arise from 
misconception of the kernel of the problem—design, appear- 
ance and durability of prefabricated methods—is even worse. 
Opposition should be examined in the light of the best 
technical achievement. Architectural sympathy will achieve 
more in the long run than architectural prejudice. 


“SMOG” AND THE ARCHITECT 


‘THE Government has decided to set up a committee under 

an independent chairman to undertake a comprehensive 
review of the causes and effects of air pollution, and to con- 
sider what further preventive measures are practicable. The 
appointment of the committee was announced by the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government in reply to a short debate in the House of 
Commons in May in which: attention was drawn to the 
very grave effects of the great fogs which afflicted London and 
other large centres of population last winter. It is estimated 
that the fog of last December was responsible for some 4,000 
deaths in the Greater London area alone; that, at least, is 
the excess of deaths during the two weeks following the fog 
over the number anticipated from the general trend of the 
weeks immediately preceding the fog. 


This appalling loss of human life is quite sufficient in itself 
to justify the fullest investigation into causes and possible 
remedies. Unfortunately, the noxious combination of smoke 
and fog—now widely nicknamed “ smog”—is only an 
aggravated condition of an almost permanent condition of 
atmospheric pollution in the larger towns of Britain. This 
pollution of the air we breathe, it was stated in the 
Commons debate, is responsible for more deaths every year 
than the state of our roads. Its effects on the health and 
efficiency of large numbers of city dwellers are, of course, 
incalculable. So, too, are its economic effects, though every 
architect and builder is familiar with its effect on paint and 
brickwork and the damage it has caused to the masonry of 
some of our finest buildings. 


This is a human and material loss which the nation ought 
not to tolerate, and the Government’s committee of inquiry 
deserves the good wishes of all. But there is no need to wait 
for the committee’s report before taking steps to deal with 
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the situation. The Government have indeed already taken 
the lead by recommending local authorities to instal modem 
fuel-burning appliances in their own houses, and by aski 
them to make similar installations a condition of buildi 
licences for private enterprise houses. The Public Health 
Act, 1936, moreover, contains valuable provisions for the 
prevention of smoke nuisances, and—in spite of certain 
defects—these powers ought to be more widely used. Among 
these powers is a provision enabling local authorities to make 
by-laws requiring the provision in new buildings, other than 
private houses, of ‘‘ such arrangements for heating or cooking 
as are calculated to prevent or reduce the emission of smoke.” 
The provisions of the Public Health Act have been supple- 
mented in some areas by local Act requirements. Many 
local Acts now forbid the installation in any building, whether 
new or existing, of any furnace for steam raising or for any 
manufacturing or trade purpose unless such furnace is so far 
as practicable capable of being operated continuously without 
emitting smoke. The weakness of this requirement, as of 
the by-law making power, is that it concentrates on commer- 
cial and industrial buildings; yet figures given in the Post- 
War Building Study on the heating and ventilation of dwellings 
indicate that the domestic consumption of coal is also a 
major source of atmospheric pollution. 


Of greater value, therefore, is the provision contained in 
some local Acts for the establishment of smokeless zones in 
which the emission of smoke from any building may be 
prohibited after a fixed date. The smokeless zone provision 
has another advantage : it does not require the installation of 
equipment which may or may not be properly used, but 
penalises the actual emission of smoke. The relevant local 
Acts, however, recognise the necessity for proper equipment, 
and enable the local authorities to make grants to assist the 
owners and occupiers of buildings in smokeless zones in 
carrying out any necessary work to prevent the discharge of 
smoke. But it takes time to establish a smokeless zone; 
although a dozen or more important local authorities have 
obtained the necessary statutory powers since the war, only 
two zones have actually been established—these are in 
Coventry and Manchester. Sometimes, too, there is the 
resistance of local property owners to be overcome ; for 
instance, at Hull last year the local property owners’ associa- 
tion were responsible for getting the necessary clause thrown 
out of a local Bill at a town’s meeting. This was clearly 
short-sighted because they of all people should be anxious 
to protect their property from the ravages of atmospheric 
pollution. Unfortunately, it may be some years before the 
Hull Corporation promote another Bill in Parliament. ‘The 
incident suggests that there is a strong case for national 
legislation conferring general enabling powers on_ local 
councils, subject to the safeguard contained in the local Act 
provisions for a public local inquiry into any objections. 


Legislation apart, however, much can be done by way of 
voluntary action, and in this direction architects and builders 
can exercise considerable influence. In designing new build- 
ings, architects will do well to consider the desirability of 
installing modern fuel-burning equipment ; even if existing 
legislation does not require such equipment in the particular 
locality concerned, there is every possibility that such legisla- 
tion will come into force in the future. Action now can save 
considerable expense to the building owner later on. For 
those architects and others who wish to consider the technical 
aspects of the <ubject there is an excellent new book*, reviewed 
on page 53, which deals with the causes and nature of smoke 
pollution and with the available remedies. Here we would say 
that it will fully repay study by architects and others co0- 
cerned with this grave social and economic problem. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


LCC RECEPTION 


A REMARKABLE CROSS-SECTION 
of London foregathered at County 
Hall on Monday night when the Queen, 
accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh 
and other members of the Royal Family, 
was present at the annual reception of the 
London County Council. Ralph Knott’s 
building stood up well to the job of 
accommodating the 1,500 guests who 
circulated round the principal fioor, 
where they were able to see various 


exhibitions—including one showing the © 


presentation of architecture and others of 
photographs of the Council’s Royal guests 
from 1897 to date, and of colour prints 
of old London theatres and pleasure 
gardens (Vauxhall Gardens, in 1837, 
with claret at 12s. a bottle and sugar at 
6d. a plate could not be reckoned al- 
together cheap though a chicken at 4s. 
makes the modern mouth water). The 
Council’s silver plate was on view, but 
nothing quite equalled in rococo magni- 
ficence the Crystal Palace brass band 
trophy, designed by an architect, S. J. 
Nicoll, in which every pennyweight of 
1,000 guineas’ worth of gold must have 
been on view. Dancing in the Conference 
Room and Gilbert and Sullivan and Lehar 
on the floodlit terrace, beautifully be- 
flowered, drew many. 

The Queen’s speech, acknowledging 
the references to her by the chairman, 
Mr. Arthur Middleton, as “‘ a Londoner 
born and bred,”’ was relayed round the 
building, and before she left the Queen 
knighted Mr. Middleton. Altogether a 


notable evening. 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


THe Turrp Concress of the Inter- 
national Union of Architects will be 
taking place in Lisbon from September 20 
to 27. All British architects have been 
invited to participate, and the Bank of 
England has authorised a certain amount 
of extra foreign currency to be set aside 
for this purpose. 

Those attending the Congress will 
include Mr. C. H. Aslin, who will act 
as chairman of the School Construction 
Working Group, and Professor Gordon 
Stephenson and Mr. Mark Hartland 
‘Thomas as rapporteurs for the working 

roups dealing respectively with town 

inning and modular co-ordination. "The 
Hon. Godfrey Samuel will serve on the 
Co-ordinating Committee of the Congress. 

A programme containing the agenda 
and details of the social functions has been 
published, and those wishing to attend 
should contact the Secretary of the 
RIBA, 


DVISER ON US SCULPTURE 


Mr. Jacos Epstetn, the sculptor, has 
agreed to become an adviser on sculpture 
» the Foundation of Art of New York. 
e Foundation.is to award annual cash 
prizes for work in various fields. 


oT. ANNE’S, SOHO 


‘THE: east wall of St. Anne’s, Soho, 
which, with the tower and the Church 
House, was all that survived the war-time 
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BUILDING APPRENTICES AWARDS.—The photograph shows the four 
winners of scholarships made to apprentices in the building industry under the Buildii 
Apprenticeship and Training Council Scheme, who received their Certificates of Award 
from the Minister of Works, Sir David Eccles, on Fune 30. Left to-right : Mr. F.C. 
Cox, secretary of the BATCS, N. Williams, E. W. Tanner, Sir David Eccles. Sir 
Frederick Leggatt, chaitman of the Council, D. Dodd, and L. J. Chapman 





bombing of the church, is now being 
demolished. The memorials to William 
Hazlitt and Theodore, King of Corsica, 
are to be preserved. In recent months 
St. Anne’s became vested in the London 
Diocesan Board of Finance and, except 
for the tower, it is to be demolished. 
The site will be sold. The church dates 
from 1686, and the tower from 1802. 


GUIDE TO BUILDING CONTRACT 


OVER THE YEARS architects, surveyors and 
builders have had good cause to look upon 
“The Annotation of the RIBA Standard 
Form of Building Contract”? by Walker 
Smith and Close as an invaluable standard 
guide to the legal complexities of the con- 
tract. 

This book was published in 1939 and 
many amendments to the Standard Form 





COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, JULY 13 

Housinc CENTRE.—Opening of Housing Week for 
Schools. County Hall, SE1. 10.30 a.m. Continuing 
until July 17. 

Sociery oF GraPHIC ARTISTS.—Twenty-seventh 
Exhibition. Royal Institute Galleries, 195, Piccadilly, 
Wi. 10am.—5 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JULY 14 

RIBA.—Travelling exhibition, “‘ Home and Sur- 
roundings.”’ Shrewsbury Technical College. Con- 
tinuing until July 25. 

MopbuLar SocrETY.—Visit to Wokingham Secondary 
Modern School. Meet at the school, 5 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1% 

RIBA.—Travelling exhibition, “Home and Sur- 
roundings.” Guildford House, High-street, Guildford. 
Continuing until July 30. 

Lonpon Soctery.—Annual meeting and an address 
by the Dean of Westminster. Cheyneygates, 
Westminster Abbey. 5.30 p.m. 


FRIDAY, JULY 17 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Annual prize-giving 
and exhibition. 36, Bedford-square, WC1. 3.30 p.m. 





of Contract have been made since then. 
The news that an enlarged and up-to-date 
edition of this work has now been prepared 
and will be published shortly will therefore 
be received with satisfaction by those 
whose responsibilities are coricerned with 
building contracts. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The address of Messrs. FRANK A. 
PARTNERS, architects and surveyors, is mth Baker 
street, London, W1. Tel.: Welbeck 3711/2. 


Mp. R. E. Ottey, FIAS, FIQS; has taken i . 
nership Mr. J, Boyp, ARICS, and the worn ane 7 
continue at 14, Dale-street, Liverpool under the 
style of Messrs, R. E. OLLEY AND PARTNERS quantity 
surveyors. ’ 


Messrs. L. D. BentLey, AR ‘ALL, 
ARICS, are now in che mnt yeep of 
MEssRS. WHITTALL AND BENTLEY, A/ARICS, chartered 
quantity surveyors, at 2/3, Warwick-court, Gray's Inn 
London, WCi (tel. : ene 2406) and 8, High- 
street, Croydon (tel.: Croydon 4097). 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 


Saturday, Fily 9, 1853 


THE WESTMINSTER NEW Bri _ 
This Bill has been read 8 or og 
passed in the Commons. Great. dis- 
satisfaction was expressed in to 
the lowness of the headway, and that this 
should be the case “merely. for the 
ornament of the new palace.””. Sir William 
Molesworth said, that at present the 
bridge was sufficiently expansive for the 
traffic of the river, and the 
bridge would have an arch of a 
span. The opinion of the ablest authori- 
ties had been taken on the subject, both 
with reference to the traffic over the bridge 
and the traffic under it. He admitted 
that one point in his consideration (very 
properly so, too) had been the effect of the 
bridge upon the appearance of the two 
Houses of Parliament, which had cost 
the country 2,000,000/. :, 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


“ PLANNING OF BUILDING 
OPERATIONS ”’ 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am in full agreement with the 
Memorandum issued by the Quantity 
Surveyors’ Committee of the RICS 
published in The Builder of July 3. It 
seems to me, however, that this is ad- 
mittedly a “ high level’’ approach to the 
subject, which lacks a glance towards the 
“‘ low level’’ contributions. It may well 
b> that the Committee have had before them 
all the “ low level’’ data obtainable, but 
that space does not permit mention of 
what may seem to some to be points of 
minor importance. 

On the subject that “It is only team 
work that can operate plans efficiently on 
construction works,’’ I am not a little 
surprised that no mention is made in the 
Memorandum of the need for quantity 
surveyors to know the facts about the 
majority of construction sites at a very 
early point in their work. My submission 
is that the work of their colleagues, the 
land surveyors, in the precise information 
gathered about sites is worthy of mention ; 
without precise and proper information, 
in many cases with close detail, the 
quantity surveyor is inevitably forced to 
** allow for,’’ or presume. 

I freely admit that no two sites are alike, 
and at the same time agree that not on all 
sites is there always the need for precision 
in measuring and presentation of data. 
The planning of building operations, if 
efficiency and speed are to prevail and 
economy to be pursued, must originate 
from precise data regarding the sité upon 
which work is to be carried out, as well 
as the other obviously essential con- 
tributions. 

This ‘“‘ down to the earth’’ investiga- 
tion, if not properly made in the light of 
the quantity surveyor’s requirements, has 
been known to upset many a well-laid 


plan. Not only is this a matter for the 
quantity surveyor, it affects everyone 


throughout the construction works—the 
contractor, the sub-contractors and the 
men who actually build. 

An essential need within Items (1), 
(3), (4) and (5) of the Committee’s ‘‘ Sum- 
mary of Reasons for Pre-Planning’’ is to 
ensure that precise information of the site 
sufficient for the quantity surveyor and 
all other parties to see exactly the work to 
be done and to know precisely where 
to build it, is available at the onset. 
Estimating and taking-off quantities from 
eighth-scale plans which are not fully 
dimensioned is recognised by many to be 
a throw-over from the struggling past. 

Without doubt, however, until the 
obstacles mentioned by the Committee 
under ‘‘ Removal of Obstacles’’ are 
appropriately dealt with, few would use 
time and money on over-delayed or 
tentative ventures. An uneconomic dan- 
ger in this throw-over from the past— 
that of the quantity surveyor being forced 
to work to “ near-enough’”’ drawings— 
unhappily still arises because of the very 
obstacles listed in the Memorandum. 

GorDOoN 'TOMALIN. 
1, Gower-street, WC1. 
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ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—There is great debate at the 

present time in architectural circles 

or the question of the best way to train 
an architect. 

Fifty years ago, the architectural school 
was an innovation and the accepted way 
of becoming an architect was through 
serving under articles in the office of a 
practising architect. Since that time, the 
pendulum has been swinging away from 
articled training towards the full-time day 
school and, to-day, it is almost auto- 
matically accepted as a fact that the best 
training is a five-year full-time course at a 
day school. It is even being suggested 
in some quarters that a further year should 
be added to these full-time studies. As 
it takes another year or two of office 
experience, after leaving day school, 
before a man is of any real use either to 
his employer, or to his clients, perhaps 
it is time we sat back and considered this 
question before the pendulum of thought 
swings us into a position where it may 
take eight years from the time a young 
man makes up his mind to become an 
architect before he becomes a_ useful 
member of his profession. 

An alternative to the full-time day 
school is to be found by working in an 
office during the day and studying for 
the RIBA external examinations at night 
school. This is a hard and onerous 
undertaking, and it can be argued that 
five or six years of night school attendance 
after a full day’s work in an office may not 
allow sufficient time for the free play of 
a young man’s imagination around the 
deeper aspects of architecture. 

I believe that a compromise solution 
might be possible whereby the full-time 
architectural course of day schools could 
take students to Intermediate stage only, 
and that after that they should enter 
public or private offices where they can 
obtain real and genuine experience of 
building work in progress, meanwhile 
spending two or three years working in 
the evenings on the academic side before 
taking their final examination. This 
procedure would have three beneficial 
results : 

(1) The financial load on parents of 
providing funds for a full five- or six- 
year day school course would be con- 
siderably reduced. 

(2) The man himself would become a 
useful member of his profession earlier, 
and this would be good both for his self- 
respect and for society generally. 

(3) When, after passing his Final 
examination, he is granted his Associate- 
ship of the Institute, he would already have 
had two or three years’ experience in the 
day-to-day problem of getting a building 
up to time and at the right cost. 

RAGLAN Squire [FRIBA, MSIA]. 


3, Hobart-place, SW1. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—There can be no doubt that Mr. 
W. W. J. Trollope, LRIBA, who 
writes in your issue of June 28, is licensed 
to practise architecture, and it is dis- 
ingenuous for one so honoured to suggest 
that my letter in your issue of June 19 
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“is so patently naive and inexperienced 
that it scarcely warrants comment ”’ when 
I merely stated the obvious about archi. 
tectural practice to-day, which is thy 
architectural practitioners conduct their 
activities on the same economic basis 3 
do building contractors in turning ove 


and accumulating their capital by employ. / 


ing third parties for profit. 
Contemporary architectural 
thus at loggerheads with the schools of archi- 
tecture, whose aims are the training of inde. 
pendent professional men and women quali- 
fied and eager to perform a personal service 
for an honorarium, more than one such 
aggregating over the year to a competence, 
Mr. Trollope went on to refer to “ altruistic 
considerations”’ which tempted him to 


labour to improve my understanding. This | 


reference turns out to be but.a euphemism 
for self-interest, for in his last paragraph, 
when examining his raison d’étre, instead of 
posing the question, ‘‘ Why do I practise?” 
Mr. Trollope asks himself: “‘ Why do I run 
(my italics) a practice?” Shades of Mr. 
Proudie running the See of Barchester or any 
business man running his firm ! 


practice js 


The fact is, Mr. Trollope expects a naivety : 


and lack of experience in the readership of 


The Builder by so ardently defending his © 


vested interest in the employment of “‘ quali- | 
fied” architectural assistants and attempting | 


to paint a rosy picture of the secure irresponsi- 


bility of the assistant and then artfully com- “ 
paring it to the alleged hazardous rigours of 


the life of a principal. Most architectural 


firms choose anonymity in advertising for © 


staff, and in the best commercial spirit put 


their vacancies up to auction by making ita © 
condition that applicants are to “ state salary 7 
Even the workmen get the rate © 


required.” 
for the job. 


Finally, I am happy to assure Mr. Trollope © 
that I am neither an architect nor an archi- 7 
tectural assistant but just a long-standing 7 


reader of The Builder. 
C. R. Vinycoms. 
54, Wickstead-avenue, 
Leagrave, Luton. 


“CAN’T WE ALL GET TOGETHER?” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Captain Kitchin need have no | 
“the # 


diffidence about advancing 
germ of an idea’’ (The Builder, June 12). 


He is too well remembered from the days 


when he presided over the London 
Region of the Ministry of Works for us 
not to take very seriously a suggestion 
from him. I also can recall his success 
in the war-time South-Western Region, 
and any practical conclusions drawn by 
him from both types of experience are 
such that the industry would be excessively 
foolish to disregard them. 


I share Captain Kitchin’s belief that | 


there is, in fact, a need for breaking down 
barriers and for greater willingness to see 
and meet the other fellow’s point of view. 
I am not, however, certain that he has 
not in his direct approach neglected a 
number of factors to which Mr. Wood- 
bine Parish in my judgment has given, 
perhaps, an excessive weight. 

Captain Kitchin wrote as if the whole 
problem was only one of bringing in- 
dividuals together. In my experience 
there is, in fact, a great deal of camaraderie 
among individuals connected with buiid- 
ing, whether they be on the professional, 
commercial or operative side : but Captain 
Kitchin does, I think, ignore the import- 
ance of the various organisations which 
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repr ent the sectors of the industry. 


t archi. Wit) out a co-operative attitude on their 
is that part any “get together’’ of individuals 
t their is likely to be stillborn and the attitude 
ais as of inisations is apt to be inflexible. 
Z Over | find myself in this correspondence 
mploy. in ungrateful position of urging the 
ee middle course. Captain Kitchin, in my 
rp: 8 opinion, in coming straight to the indivi- 
Can dua!, disregards the influence and vested 
qual interest of the organisation ; Mr. Wood- 
service bu Parish, for whose views I have 
e such always the greatest respect, goes in my 
etence, view a little far in the direction of abasing 
truistic himself before those graven images, the 
um to @® representative organisations of the industry. 
i Captain Kitchin’s idea is sound in 
agraph, essence. The . basis of our civilisation 
tead of and of our policy is, and please God will 
tise ?” ng remain, the individual. In making 
> 1 run his appeal to that individual Captain 
f Mrs. Kitchin’s instinct is sound. Neverthe- 
or any less, the individual serves his interests 
best by co-operation through representa- 
rai vety PS, ii = 
hip of tive organisations and if, as I think he 
ng his § should, he supports Captain Kitchin’s 
quali, @@ idea of greater co-operation, he should 
npting @ make his determination effective not only 
ponsi- @ through individual action, as Captain 
‘com- | Kitchin suggests, but through the organ- 
urs of FF ication of which he is a member and which 
ye : should be his servant and not his master. 
it put | D. C. MALLaAM. 
ig ita & Artillery House, SW1. 
salary © ; 
e rate | " 
ollope ‘ To the Editor of The Builder 
archi- & IR,—Mr. G. K. Cooper’s comments 
nding | on the article ‘‘Can’t we all get 
@ together ?”’ will bring encouragement to 
MB. ™ those interested in the well-being and 
= future prosperity of the building industry. 
q ‘The inter-dependence of all branches 
“Re” a otf the industry, both professional and 
ees chnical, while fully appreciated by most 
= of those engaged in the industry is not 
» no mg @Ways so readily recognised by those on 
“the fringe, and in this connection it 1s 
12), | encouraging to read Mr. Cooper's com- 
davs & ments on the valuable contribution which 
ndon ‘O-contractors make in carrying out 
rk both efficiently and in the minimum 
a r time. ; 
stion 
ccess Recent statements from other quarters 
gion, € attempted to discredit this view, 
n by igh it is well known and accepted by 
we better elements of the industry. 
ively @ P. C. Forp, Managing Director, 
ts F J. J. Etridge, Junr., Ltd. 
a: : llybush-place, E2. 
Aa CLARIFICATION OF SMM 
has @ To the Editor of The Builder 
da & kk, —Consideration has now been given 
pod- & > to the many replies received in 
ven, § mse to the Committee’s notices in 
Builder, inviting suggestions for 
hole ; sideration or clarification of specific 


in- in the Standard Method of Measure- 


once of Building Works and comments 
jerie the question of general simplification. 
uid- is the Committee’s opinion that these 
nal, s offer no practicable means of 
tain ill simplification of the present 
ee lard Method of Measurement, but 
& 


© ‘he contrary that many of the proposals 
s vest the need for clarification and 
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amplification which merit detailed study, 
the result of which may be the issue of 
practice notes or a general revision. 


It has, therefore, been decided to under- 
take this task and in due course the result 
will be communicated in a further notice. 

P. 'T. Watters [FRICS]. 
Hon. Secretary, Standing Joint 
Committee for the Standard 
Method of Measurement of 

Building Works. 

Sicilian House, 

Southampton-row, WC1. 


THE LEGAL VALUE OF A QUAN- 
TITY SURVEYOR’S OPINION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I, was interested in your 
correspondent ‘* Chartered Quantity 
Surveyor’s’’ letter published in your 
June 19 issue, and was hoping to see a 
reply from somebody like Mr. Rimmer, 
for example, which would be authoritative ; 
but Mr. MacDonald’s reply in the June 26 
issue 1s Open to doubt in so many ways 
that it is obvious that the last word has 
yet to be said. I would dispute the 
following, in particular :— 

(1) ‘* The RIBA Form of Contract may be 
accepted as the best we know of, but it must 
be carefully read and omissions or stipula- 
tions made to safeguard the interests of those 
entering into a contract.”’ 

Admittedly the RIBA Form does not 
suit everybody exactly, but as a rule it is 
best employed without modifications. 

(2) ‘“* A contractor is not bound to do 
additional work.” 


too, 


This surely requires qualification ; pro- 
vided the additional work lies within the 
original intent of the contract as a whole 
and is in effect a variation upon it, the 
contractor is bound to carry out the 
architect’s instructions (Clause 1). 

(3) ‘‘ The bill of quantities forms no part 
of the contract at all. (Where a quantity 
surveyor is already employed on a contract.) 

Of course it does (unless the contract 
is the RIBA Form without quantities, in 
which case the QS would not have been 
employed in the first place) ! 

(4) ‘In such cases the builderin tendering 
must be guided by the spectfication. 

The builder will be lucky if he gets a 
specification as well as a bill of quantities 
at the tendering stage ! 

Mr. MacDonald says he has placed 
‘scores of jobs with builders on a verbal 
understanding—even one of £13,000.” 

He is remarkably trusting ! 

ANOTHER CQS. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR.—I have read with sympathy the 
letter from ‘“‘ Chartered Quantity 
Survevor’’ (your issue, June 19) and the 
answer the following week by Mr. W. 
MacDonald. I have had a similar experi- 
ence in the past few months to the first 
example quoted by your former corres- 
pondent. I was called upon by an irate 
client to dispute a contractors account 
which was considered to be extortionate. 
After very careful investigation, I reported 
that the account was, in my opinion, too 











‘*Oh good! The tea break !”’ 


great by only afew pounds. Then followed 
an unpleasant period during which my 
client maintained his opinion and the con- 
tractor threatened legal proceedings. 
Eventually my client agreed to pay, and the 
contractor agreed to accept, the amount of 
my valuation on the grounds that, if the 
matter were taken to court, the judge would, 
most probably, refer the matter to an arbit- 
rator who would certainly arrive at a similar 
conclusion to my own, based on the same 
evidence. 

It would appear that Mr. MacDonald 
has not been in the habit of using the 
RIBA Form of Contract ‘‘ Where Quan- 
tities Form Part of the Contract’’ as, 
in this document, according to my refer- 
ence copy, the specification is not a contract 
document but the bill of quantities is. 
Further, if extra work is looked upon as a 
variation, clause 9 (and, particularly, 
sub-clause (6)) covers the matter, and it 
does not become the subject of “ an en- 
tirely different contract.’’ Again, in clause 
10, I read that “ Any error in description 
or in quantity in or omission of items from 
the bills of quantities shall not vitiate this 
contract but shall be rectified and treated 
variation.”’ ‘This clearly indicates 
that a contractor would have redress, 
even without recourse to law, if site- 
quantities were ultimately found to be 
greater than those contained in the original 
bill quantities. 


as a 


In conclusion, I would strongly advise 
Mr. MacDonald to make use of the Form 
of Contract which is intended to be used 
where a bill of quantities has been pre- 
pared and, if he does not already do so, 
I would suggest that he takes advantage of 
the services of a chartered quantity sur- 
veyor. 


ARICS. 


RIBA INTERMEDIATE 
EXAMINATION 


THe RIBA intermediate examination 
was held in various centres from May 8 
to 14 last. Of the 478 candidates examined, 
151 passed and 327 were relegated. 
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YHE first Gold Medal to be awarded by 

the Town Planning Institute was pre- 
sented to Sir George Pepler, CB, P-PTPI., 
at a meeting held in Livingstone Hall, West- 
minster, on June 25. Mr. S. L. G. Beaufoy. 


the president, presided. Tributes to Sir 
George's contribution in the interests of 
planning were paid by various speakers 


from whose remarks the following extracts 
are reported: 

Sir Patrick ABERCROMBIE said he had been 
honoured by being asked to be the first 
speaker that evening to deliver a panegyric 
on his old friend Sir George, but he hoped 
they would not expect a very factual dis- 
course from him. He would like to tell 
those who dd not know Sir George so well 
and to remind those who had known him 
as long as he had of some of the phases of 
Sir George's career. 

The first phase he wanted to speak about 
was a very important one. It was when 
Sir George started in private practice as a 
surveyor and town planner in 1903, in part- 
nership with Mr. Gordon Allen. While these 
two were in private practice they were really 
pioneers in the modern layout of towns and 
villages. One of Sir George's earliest clients 
was Sir Richard Paget. He saw the ability 
of Sir George in his early days and he em- 
ployed him to design h's garden village at 
Fallings, near Wolverhampton, and also one 
in South Wales. So it would be seen that 
Sir George started as a practical planner 

One of the two most important aspects 
of his career was his work for the Town 
Planning Institute It was impossible for 
him (Sir Patrick) to do justice to Sir George’s 
services to and influence on the Institute. 
He had been its honorary secretary from 
the beginning. That was a great work which 
he had carried on continuously and 
devotedly. 

Sir George, of course, had been no less 
than twice president of the Institute—in 1919 
and 1949. That was a measure of the feeling 
the members had had for him and his able 
work in the Institute. 

There was also his work for the Ministry. 
This was a totally different type of work, to 
which he was called by John Burns in 1914. 
He had been there almost 32 years. 

First he was an inspector and then chief 
inspector and technical officer (town plan- 
ning) for 21 years and at the end of the 
Second World War he was technical adviser 


WIDESPREAD INFLUENCE 

There were innumerable directions in 
which the influence of Sir George had been 
felt, not only in this country but in the world 
at large. There were those years when he 
was president of the International Federa- 
tion of Housing and Town Planning. His 
interest in that Federation grew out of the 
garden city movement. 

There was one piece of work which should 
not go unmentioned. That was his work 
on the Committee set up to examine un- 
healthy areas. Sir Patrick said he believed 
Sir George wrote every word of the report 
of that Committee himself. 

On one side of the Institute’s structure 
was that wonderful institution, the summer 
school. of which Sir George had been the 
founder-president. He thought it was really 
a great achievement, an achievement of con- 
tinuous education. 
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A Town Planning Gold Medal 


Institute’s Award to Sir George Pepler 


Mr. J. W. R. Apams (past-president) said 
he was probably first introduced to the man 
they were to do honour to that evening 
about the time when he took over his 
father’s practice on his father being ap- 
pointed to the first town planning post at 
the Local Government Board. It was be- 
tween that time and the appointment of 
George Pepler as hs father’s successor in 
that Whitehall post that he could recall first 
becoming familiar with the man who was 
later to become his friend and professional 
brother—and, indeed, who was to become 
the friend of so many within and without 
the town planning and surveying professions. 


SYMPATHETIC ADVICE 


He wished he had time to speak of the 
inestimable benefits which practitioners, 
young and old, had received at various stages 
in their careers from sound and sympathetic 
advice given to them by George Pepler. He 
would like to speak of his genius for getting 
the representatives of local authorities with 
conflicting interests to agree at some point 
along the compromise scale, and usually at 
not too low a point. The test of whether 
compromise implied weakness or wisdom was 
the same as the test of whether sticking 
firmly to principles implied strength or 
foolishness. If in the field of either policy 
there had been steady advances towards the 
ultimate objective, then the action taken was 
justified. In his opin‘on the work of George 
Pepler came out of that test with flying 
colours. 

Sir WILLIAM HoLForpD (senior vice-presi- 
dent) said that although Sir George had been 
one of the main fathers of the Institute he 
had also been a kind of foster-father to the 
members of the profession and particularly 
the younger members. 

He thought one of the greatest qualities 
wh'ch made Sir George so outstanding was 
that in a profession which might have been 
one in which there was a great deal of pro- 
fessional jealousy and bickering and so forth 
he had made it frank, fair, open-handed and 
tolerant. Planners might appear as expert 
wtnesses at public inquiries on opposite 
sides, but they remained friends in spite of 
that. 

PROFESSOR T. ALWYN LLoypb said he was 
very happy to have the privilege of saying 
a few words in support of the tributes that 
had been rendered to Sir George. He thought 
he could claim to be his oldest friend, He 
well recalled meeting Sir George in connec- 
tion with the scheme for the planning of 
the extensions to the East London Docks. 
Since then Sir George had done many things 
and he was very glad that Sir Patrick Aber- 
crombie had stressed that point about Sir 
George's return to the private practice with 
whch he had started. 

Then, again, he remembered when he 
(Prof. Alwyn Lloyd) was with Raymond 
Unwin receiving p!ans made by a firm which 
he had not previously come across. but 
which was called Pepler and Allen. They 
were particularly good plans which, he be- 
lieved, Sir George Pepler prepared himself 
in the days of his first private practice. 

With regard to Sir George’s work at the 
Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning he could speak per- 
sonally of the immense help Sir George was 
in connection with town planning and re- 
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gional planning schemes in South Wales He 
had an extraordinary way of finding solv. 
tions to the most difficult problems anc get. 
ting people to agree under the most un)ikely 
conditions. 

Now he had returned to private practice 
the members all hoped Sir George would 
go on and conquer further fields in the Far 
East and the Near East and elsewhere 

If he could describe in a word or two what 
he thought had actuated Sir George in his 
town planning career he would say that it 
had been (1) a high standard of profess onal 
and technical ability and (2) great kindliness 
and courtesy to people with whom he had 
had to come into contact. These had been 
great assets to him personally and to the 
Ministries, the Institute and other bodies that 
Sir George had served with such devotion « 
during these many years. 

LorD SILKIN said that it was a most happy 
thought to initiate the idea of a Gold Medal 
and having initiated it he was quite sure that 
the Institute found no difficulty in choos ng 
the first recipient. Lord Silkin reminded the | 
audience that this was the highest honour 
that could be given not only in this country | 
but in the whole world for services to plan- 
ning. He had seen something of Sir George 
Pepler’s activities in the international field 
and he was quite sure that if a ballot were 
taken throughout the planning world for the 
honour of the Gold Medal, 
would receive the vote with an overwhelm- 
ing majority. 

We prided ourselves on the fact that this 

country was leading the world in town plan- 
ning. He had just read reports on the New 
Towns Development Corporations and it was 
remarkable to find how many people were 
coming to this Country to see what we were | 
doing in the field of practical town planning. 
It was one of the greatest contributions to 
our currency problem, but it was even more: 
it Was putting this country in the position 
which we all wished it to be in, that of giving 
a cultural lead to the world, and this was 
due in no little measure to the work of Sir 
George Pepler. 





SIR GEORGE'S RESPONSE 


Thanking the members for the honour 
they had done him, Sir GeorGE said he 
cherished it more particularly as it had been 
bestowed upon him by his professional col- 
leagues. He went to on to give brief charac- 
ter sketches and notes on the services to 
planning of men who, he said. since he 
entered the profession, had helped him on 
his way. 

These included Walter Hooker and 
William Webb, to whom he was articled: 





Ernest G. Allen, FRIBA, who joined him in & 
partnership SO years ago; Mr. Potter, the § 
present secretary of the Institute: Ebenez 
Howard, of Letchworth Garden City fam 
Henry Aldridge, first secretary of the 
National Housing and Town Planning Cou 

cil; Thomas Adams, FRIBA, the founder 

the Institute and first town planning inspec- 
tor to the Local Government Board: S¢ 
Edwin Lutyens; H. V. Lanchester: Sir Ra - 


a 


7 


v=. 


Sir George ® 





mond Unwin; Professor Patrick Gedde-: 
Professor §. D. Adshead: Sir Patrick Abe - 
crombie; the Right Hon. John Burns. auth 
of the first Town Planning Act: W. 

Davidge; George Montagu Harris, founder 
the International Garden Cities Associatic 1 
(now the International Federation 


1 


Housing and Town Planning); Dr. Robe t 
Schmidt, author and director of the gre t 
regional plan for the Ruhr: and John Nola 
former president of the American City Pla 
ning Institute. ; 
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rs = \lay 17 last the world of architecture 
the Far n France commemorated the bi- 
ere irv of the Place de la Concorde by 
wO what iting Mass in the Chapel of the 
e in his Militaire, Gabriel’s masterpiece, 
that it and javing two great wreaths on the twin 
‘ess onal buildings of the Place de la Concorde. 
indliness The name of Gabriel occupies an impor- 
he had t place, as important as that of Mansard, 
ad been in the history of French architecture. 
to the @ here have been seven architects or 
dies that ¢ master-builders carrying this famous name. 


levotion ) They were all descendants either of 
facgues Gabriel, born at Tours in 1606, 

Viaurice Gabriel, born at Argentan 
in 1602. Jacques-Ange de Meziéres was 
orn in 1698 the son of Jacques (sometimes 
wwn as Jules), a cousin of Hardouin- 
with whom he often collab- 
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Petit Trianon, by J. A. Gabriel (1762-68). /, a a 
roduced from W. H. Ward’s “ Architecture of the Renaissance in France, 
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The J. A. Gabriel Bi-Centenary 


Professor Corfiato’s Tribute 


orated. Both father and son became 
architects to the King. Indeed, the son of 
Jacques-Ange also became architect to 
the King. 

It is interesting to note that for two 
centuries since AD 1624, that is to say, 
from Louis XIII to Louis XVI, the most 
important buildings in France were the 
work of architects related to either Mansart 
or to Gabriel. To the father of Jacques- 
Ange we owe the Town Hall, the Place 
d’Armes, and the Place du Palais at Rennes, 
and the Place Royale at Bordeaux. ‘To 
him also belong the early designs for 
Compiégne. Jacques Jules Gabriel was, 
however, mainly a designer of bridges, 
amongst which the Pont Royal in Paris, 
the great bridge at Blois and the bridges 
at Charenton and Poissy are examples. 
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The plan is from Arnott and Wilson. 
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ARCHITECT TO LOUIS XV 


Jacques-Ange was born on October 27, 
1698, his mother, Elizabeth Besnier being 
the second wife of his father. When 30 
years old he became a member of the 
French Academy, no doubt thanks to the 
support of the Duke of Antin. In 1742 
he succeeded his father, after many years 
of collaboration, in the office of architect 
to Louis XV, and inthat capacity he had 
living quarters not only in the Trianon at 
Versailles, but in the different chateaux 
belonging io the King. In this quality he 
designed the new treatments for the 
interiors of the apartments of the King and 
Queen, and the right wing in brick and 
stone of the Cour du Cheval Blanc at 
Fontainebleau, after the earlier gallery 
of Ulysses was destroyed about 1740. 

About the same date he built the Bourse 
at Bordeaux ; towards 1750 he started the 
designs for the Ecole Militaire, and in 
1751 those for the Chateau de Compiégne. 
In 1759 Gabriel completed what is known 
as the Great Design (Grand Projet) 
which fortunately was not carried out. 
It consisted of pulling down the Cour 
de Marbre at Versailles, and replacing 
it by some ‘“ modern’’ designs, an idea 
of which may be given by the wing on the 
left of the chapel. 

The designs for the Grand Projet are 
still in existence, and at the age of 73 he 
received instructions from Louis XV for 
carrying out the works evolved in the 
scheme. They show a central pavilion 
with four columns forming three inter- 
columniations comprising a main storey 
and an attic, crowned by a pediment and 
dome, similar to that of the Ecole Militaire. 
The columns rest on a podium forming 
the ground floor. On each side of the 
central pavilion four bays with columns 
form the closing side of the U plan. The 
dome has no supporting roofs, but balus- 
trades screening the flat roofs which pick 
up Mansard’s levels of the earlier buildings. 
As a matter of fact, the question of re- 
designing the Cour de Marbre lasted 
from 1668 to 1830. In addition to Gabriel, 
Le Vau, Mansart, Mique, the two Peyres 
and Percier produced designs to that 
effect. 

Between the years 
Gabriel completed that masterpiece of 
French architecture—Le Petit Trianon. 
From an elevational point of view Gabriel’s 
preference for trabeated architecture is 
evident, as shown in the design of the 
Ecole Militaire, and the colonnades of the 
Place de la Concorde. In these designs 
Gabriel created a pure French style, 
where the smallest details—mouldings, 
cornices, and especially effects obtained 
through the skilful use of projections in 
the walls—form a harmonious and cohesive 
ensemble. 

QUALITY OF GREATNESS 

In the creation of the Petit Trianon 
Gabriel showed all the qualities that make 
an architect great. This scheme, due 
mainly to the influence of Madame de 
Pompadour, who persuaded the King 
that he needed this new building, was 
subsequently used very little. The site 
chosen was not an easy one. Situated 
near an earlier construction by Gabriel, 
the Pavillon Francais, it had a difference 


1762 and 1768 
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Militaire, Paris : 
(Reproduced from W. H. 


in France,’ by courte 


in levels of some 12 feet. Following 
Italian principles in design, Gabriel made 
use of these differences of levels; the two 
elevations facing north and west are at 
the upper level, and those facing south and 
east, comprising the main entrance, have 
an additional storey forming a podium 
about 19 ft. high. The obvious difficulties 
of angle treatments in connecting the 
elevations were mastered by a clever and 
logical introduction of retaining walls. 

The elevation facing the Grand Trianon 
is the only one to have a columnar treat- 
ment. It contains the three large windows 
of the dining room, and obviously the 
architect meant it to be the principal 
elevation. ‘The plan itself shows a true 
understanding of the problem of internal 
circulation. The staircase hail on the east 
side has only the first flight in the axis of 
the central bay in elevation at the lower 
or podium level. On the main floor an 
intelligent and elegant arrangement of 
landings permits independent access to the 
reception rooms, the services, and the 
private apartments, both on the main and 
the attic floors. 

The Baroness of Oberkirch, in her 
memoirs, mentions that the centre part 
of the dining room floor could be raised 
to form a table for 12. The centre of the 
table could also sink into the floor below 
so as to afford a change of courses during 
meals Bachaumont mentions the 
table which was designed by Loriot and 
the locksmith Gamain. 


also 


RESIGNED HIS POST 

It is interesting to note that the designer 

of the gardens in the French manner was 
the Irishman Claude Richard whose son 
Anthony introduced some tropical trees, 
until then unknown in France, and who 
during the revolution saved the grounds 
of the Petit Trianon from the revolution- 
When Marie Antoinette wished to 
change the design of the gardens into the 
fashionable style of an irregular garden, 
then known as Jardins a_ 1l’Anglaise, 
Gabriel opposed the young Queen and 
resigned his post. He was succeeded by 


aries. 


Facades towards the Champs-de-Mars. 
Ward's 
sy of B. T. Batsford.) 





THE BUILDER 





By ¥. A. Gabriel 
* Architecture of the Renaissance 


Mique who may not have been a completely 
indifferent and disinterested party in this 
change, Mique being a native of Nancy 
and a protege of Leszczynski. Gabriel 
was then a little more than 75 years old, 
and died eight years later on January 4, 
1782. 

Gabriel’s works are many. At Versailles, 
as early as the year 1735 he designed 
interiors for the Queen’s apartments, and 
during many years of work he produced 
the designs for the King’s Library ; the 
apartment of Madame du Barry; the 
theatre for the Petit Trianon; the 
Pavilion, known as the Gabriel wing ; the 
chapel of the Petit Trianon; the Library 
for Louis XVI, and a garden for his Queen 
in 1774; in Paris the Ecole Militaire, 
with its famous porticoes incorporating 
Gabriel’s favourite theme—twin columns 
engaged at the angles of the piers—and 
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the ironwork both for the monumental | 


gates and staircase balustrading cf the 
Ecole Militaire, and the Place de ) 
Concorde; in the provinces a monv. 
mental staircase at Dijon (Escalier des 
Etats), the Bourse at Bordeaux, the 
chateau and screen at Compiégne: La 
Muette at Saint Germain, etc. 

Gabriel, however, is mainly remembered 
for his design of one of the best known 
and famous squares—the Place de |, 
Concorde. The merits of this design 
lie in its conception and general arrange- 
ment. At that time the site of this 
Place was outside Paris. The scheme 
originated with the idea of erecting an 
equestrian statue to the glory of Louis XV 

Tournehem who was the Director of 
Buildings, organised a public competition 
Patte published a book on the various 
designs submitted, and it suffices to say 
that among those who submitted designs 
were Boffrand, Suifflot and Servandoni. 

CHOICE OF A SITE 

Many sites were 
Carrefour de Buci, the Place Dauphine 
and the open space in front of Perrault’s 
colonnade. The King chose a _ position 
in front of the ‘Tuileries, a site which 
entailed no expropriation or demolition 
of existing buildings ; Marigny 
Tournehem’s successor, gave instructions 
to the Academy at the beginning of the 
vear 1753 to suggest designs for what was 
going to be La Place Louis XV. 

Many designs were submitted by the 


best known architects of the period, and | 
King, after | 


among them Gabriel. The 
examining the designs, asked for his chiet 
architect, Gabriel, to carry out the fina! 
design, taking into account the best ideas 
in the various suggested plans 
Bouchardon was commissioned for the 
statue, the supporting figures of Justice, 
Strength, Peace and Prudence being 
later completed by Pigalle. 

Work started in April, 1754 but the 
design was changed and improved during 
the course of building operations, and 4 





Palace of Compiégne, rebuilt (1752-72) by }. A. Gabriel : the Entrance Screen 


(Reproduced from W. H. Ward’s “‘ Architecture of the Renaissance in France,” b) 
courtesy of B. T. Batsford.) 
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heme was substituted. It com- 
ynly one monumental avenue, the 
toyale, as at present existing. 
Exca\ ations for the foundations of the two 
buildings with the famous colonnades 
started in 1757. The moats which 
existed in front of the Tuileries have now 


new 
prist 
Rue 


disappeared, but the balustrades still 
remain, although their purpose is no 
more apparent. 

‘The obelisk, erected in 1836, and 
Hittort’s fountains, became the central 


motit of the Place in lieu of Bouchardon’s 
of Louis XV which disappeared 
during the revolution. 

‘he two colonnades, which are the only 
boundary line in the form of building, 
have been diversely criticised. They have 
been compared with Perrault’s colonnade, 
| the arcades supporting the colonnades 
been found too elegant and small, 
and the piers, the width of which is 
governed by the bases of the columns 
above, rather heavy. The proportions 
of the intercolumniations have been found 
not in accordance with  Vitruvius’s 
formulae. 

lt is not clear why Vitruvius should be 
an arbiter in a matter where logic and 
taste justify the result. Bachaumont, in 
his memoirs wrote after Gabriel’s death, 
‘ He was the most ordinary and mediocre 
artist, and the proof is to be found in his 
colonnade of the Place Louis XV when 
compared with that of the Louvre.”’ 
Again, Bachaumont’s merits as a critic 
are not known. One is more surprised to 
see an architect of J. F. Blondel’s stature 
stating that some of Gabriel’s buildings 
contravened good naanners. 

A TRUE FRENCH STYLE 

Laugier, too, proffered criticisms, stat- 
ing that the design of the arcades support- 
ing the colonnades was monotonous and 
that it only formed a screen. As to 
Courajod, Professor at the Ecole du 
Loure in 1887, he apparently did not 
the means of construction in the 
erection of the twin buildings of the Place 
de la Concorde. He deprecated the 
excessive use of iron in stone construction. 
‘La critique est aisée. _ 

Gabriel’s work, by its refinement and 
perfect taste, created a typically French 
stvie which influenced all succeeding 
generations. 

Napoleon, who in matters of art always 


statu 


ha 
nave 


showed great discernment, had much 
admiration for this famous Place. Even 
when campaigning in Russia he found 
time to write to someone who had sug- 
gested that the Place should be renamed 
Place Napoleon. This letter still exists 
and runs as follows: ‘‘ From our camp 
of lau, Monsieur Champagny, You 
m eave the name of the Place de la 
Con orde as it is now. Concord renders 
Fr: immortal.”’ 

riel’s works have a great merit— 
that of homogeneity, because personal. 
Whe: er early or late his buildings show 
that ‘reir designer was guided by a sure 
sen ' design and logic. No unnecessary 
orr nt or meaningless motifs are to be 
fou n his elevations. His plans are 
clear and concise. He created a style 
unr takeably French. A great worker 
and great artist, he suffered much in 
thet two years of his life, stricken by 


( 
THE BUILDER 


paialysis. By the death of his architect 
son Ange-Antoine, who predeceased him, 
a long family tradition came to an end ; 
the name, however, of Gabriel survives 
in French history as one of its greatest 
exponents of the art of architecture. 


BOOKS 


«+ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION: ITS ORIGINS AND 
PREVENTION. By A. R. Meetham, DSc 
(London: Pergamon Press, Ltd.) 268 pp. 
Price 35s. 


THIS BOOK could hardly have appeared at 
a more opportune time, for since last winter’s 
fogs there has been a considerable awaken- 
ing of public interest in the problem of 
atmospheric pollution. The Government's 
decision to appoint a committee to investi- 
gate and report on atmospheric pollution is 
one indication of this new interest in a 
problem which, as Dr. Meetham shows, dates 
back at least to the earliest use of coal in 
this country: in 1273 Parliament passed an 
Act which prohibited the burning of coal in 
London, and in 1306 an artificer was exe- 
cuted for this offence. The problem of 
atmosperic pollution is, of course, far worse 
today than it was in the middle ages, but it 
is not likely that Parliament will again apply 
such formidable penalties! 

Dr. Meetham’s book is not, however, 
greatly concerned with history. Nor is it 
primarily a propagandist book: although it 
is clear from the introduction where his 
sympathies lie. Dr. Meetham has written a 
serious and dispassionate account of the 
nature and causes of atmospheric pollution. 
He is indeed well qualified to do this; 
although the title page modestly omits any 
reference to the fact. Dr. Meetham was until 
recently on the staff of the Fuel Research 
Station, DSIR, engaged on work in connec- 
tion with atmospheric pollution. 

Although the sources of pollution are 
various, the main cause is the combustion of 
coal and its derived fuels. The author 
tells us that on an average one ton of coal 
produces about one-twentieth of a ton of 
pollution, including solid particles and such 
gases as sulphur dioxide but not counting 
carbon dioxide. (On another page he says 
that from the 180m. tons of coal used each 
year is made some 9m. tons of atmospheric 
pollution, excluding carbon monoxide.) It 
is this aspect of the pollution problem that 
Dr. Meetham mainly deals with. 

The book begins with an account of the 
origin of fuel and the properties of fuels, 
natural and artificial. The author then pro- 
ceeds to discuss the various types of equip- 
ment for the generation of heat and power; 
these include such diverse types of equipment 
as power stations, gas and cooking ovens, 
industrial boilers and domestic fires. This 
is followed by chapters on the nature, 
measurement, distribution and effect of 
atmospheric pollution. In conclusion, Dr. 
Meetham summarises the methods of pre- 
venting pollution, many of which are men- 
tioned earlier in the book, and deals briefly 
with the law and its administration. 

This book should be invaluable to 
architects and others who wish to go rather 


more deeply into the subject of smoke pol- 
lution. AET 
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THe VittaGe Hatt: THe SITE AND THE 
BUILDING. (Village Hall Series, No. 1). 
London: The National Council of Social 
Service. Price 2s. 

THOSE who are contemplating the erection 
of a village hall will find this booklet very 
useful, for it gives, first, some helpful general 
advice on how to go about the job and, 
second, a good deal of practical information 
on siting, planning and technical equipment, 
all based on the experience of the National 
Council of Social Service and its affiliated 
Rural Community Councils. 

It is not always possible nowadays to ouild 
a new hall and, as this booklet suggests, it 
may be necessary to acquire an existing 
building and adapt it. This course has been 
followed successfully in many villages. 
Among the half-dozen illustrations shown 
are two of the hall at Ellens Green, Surrey, 
which, opened in 1952, was formerly a barn 
that has been imaginatively converted to its 
new purpose. Prefabricated buildings are 
often used for village halls and no doubt fill 
a temporary need quite well, but there is 
nothing so satisfactory as a new building of 
good architectural quality, specially planned 
for its purpose and designed to suit a par- 
ticular site and to harmonise with its natural 
setting. 

This booklet, which is the first of a series 
of four, deals with the site, the building, 
building materials, methods and costs, the 
surroundings of the hall, heating, ventilation 
and lighting; others are to be published 
later on; (2) The Interior—kitchen, com- 
mittee rooms, stage, decoration and equip- 
ment; (3) Documents and Deeds—trust 
deeds, appointment of trustees, management 
committee, charitable status, development 
charges, insurance and licences; and (4) 
Finance and administration—grants, loans, 
annual meeting, model rules, minutes and 
account keeping. The present booklet in- 
cludes photographic illustrations of a few 
halls of varying size and architectural quality. 
but no plans are given, which is a pity, for 
they would have added much to its practical 
value. 

The booklet ends with a useful biblio- 
graphy, together with a list of addresses of 
Rural Community Councils and Councils of 
Social Service with a rural department, whose 
officers will always be willing to advise on 
any individual scheme. The London address 
of the Council is 26, Bedford-square, WC. 

GJH 
BOOKS RECEIVED 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL. By Hugh Ross 
Williamson. (London: Country Life, Ltd.) 
Price 12s. 6d. 

APPROACH TO PLANNING. By T. H. B. 
Burrough. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 21s. 

RESEARCH IN IRONFOUNDING 
IN June, 1950, the British Cast Iron 

Research Association set up an Opera- 

tional Research Team consisting of a 

number of experts who are prepared to 

give aid on management and _ technical 
problems to any ironfounder who should 
ask for it. Reports are confidential and 
are made free of cost to any ironfounding 
member of the BCIRA. A pamphlet 
describing the methods of the Team and its 
range of investigations has been issued to 
some 2,000 ironfounders in Great Britain 
by the Council of Ironfoundry Associa- 
tions, Crusader House, 14, Pall Mall, 

London, SW1, from whom copies are 

obtainable. 
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a View from the main entrance drive. 


ROWLINSON SECONDARY TECHNICAL SCHOOL, SHEFFIELD 


: school with its adjoining play courts and playing 

fields occupies a site of approximately 21 acres, 
situated on the old Shefheld aerodrome lands, at the 
junction of Norton-lane and Dyche-lane. The buildings 
are placed on the northern side of the site, set well back 
from the present road boundaries, to allow for road widening 
in Norton-lane under the town planning proposals of the 
City. The play courts and playing fields are to the 
south and fall away from the school with a gentle slope. 
The main gateway is placed on what will be the future cor- 
ner of Norton-lane and Dyche-lane. 

The plan is arranged in a series of wings, basically as 
follows : The administration wing, general teaching wing 
and dining-room-kitchen wing fronting to Norton-lane, 
the latter also being the northern side of a quadrangle 
formed by the science, arts and crafts, and technical wings, 
with the gymnasium block further to the south. 

The main entrance is placed centrally in the adminis- 
trative wing, which is ‘* planned ”’ on two storeys, and con- 
tains complete suites for the headmaster and deputy head, 
together with the general staif and office accommodation. 
The main entrance opens on to the main foyer from which 
lead the asembly hall and main access corridor. The 
assembly hall is fan shaped in plan. ‘This shape together 
with the special wall finishings incorporated give perfect 
acoustic conditions. The hall seats 700 persons, approxi- 
mately 200 of these being accommodated in a_ balcony 
cantilevered out from the back wall. Indirect lighting is 
installed, being housed in ceiling troughs and louvres. 
The stage has a ‘“‘ choral’ apron and is fully equipped in 
all respects for the production of dramatic and choral works. 

The main corridor passes through the general teaching 
wing, this block being planned on three storeys and con- 
taining the majority of the general form rooms. At its 
eastern end, the main corridor divides, continuing east- 
wards through the dining and kitchen wing, or northern 
side of the quadrangle, and southwards through the western 
side of the quadrangle, this again being a three-storey 
block housing the general science laboratories, drawing 
offices, tvping and needlework rooms. 

To the south of the quadrangle is placed the general arts 
and crafts and general purposes wing, and to the east the 
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General view of the rear elevation. 


technical wing. Here are the woodwork, metalwork and 
engineering machine shops, equipped with all the latest 
machinery, etc., associated with these subjects. 

One workshop has been temporarily equipped as a 
domestic science room, a portion being constructed with 
shoulder-high walls to form a replica of a typical three- 
room flat, viz., living-room, bedroom and kitchen. 

Cloakroom and sanitary accommodation is distributed 
throughout the building and is situated adjacent to secon- 
dary entrances and main circulating staircases. The 
entrance in the east wing also gives direct access to the 
gymnasium which is planned with its own cloak, changing, 
shower and sanitary offices, and is structurally designed to 
allow the future erection of a second gymnasium wing 
above it. 

Construction.—The school is steel framed throughout, 
based on two planning grids of 8 ft. 3 in. and 10 ft. centres, 
the infilling panels being of brickwork faced with ** Hantec ”’ 





facing bricks. The floors are of hollow block construction 
and insulated against the transference of sound from floor 
to floor. The roofs are of the same construction, with a 
thermal insulating screed of vermiculite and waterproofed 
with natural asphalt. Certain external walls and terraces 
are constructed of stone, forming decorative features in the 
elevational treatment. 

Internal finishings.—The floor finishings to the general 
and special teaching rooms, and the assembly hall are in 
West African ‘‘ Sapele’’ wood blocks. The dining- 
room, staff rooms, etc., are in ‘‘ Accotile’’’ resinous tiles, 
and the corridors in red ‘‘ Decoraphalte.’’ The main 
entrance foyer is laid in mosaic tiles. 

All walls and ceilings generally are plastered except to 
cloakrooms and lavatories, the walls of which are finished 
in painted fair faced brickwork. 

Services.—The building is heated py an accelerated low- 
pressure hot-water system through pipes and radiators, 


Exterior view of assembly hall block. 
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Detail of 
main entrance. 


with automatically stoked boilers. A separate boiler is 
also installed for the provision of hot water throughout 
the building. In the assembly hall artificial ventilation 
has been installed, delivering a constant flow of warmed 
air into the auditorium, and extracting foul air through 
ceiling grilles. 

Lighting is by tungsten lamps, except in special rooms, 
e.g., drawing offices, etc., and the assembly hall, where 
fluorescent lighting is used. Electric power is distributed 
throughout the building especially to the technical wing 
where all the machines are electrically driven. To ensure 
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full and constant supply a special distribution sub-station 
has been built within the school precincts. 

Due to the fall of the site and the undeveloped areas to 
the south of the school, gravity drainage into the Corpora- 
tion sewers in Norton-lane was not possible. A special 
sewage pumping station is therefore provided to overcome 
this difficulty. The Sheffield Corporation Sewage Dis- 
posal engineers were consulted in connection with this 
work, as were the Yorkshire Electricity Board in respect of 
the electrical installation to the school. 


The main 
entrance hall. 
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HM. is 
Aa 
ree A, Following 1s a list of sub-contractors connected with the construction stage equipment, G. B.-Kalee, Ltd. ; paint, distemper and decorative 
Siege and equipping of the school materials, British Paints, Ltd. (supplied through the associated co. of 
; Structural steelwork, Redpath Brown and Co., Ltd., Glasgow ; Charles Credland, Ltd., Sheffield); terrazzo floors and partitions, 
a4 * hollow block concrete floors and roofs, Frazzi, Ltd., Sheffield, 6 Hodkin and Jones, Ltd., Sheffield, 2; Accotile flooring, Letco Floors and 
‘BE heating and ventilating, Alfred Grindrod and Co Ltd., Shefheld, 1 ; Tiles, Ltd., Sheffield, 3; Richards mosaic tile flooring, Wm. Monks * 
" Sen electrical installation, Yorkshire Electricity Board; gas installation, (Builders), Ltd., Sheffield, 2; flush doors, Leader Flush, Ltd., Notting- 
mr East Midlands Gas Board ; asphalt floors and roof, General Asphalte — ham; metal lathing for suspended ceilings and decorative plaster 
” Co., Ltd., Manchester, 3; artificial stone and precast concrete work, works, W. H. Colt (London), Ltd., Surbiton, Surrey ; iron balustrades, 


Wm. Prestwich and Sons, Ltd., Dronfield, Shefheld Hantec 
facing bricks, Nottingham Patent Brick Co. ; wood block floors, Hollis 
Bros., Ltd., Hull; cloakroom equipment, James Gibbons, Ltd., Wolver- 


- 


handrails, gates and boundary fencing, Wilks Bros., Ltd., Sheffield, 2; 
ironmongery, Neville Watts and Co., Ltd., Sheffield, 1 ; sanitary fittings, 


gine als tn Mii 
2 a 





* . : 
i hampton ; hose reels, etc., A. W. V. Turner and Co., Ltd., Sheffield, 3 ; W. Emery and Co., Ltd., Sheffield, 1; metal windows, doors, lanterns 
<> radiator grilles and aluminium lighting louvres, Mellowes and Co., Ltd and domes, Williams and Williams, Ltd. (Chester) ; metal door frames, 
: an Sheffield, 3 Joseph Sankey and Sons, Ltd., Wellington, Shropshire; plumbing 
[= * Sewage pumping equipment, Wallwin (Pumps), Ltd., Warwick works, G. W. Dawes and Son, Sheffield, 6 
; 
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Assembly hall. 
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View of north-west and south-west elevations. 


OFFICES AND WAREHOUSE, WINCHESTER ROAD, SOUTHAMPTON 


Architect : 
L. MAGNUS AUSTIN, FRIBA, MTPI, ARCA 


Consulting Engineers : 


C. J. PELL & PARTNERS 


Quantity Surveyor : 


IRVING TODD, FRICS 


Builders ‘ 
WILLIAM T. NICHOLLS (SOUTHERN), LTD. 


HE owners of this building, Misselbrook and 
Weston, Ltd., are an old-established firm of 
wholesale and retail grocers and provision merchants, 
whose main warehouse and offices in The Strand, 
Southampton, were completely destroyed by enemy 
action in November, 1940. With the assistance of 
the town planning department of the Southampton 
Corporation they acquired a new site, some three acres 
in extent, with a frontage of approximately 420 ft. to 
Winchester-road, Southampton. A _ building licence 
was applied for and obtained in December, 1946, 
for the construction of the buildings, with the proviso 
that no bricks were to be used, as bricks at that time 
were in short supply. 

Planning of warehouse.—Various forms of plan were 
investigated and ultimately it was decided that the 
warehouse should be a single-storey building 128 ft. 
long by 82 ft. wide by 12 ft. high to the underside of 
the roof trusses, with a two-storey ‘‘ L’’ shaped office 
block flanking it on the north-west and south-west 
sides. ‘The warehouse has north light roof trusses 
and the floor space is completely free of columns or 
stanchions of any kind. This would enable the stores 
and provisions to be stacked and moved about freely 
in accordance with the varying seasonal requirements 
of the trade without interference by structural members. 
The warehouse is served by a loading bay on the south- 
west side 50 ft. long by 31 ft. in depth, with rolling 
shutters separating the loading bay from the warehouse, 


and sliding and folding shutters along the outer edge 
of the loading bay. This would enable empty 
vehicles to return at night and be garaged in the 
loading bay after the warehouse is shut, or for vehicles 
to be loaded overnight and despatched first thing in 
the morning. ‘There is a subsidiary loading bay 
20 ft. wide on the south-east corner. 

Cold rooms 21 ft. by 26 ft., with separate c»mpart- 
ments for bacons, fats, butter, etc., are provided on the 
;0uth-east corner of the warehouse, with the refrigera- 
tion plant underneath. A tobacco store 21 ft. by 
26 ft. is placed over the cold stores. 

A block of lavatories and cloakrooms for both sexes 
is placed on the north corner of the warehouse for 
the warehouse staff. 

Offices. —These generally are on two floors. Ground 
foor.—The administrative offices are on the south- 
west side of the warehouse, with main entrance and 
staircase hall 25 ft. by 24 ft., and a general office, 
27 ft. by 33 ft. by 11 ft. 6 in. high adjoining the loading 
bav and the main warehouse, and with windows 
opening on to each. This provides close supervision 
over the inward and outward flow of merchandise. 
The inquiry office and typists’ office on the south- 
west corner of the entrance hall supervises the buyers 
and other persons entering the building. Three 
principal directors’ offices are on the south-west side, 
between the general office and the main entrance hall, 
and on the opposite side of the corridor there are 
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branch offices for outside travellers and other people 
bringing in orders for distribution in the warehouse. 
On the north-east side of the entrance hall is a room 
19 ft. by 44 ft. 6 in. which was planned as a show and 
display room, but it is now used temporarily as an 
additional store room. 


First floor—The rooms on the south-west corner 
over the general office and directors’ rooms were 
designed to provide a board room and _ additional 
office accommodation for future extensions, but are 
at present used temporarily as additional store room 
with direct access to the warehouse. "Two bays have 
been partitioned off temporarily for use as a board 
room. On the north-west side is provided a kitchen 
15 ft. by 20 ft. with store rooms, and a canteen 19 ft. 
by 24 ft. 


Second floor.—The building has been designed so 
that additional office accommodation can be provided 
in the future on the south-west and north-west sides, 


Aerial view. 


THE BUILDER 


N-W elevation. 


approached by a staircase from the first floor of the 
main entrance hall. 

Basement.—A heating chamber is provided in the 
basement on the north corner of the site. At present 
gas-fired boilers are installed to provide both heating 
and hot water services throughout the building, but 
provision has been made for the installation of solid 
fuel or oil-fired boilers, should it be found necessary 
at a later date. 

It is intended ultimately that a further range of 
buildings be erected to the north-east of the garage 
for curing and storing bacon. 


Construction.—At the time that the building licence 
was granted the supply of building materials was very 
difficult. The building licence contained a provision 
that no brickwork was to be used in the main con- 
struction, and timber was in very short supply which 
prevented its use for shuttering for reinforced concrete. 
it was decided, therefore, that the main walls of both 
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Detail of matin entrance. 


the warehouse and office block should be constructed 
of precast concrete blocks. | ‘This material would have 
been unsatisfactory for facing the building fronting 
Winchester-road, which ts very busy, and as Portland 
stone was available it was decided to use this material 
to face the main elevations. 


The office block was constructed of ordinary riveted 
steel with hollow block concrete floors and_ roof. 
Welded steel was used for the construction of the 
warehouse roof and main stanchions. 


Later the restrictions against the use of bricks for 
the main walls were lifted, and common brickwork 
was used for the main wall construction, but the use 
of Portland stone on the main front was retained. 
During the time that working drawings and quantities 
were being prepared prices had risen very steeply. 
This precluded the use of dressed stone, and this was 
therefore limited to window dressings. For the 
plain surfaces of the stonework off-cuts were used, 
t.e., stone that had been left over in the mason’s yard 
from other works. The stone had a sawn face of 
different textures according to the type of saw used, 
and had a depth of 6 in. This stone gave a pleasant 
variety to the coursed stone rubble walls for the plainer 
surfaces. 

A strictly functional architectural character was 
provided. Window openings were protected by 
projecting stone hoods, the sections of which were 
designed so as to throw off water. The quality of 
Portland stone to take fine dressings was utilised 
in the fluted panels underneath the window cills 





and the ventilation openings behind radiators were 
used as a decorative feature. 


Great care was taken to prevent penetration of water 
by the provision of hollow walls with damp course 
over windows, and where the stonework abutted 
directly against steel stanchions vertical damp proof 
courses of felt were provided. 


Construction of warehouse.—The warehouse struc- 
ture is rather unorthodox. Requirements of the 
owners, partly with a view to the future extensions, 
laid down that the north edge of the warehouse should 
be free from any supporting stanchions. This led 
to girder spans of 128 ft. Secondary roof trusses with 
their inherent dust collecting properties were 
considered undesirable for a food warehouse. A north 
light barrel roof, spanning 128 ft., was considered, 
but had to be ruled out in view of the cost. A careful 
consideration, however, led to a design which was in 
all welded steel, with asbestos cement covering and 
somewhat analogous to the design of a barrel roof. 
It consisted of a north light ‘“‘ N’”’ type girder and a 
south slope girder. The top booms of these girders 
lean against each other. The bottom chords are 
stabilised in the same way for the interior girders. 

It was deemed desirable, from the point of view of 
economy, to treat the north light girders and end sup- 
porting stanchions as rigid ‘‘ Portal frames’”’ involving 
rigid connections between girders and stanchions, and 
also between stanchions and their bases. Due account 
was taken of wind forces in the transverse and longi- 
tudinal directions. In view of the statically indeter- 
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minate nature of the frames the calculations of forces 
in members were very intricate. Temperature effects 
also had to be calculated. All this was considered 
necessary in order to economise in the weight of steel— 
a factor of considerable importance when applying 
for a licence. 

It also reduced deflections and imparted rigidity 
to the framework. As a further step towards obviating 
sags, the girders were given initial cambers to neutralise 
the expected inevitable deflections. The subsoil is 
ballast and sand, and the foundations are in mass 
concrete. With a rigid connection between the feet 
of the stanchions of “‘ Portal frames’’ and founda- 
tions, the latter had to be designed for movements 
and horizontal forces, as well as for their more usual 
function of carrying central loads. ‘This resulted in 
larger foundations than usual. 

The brick walls to the warehouse were generally 
11 in. cavity walls covered with Snowcem externally, 
and vertical expansion joints were provided at intervals 
to allow any angle settlement between walls supported 
on concrete foundations of the stanchions and the 
screen walls on narrower foundations. 

The warehouse roof is of special double sheeted 
asbestos roofing with ranges of patent metal glazing 
along the north side of the roof slopes. Other flat 
roofs are covered with asphalt. 

The main offices have wood block flooring. Entrance 
hall, stairs, lavatories and kitchen are tiled. Canteen 
and showroom have thermoplastic tiles and warehouse 
floors are granolithic. 


OFFICES AND 
WAREHOUSE, 
WINCHESTER ROAD, 
SOUTHAMPTON 


Entrance hall. 





THE BUILDER 


Heating is by low pressure hot water with pillar 
and Ray-Rad type radiators. The warehouse heating 
is by overhead unit heaters. 

The open space around the building, and land 
provided for future extensions, have been laid out with 
lawns, shrubberies, etc. It is intended ultimately that 
Winchester-road should be widened, and the front 
boundary walls have been set back to the widening 
line. The land required for the future widening, 
approximately 20 ft., has been levelled and planted as 
a grass verge. Following its a list of sub-contractors 
engaged on the scheme :— 

Garage, certain roads and electrical installation, W. S. 
Bailey, Southampton ; heating installation, F. W. Cook 
and Co., Ltd., Southampton; _ refrigeration, Fred Fuller, 
Ltd., Southampton ; rolling shutters, Haskins Rolling 
Shutters ; sliding and folding gates, The Bolton Gate Co., 
Ltd., Bolton, Lancs. ; steelwork, Rubery Owen and Co., 
Ltd.; plumbing, Joyce Bros., Southampton; sanitary 
fittings, W. E. Farrer, Ltd., Birmingham, 28. 

Granolithic flooring, A. Christofoli and Son, Bourne- 
mouth; tile flooring, Carter and Co., Poole, Dorset ; 
Semastic flooring, Horsley Smith and Co., Hayes, 
Middlesex ; wood block flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd., Hull ; 
glazing, British Challenge Glazing Co. ; asbestos roofing, 
‘Turners Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd. ; minor steelwork, 
Bourne Steel Construction Co., Ltd., Parkstone, Poole ; 
metal windows, partitions, etc., Crittall Mfg. Co., Ltd., 
Southampton ; stonework, Bath and Portland Stone Firms, 
Ltd., Portland, Dorset; asphalt, Limmer and Trinidad 


Lake Asphalte Co., Ltd., Chandlersford, Eastleigh ; 
clocks, English Electric Clock Co. ; special lighting fittings, 
Troughton and Young, Ltd. ; garden layout, H. A. Sollis, 
fRHS, Southampton. 
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A block of two 3-bedroom houses and four 2-bedroom flats. 


“UBICON” DWELLINGS AT CHIRTON GRANGE SOUTH, TYNEMOUTH 


Architect: 
KENNETH ANNS, FRIBA 


Builders : 
LESLIE & CoO., LTD. 


HE FIRST of 30 blocks, comprising four two-bedroom 
flats and two three-bedroom houses in the course of 
erection for the County Borough of ‘Tynemouth, has now 
been completed, and was formally opened by Mr. Ernest 
Marples, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, at Tynemouth on July 3 
This marks the first stage in the development of a London 
company, Messrs. Ubicon, Ltd., who have set up a new 
service for local authorities by offering designs, specifi- 
cations and working drawings of their dwellings at a 
negotiated price, and the assurance of an immediate start 
in erection by a contractor, Messrs. Gilbert Ash, Ltd., or 


one of their associated companies, who are capable of 


completing the work to a definite time schedule 
The dwellings are of traditional construction and, 



















although they conform to the principles of the ‘‘ People’s 
House ”’ in ceiling heights and floor areas, there has been 
no lowering of Housing Manual standards. The walls are 
of 11 in. cavity brickwork, faced with rustic Flettons ; the 
staircases to the upperflats are within the outer walls, and 
the roof construction is of concrete interlocking tiles in 
standard colours on battens and felt. Roofs can be either 
gabled or hipped at the same cost 

The contract price for the 30 type “‘ A’ Ubicon blocks 
at Tynemouth (180 dwellings) is £224,370, including 
paths, fences, gates, and a number of special requirements 
of the local authority, as well as all services to a 15-ft 
building line, based on a price schedule compiled from the 
average of 12 areas over the country. The sub-contractors 
were as follows : 

Electricity, Hartley Electromotives, Ltd plumbing, George M 


Bilclough, Ltd.; painting, Hector Grabham; plastering, S. Mc- 
Cullough ; roofing, Digby Nelson and Sons, Ltd glazing, Robert I 


Cowey ; sanitary ware, Robert Adlard, Ltd.; doors, Durham Timber 
Co., Ltd.; general joinery and windows, Dryers, Ltd.; plaster 
partitions, James Diball; floor tiles, Marley Tile Co., Ltd.; expanded 
metal, Expanded Metal Co., Ltd., W. Hartlepool; kitchen fitments, 
William Brown Sawmills, Ltd 
Ltd., Birmingham 


ironmongery, Alfred Brown and Co., 
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The Cost of House Construction 
A Report of the United Nations Economic 


Commission 


(THE United Nations Economic Commis- 
sion for Europe have recently pub- 
lished a report entitled “ The Cost of House 
Construction,” which is a preliminary study 
of measures to reduce housing costs and of 
the development of the building industry. 

The main objectives of this study are first 
to show that the reduction of building costs 
depends on a variety of factors operating 
simultaneously and to show how each of 
these relates to the others; secondly, to show 
how the traditional organisation and struc- 
ture of the building industry are changing 
and how these changes may be hastened; 
and, thirdly, to draw attention to the specific 
problems which require examination in 
greater detail at the national or international 
level.* 

No attempt has been made to discuss all 
the factors which, directly or indirectly, in- 
fluence building costs. Thus, such wider 
considerat.ons as the housing policy of 
Governments, including rent and subsidy 
policy and methods of financing construc- 
tion, are not discussed here. Town planning 
factors, including the choice of the site, the 
siting of buildings and practices with 
regard to utilities, services and road policy, 
have also been left on one side, Similarly, 
there is no discussion of aesthetic factors 
or the emphasis given to artistic rather 
than functional conceptions. 


The General Thesis 


The study concentrates on three related 
factors, certain technical changes, the organi- 
sation of demand for the products of the 
building industry and organisation of the 
building industry itself. 

The general thesis can be summarised 
briefly. Technical advance has occurred in 
house construction, as in other fields, and 
has been accelerated in recent years, partly 
as a result of the Second World War. Unlike 
other major industries such as engineering, 
however, the building industry has not so far 
been able to use technical development effec- 
tively to reduce building costs. The reduc- 
tion of building costs cannot be brought 
about only through technical progress, but 
requires a better organisation of the demand 
for the products of the building industry 
and a better organisation of the industry 
itself. The reasons why the building indus- 
try has not been able to reduce production 
costs in the same way as other industries 
are inherent in the sheer bulk and weight 
of its products, the type of material used, 
dependence on open sites and the individu- 
ality and complexity of demand. These 
factors in turn account for the traditional 
structure of the industry, with its multi- 
plicity of small firms and comparative 
ibsence of powerful associations or large 
producing units with the responsibility and 
power to prepare and carry out fully co- 
rdinated production plans; and thus, essen- 
tially, for the present high cost of produc- 
‘ion. Nevertheless, changes are now begin- 

ing to occur; the building industry has a 
prospect of developing along lines similar 
n principle to those of mass-production in- 
dustries, although the details are bound to 
be different. The fostering and speeding-up 

*At the international level a start has already been 


rade by the Housing Sub-Committee’s Working Party 
n Cost of Building. 





for Europe 


of these recent changes requires a co- 
ordinated approach, in effect a broad plan. 
Finally, in spite of obvious and natural 
differences between the policy measures 
which are being taken or are in contem- 
plation in different countries, there is a 
marked similarity in the conception lying 
behind them. International examination of 
the attempts being made in a number of 
countries to reduce building costs can lead 
to a useful exchange of experience and rein- 
force action which is being taken at the 
national level. 


The first part of the report discusses 
aspects of cost reduction, first by summaris- 
ing the principal technical factors and there- 
after by examining the organisation of de- 
mand for the products of the buNding in- 
dustry and the organisation of the industry. 
In the second part some conclusions are 
drawn and recommendations are made. 


A section in part 1 of the report deals 
with the nature and organisation of the 
demand on the building industry and dis- 
cusses methods of contracting. On this sub- 
ject, it states :— 


In the building industry, unlike most other 
industries, the designer and the producer tend 
to be isolated from one another. The de- 
signer has all too little opportunity of dis- 
cussing production methods with the pro- 
ducer at the design stage. Similarly, the 
producer receives the design as a finished 
product, at a stage where changes, from the 
point of view of production, are very diffi- 
cult to introduce. Furthermore, the producer 
does not know when and from whom he 
will obtain his next contract, and what type 
of job it will be, so that it is difficult for 
him to plan his production very far ahead. 

In most countries, building jobs are norm- 
ally awarded on public tender. This old- 
established method. gives every builder an 
opportunity to compete and is indeed in- 
tended to promote competition and thus 
secure low prices. It has frequently been 
questioned, however, whether the tendering 
system does, in fact, achieve its stated objec- 
tives. As a means of distributing jobs be- 
tween builders, it is not necessarily the most 
rational system. 


Tendering Difficulties 

A builder who is anxious to secure a con- 
tract in order to keep his skilled Jabour and 
write off equipment is tempted to submit 
a very low tender. Subsequently he may find 
it difficult or even impossible to do good 
work at the agreed price. Considerable time 
and labour are wasted by all builders who 
prepare tenders, other than the one who is 
awarded the contract, The expenditure 
entailed must be recouped. The proportion 
of contracts obtained to tenders submitted 
by the average builder is comparatively small. 

An alternative system of distributing jobs 
is not easy to find, but it is not inconceivable 
that arrangements could be devised to feed 
out jobs to contractors in relation to their 
capacity, qualifications and existing work- 
load. It is perhaps this possibility of “ plan- 
ning” the load on the building industry, and 
the implied prospect of rationalising the in- 
dustry that has led to alternative proposals 
and experiments, such as the “cost plus 
fee” system, and the procedure of seeking 


quotations for a job from a limited list of 
reputable builders, on the basis of complete 
and detailed specifications. Whatever the 
advantages of the tendering system, it does 
not appear to have contributed significantly 
to the reduction of costs; further examination 
of methods of distributing jobs between 
builders appears to be desirable. 

Under the heading of scale and continuity 
of demand the report goes on to state:— 

The evolution of techniques requires to 
be translated into real technical progress by 
the appropriate organisation of demand. 
This means in practice greater knowledge of 
the economic effects of the scale and con- 
tinuity of demand. 


Programme Planning 

The problem is much more complex than 
may appear at first sight. Most countries 
have known periods when demand was high 
and continuous, materials and labour plenti- 
ful and credit relatively easy to obtain. Yet 
such periods have not necessarily been asso- 
ciated with the application in practice of 
new techniques and with falling costs. In 
most countries, since the war, demand has 
been high and relatively stable. The long- 
term programmes advocated by those pre- 
paring during the war for post-war recon- 
struction have been put into effect. During 
the immediate post-war period it was to be 
expected that bottlenecks in particular mate- 
rials and particular skills would drive up 
prices, but the rising trend of building costs 
has continued far beyond this initial period 
of difficulty, This is not to deny that a 
long-term programme has its advantages, not 
least on socia] grounds. The advantages 
have been recognised by many European 
governments which have drawn up and pub- 
lished house-building programmes, whether 
house-building falls directly under the con- 
trol of the State or not. Some countries 
draw up their programmes each year; others 
draw up a programme for a period of several 
years, usually five, sometimes relating to a 
part of the total house-building budget. 

As a general rule, national housing pro- 
grammes do not specify the details that 
builders and manufacturers of building 
materials and components require to know 
to be able to draw up their own plans with 
full knowledge of the facts. In France, a 
pilot project has been launched, partly with 
a view to meeting this difficulty. Under this 
scheme, known as the “ secteur réservé,” part 
of the French housing programme—namely, 
10,000 dwellings over a period of four to 
five years—is being carried out by a few 
selected groups of builders, architects and 
civil engineers, working in teams. Complete 
plans are prepared four or five years in 
advance, so that each builder knows how 
many dwellings he will have to build each 
year; what materials are to be used and what 
types of dwelling constructed; and, conse- 
quently, the number of workers and super- 
visory staff and the amount of equipment 
he will need. It is believed that under this 
scheme the builders, working in conjunction 
with the architects, engineers and the ad- 
ministration, will be able to organise the 
work more efficiently; to utilise fully 
machinery which, otherwise, they would 
either not be able to afford or employ to 
full capacity; and to buy materials under 
long-term arrangements on advantageous 
terms. In other words, the section of the 
building industry concerned will have the 
opportunity to produce for a definite, steady 
market instead of to sporadic, individual 
order. 

The eastern European countries’ house- 
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building programmes are part of national 
economic plans and thus represent not only 
an expression of intention to devote a cer- 
tain quantity of national resources to house- 
building, but also a conscious attempt to 
rationalise the building industry, raise pro- 
ductivity and progressively reduce costs. In 
the Polish long-term plan, provision was 
made for an 86 per cent. increase in labour 
productivity and a 26 per cent. reduction in 
building costs during a period of six years. 
The East German operational plan for 1953 
provides for a 7 per cent. decrease in build- 
ing costs. In each case the plan makes pro- 
vision for specific measures to achieve these 
targets. Similar programmes and policies are 
in force in the long-term plans and yearly 
operational plans of other eastern European 
countries. 3 
Referring to the specia] case of prefabri- 
cation the report continues :— 
Prefabrication is a system in which work 
is transferred from the building site to the 
factory; a distinction should be made be- 
tween prefabrication of the main structure, 
prefabrication of the interior and prefabri- 
cation of the whole building. It is concerned 
with the manufacture of complete houses or 
whole sections of houses and not with the 
mass production of separate parts or with 
improved methods of building on site. Never- 
theless, it is becoming more difficult to draw 
a line between prefabrication and traditional 
construction and it has been argued that 
“in the end the prefabrication of houses 
may well prove to have been only a localised 
advance, a specialised movement, in this 
general process of housing industrialisation.” 


Move towards Prefabrication 


A number of factors account for the move 
towards prefabrication: speed of construc- 
tion, quantity and quality of labour available, 
material problems, transport, appearance and 
quality. Less attention has been paid so 
far to what, in the long run, must be the 
decisive factor, total cost. 

The reduction in construction time on site 
with the use of prefabrication can be as 
much as 20 to 30 per cent. for the main 
structure (excluding basements and founda- 
tions); 30 to 60 per cent. for the interior; 
and, for complete houses, up to 90 per cent. 
Against these gains must be set the increase 
in factory man-hours and in overhead costs. 
So far, all too few precise data are avail- 
able, The experience of one American pre- 
fabricator is that factory overheads were 
more than 100 per cent. of direct labour 
charges, compared with 10 per cent. in com- 
parable conventional construction. 

Since at present the potential savings from 
prefabrication are to be found in labour and 
not material costs, the first real step forward 
in the analysis of the economics of pre- 
fabrication was to determine the proportion 
of wages to total building costs represented 
by the main structure, above the basement 
ceiling, and the complete interior. Since the 
second of these proportions has been found 
to be almost twice the first, the economic 
case for prefabrication of interiors is con- 
siderable. Until comparatively recently, how- 
ever, much more emphasis has been given 
to the prefabrication of the main structure, 
and this goes far to account for the com- 
paratively disappointing results so far 
achieved. 

Whatever part of a house is to be pre- 
fabricated or whatever the system used, far 
too little attention has been given to the 
appropriate scale of operations and the need 
for continuity. It is apparent that the 


_amount of investment required in prefabrica- 
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tion is in general substantially larger than 
in conventional construction. The amount 
of investment need not be very large, but, 
nevertheless, financial difficulties appear to 
have accounted for the failure of many tech- 
nically promising systems. The raising of 
capital and its amortisation depends primarily 
on the obtaining of orders of adequate size 
and sufficient continuity. It is surprising that 
more attention has not been paid‘to this 
factor, particularly in view of the emphasis 
given to prefabrication on the part of public 
authorities. Professor I. Bowen comments 
that: “ The size of an ‘economic’ order for 
non-traditional houses is not necessarily very 
high, but it is of necessity very steady. Some 
factories could turn out houses cheaply 
enough if they were sure of an order of 
50 houses a week, as far as technique is 
concerned. Only publicly organised demand 
could (a) guarantee a steady market, and 
(b) ensures the necessary allocation of re- 
sources—in conditions of inflationary profit 
margins.” 

Swedish experience in .the prefabrication 
of timber houses suggests that economic pro- 
duction is possible on an even smaller scale, 
provided there is sufficient continuity of de- 
mand. A Swedish factory is now producing 
at competitive prices prefabricated timber 
houses for a market organised by a number 
of industrial concerns in Sweden and on a 
scale of no more than 375 houses a year. 
This suggests that continuity may be the 
over-riding factor. 

A further section of the report discusses 
the organisation of the industry and, in 
connection with planning and co-ordination, 
states : 

It is widely recognised that building 
operations require to be more fully planned 
and co-ordinated, not least by those engaged 
in building work themselves. The principal 
problem, however, appears to be the chang- 
ing réle of the architect and, in some degree, 
also the engineer. Traditionally, the relation 
between the designer and the producer in 
the building industry has differed from that 
in other industries. The architect has been 
wholly responsible for design and has tended 
to seek an “individual solution” to his 
problem. Now he is no longer a completely 
free agent. In preparing his design, he has 
to take full account of information coming 
from, or views expressed by, research 
specialists, engineers, material producers and 
contractors. This change in itself implies 
that co-ordination is essential right from the 
designing stage, and efforts are being made 
in many countries to improve the degree 
of co-ordination. A typical example is the 
competition recently held in France for the 
design and construction of 800 dwellings for 
Strasbourg. The projects submitted had not 
only to be designs, but had also to calculate 
building costs; close collaboration between 
technicians and builders was therefore neces- 
sary from the design stage onwards. 


Co-operation with Buiiders 


In Denmark, housing societies, with the 
same end in view, seek in some cases the 
co-operation of contractors in the initial 
study of housing projects. This policy has 
led to substantial economies and other im- 
provements. One prerequisite is that the 
contractor must be selected before the plans 
are prepared; the normal practice of inviting 
tenders cannot, therefore, be followed. 

Given the wealth of new materials or new 
applications of existing materials, and in 
particular the growing range of mechanical 
equipment available, the possibility of 
economic production becomes an important 
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criterion in judging the quality of a desigi. 
It remains to be seen whether this additional 
responsibility in designing should be 
entrusted to the architect, the production 
engineer or a team of specialists in ‘different 
fields. The need for teamwork in designing, 
combined with a certain degree of specialisa- 
tion on the part of the architects, is stressed 
by such diverse authorities as the Interna- 
tional Union of Architects, Polish technical 
works and Professor Walter Gropius.* Co- 
operative design offices are now developing 
in many countries. In Hungary, centralised 
preparations of standard designs reduced the 
cost of design in 1951 by 6 per cent., in 
the case of town dwellings, 10 per cent. 
in the case of village dwellings and public 
buildings and 20 per cent. if the case of 
farm dwellings. 


The Report’s Recommendations 

The recommendations made in the report 
may be summarised as follows :— 

The establishment of long-term housing 
programmes is desirable wherever possible, 
since this facilitates the installation of 
mechanical equipment by the building indus- 
try and helps generally to promote higher 
productivity. Governments should use such 
means as are at their disposal to promote 
stability in the building industry, provided 
this is consistent with effective competition. 

Building regulations, particularly those 
affecting house construction, and especially 
sanitary regulations, should be simplified 
and brought up to date in order to facilitate 
the task of the constructor and to take 
account at the appropriate stage of technical 
progress. Unification of regulations within 
a country, and even, taking due account of 
climatic differences, between countries, would 
be a considerable advantage. 

The unification at the national level of 

contract practices in the building industry 
should be encouraged. In certain cases this 
unification could usefully be extended to 
several countries. As in the case of building 
regulations, contract specifications should be 
reviewed periodically in the light of technical 
progress. 
_ Although the influence of public agencies 
in the over-all housing programme varies 
from country to country, it is considerable 
almost everywhere. Nevertheless, with limited 
exceptions, public bodies have not succeeded 
in reducing significantly the cost of house 
building. There is, however, ample scope 
for private as well as public initiative, not 
least in the sphere of social housing. To 
assist the private builder, the grouping 
together of potential house owners, which 
makes it possible to increase the scale of 
demand and thus of output on the site, 
should be encouraged. 

Although not enough is known about 
optimum scales of activity in the building 
industry, there is no reason to assume that 
the scale of output need normally be very 
large. It has been shown that good results 
can be obtained from constructing 100, or 
even 50, houses at a time. Efforts should 
be made to encourage the building of a suf- 
ficient number of houses on each site, 
avoiding, however, a scale of operation so 
large as to interfere with the maintenance 
of effective competition. 

Particular attention should be paid to the 
modernisation of smaller building firms, 
which account and will continue to account 
for a large Proportion of total building 
output in all countries, 
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Governments have a special part to play 
in the building industry in encouraging the 
development of mew techniques, new 
materials, prefabrication and other non- 
traditional methods, There is no reason 
why considerable public funds should be 
set aside for this purpose, but a consistent 
policy, particularly in the fiscal and financial] 
spheres, could do much to promote the 
development on an economic basis of 4 sub- 
stantial non-traditional sector of the building 
industry. 

In the training of architects and engineers 
there should be more emphasis on the study 
of problems presented by the growing indus- 
trialisation of the building industry. With 
the same end in view, closer collaboration 
between architects and engineers should be 
encouraged. 

It is essential that Governments should 
promote the development and application in 
practice of standardisation. The choice of 
standards, the reduction of their number, 
the development of modular systems and the 
effective application of decisions taken should 
be the object of renewed efforts. In view 
of the varied interests involved, considera- 
tion should be given, where this is not 
already being done, to the setting up and 
supporting of independent institutions who 
would be in a position to decide, after con- 
sultation with professional organisations and 
the building industry, the most rational and 
economic standards. 


Diversity of Construction 


In certain European countries in which the 
costs of construction are particularly high, 
partly as a result of excessive diversity of 
construction, it might be useful to envisage 
measures broader than the standardisation 
of components or methods of construction. 
As an emergency measure, part of the 
national building programme might be de- 
voted to the creation of an “ industrialised 
sector,” with a limited number of dwelling 
types and the responsibility lying with public 
authorities or co-operatives. 

The reduction of the cost of building 
depends in both the short and the long run 
upon research in the widest sense of the 
term and upon the dissemination of the 
results of research. It is a well-established 
fact that the cost of building could be 
greatly reduced if knowledge already avail- 
able were applied in practice, and to this 
end a wider dissemination of scientific and 
technical information in documented form 
can be of great value. This does not mean, 
however, that research and study should for 
the time being cease. Research, study, the 
application of research in practice and the 
diffusion of documented information are all 
aspects of a single task and should be 
regarded as such. The building industry, 
and in considerable measure also the building 
professions, appear to give insufficient sup- 
port to activities of this kind. Governments 
should accordingly encourage and, in appro- 
priate cases, give their practical support to 
uilding research, study, the application of 
esearch and documentation, regarding each 
aS part of a co-ordinated plan. 





Works Director, West Riding 


West Riding of Yorkshire CC invite appli- 
caulons for the post of works director to 
take charge of the County Works Organisa- 
‘on which deals with building maintenance 
and adaptation of county properties. The 
salary for the appointment will be £1,700— 
£100-£2.000. Details advertised in this issue. 
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Preservation of Historic Buildings 


Ancient Monuments Society’s 
Annual Meeting 


(THE 30th annual general meeting of the 
Ancient Monuments Society was held 
in St. Anthony's Hall, York, on June 20, by 
invitation of the York Civic Trust, members 
being received by Dr. J. B. Morrell. The 
chair was occupied by the president of the 
Society, the Earl of Rosse. The chairman, 
Mr. RayYMOND RICHARDS, welcoming the 
members, said how pleased the Society was 
to assemble in the beautifully restored 
medieval hal! of St. Anthony, which was re- 
cently opened by the Princess Royal as the 
Borthwick Institute of Historical Research. 

Having referred to the growth of the 
Society within recent months the chairman 
then called upon the honorary secretary, 
Mr. Angus-Butterworth, to read the annual 
report for 1952. 

The chairman then made a short state- 
ment about the future plans of the Society, 
observing that the Society continued to 
grow in strength and numbers. It was the 
fundamental! principle of the council that 
area representatives should be appointed in 
all parts of the country; not only to be vigi- 
lant, but to stimulate interest in the work 
of the Society, particularly in the study and 
conservation of ancient monuments, historic 
buildings and fine old craftsmanship. 

The president, the Lord Rosse, then 
introduced Dr. WILLIAM A. SINGLETON, a 
member of the council of the Ancient 
Monuments Society, who is also director of 
architectural studies to the York Civic 
Trust. Dr. Singleton read a paper on “ The 
Training of Architects and Craftsmen in the 
Protection and Repair of Ancient Monu- 
ments.” from which the following extracts 
are taken:— 

Probably the most important step in the 
right direction has been taken by the Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, who 
have reinstituted their Lethaby Scholarship. 
This was originally instituted in 1930 by the 
Society, in memory of the late Professor 
W. R. Lethaby, to enable architectural 
students to study for a period of six months 
the repair of ancient buildings under the 
guidance of architect-members of the 
Society. This endeavour has proved most 
satisfactory and is an ideal solution to the 
problem. 

The Bartlett School of Architecture at 
London University, on the other hand, has 
set up a post-graduate diploma course on 
the repair of ancient buildings on a part-time 
evening basis. Although this is admirable 
and extends for one session it is obviously 
suitable only for those working and living 
in or near London. 

Probably the most valuable and interesting 
contribution in this field is now being made 
by the Academic Development Committee of 
the York Civic Trust. 

As well as these historical studies, the 
Committee have been engaged for the past 
few years in the architectural field as well, 
and I have the honour to be their Director 
of Architectural Studies. A comprehensive 
series of short but fully. residential courses 
has been set up called the “ York Courses 
on Protection and Repair of Historic Build- 
ings.” These are a development of the 
already well-established annual summer 
schools of architectural study, which they 
now supplement. The first course was held 
at York last September and was an unquali- 
fied success, drawing architects, surveyors 


and builders from all over Britain. At 
Easter two more highly successful courses 
were held and an ambitious programme is 
planned for the next 18 months. 

From the foregoing remarks, it will be 
evident that the training of architects is well 
in hand and architects and surveyars can 
now obtain first-class training in a variety 
of ways for this most important work. 

The training of craftsmen, however, is a 
rather more difficult problem, particularly 
in the case of masons. First and foremost, 
recruits to this kind of work must be real 
craftsmen. That is to say they must have 
their work and craft at heart and must have 
a sympathetic approach to materials, tech- 
niques and the buildings themselves. Every- 
ene has not always the right temperament 
for such work. Specialised training and 
apprenticeship will be long and arduous, 
but to interested and sympathetic craftsmen 
the reward and satisfaction will be great. 

Several schemes have been put forward 
lately for the training of suitable craftsmen, 
but the method most likely to give the best 
results is that of making use of the existing 
cathedral workshops. Many difficulties and 
obstacles would, of course, have to be over- 
come, but I feel sure that a suitable scheme 
could be worked out in each diocese. Much 
reorganisation and extension of existing 
facilities would be required, but with the 
co-operation of all concerned this should be 
possible. 

I hope that the various societies and public 
bodies interested in protection and repair 
work will find it possible in the very near 
future to get together and make some plans 
for the training of craftsmen in this most 
important but specialist subject. 


Text of New Bill 


ER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY 

OFFICE has published the text of the 
Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments 
Bill, 1953,* which is intended to give the 
Government powers to assist in the preserva- 
tion of buildings of outstanding historic 
and architectural merit. 

It is proposed to set up three Historic 
Buildings Councils, one each for England, 
Wales and Scotland to advise the Minister 
of Works in the exercise of his powers of 
making grants to and acquiring historic 
buildings conferred under the Bill. The 
Council for Scotland will, in addition, advise 
the Secretary of State for Scotlard on his 
functions in connect'on with historic houses 
under the Town and Country Planning (Scot- 
land) Act, 1947. It is intended that the 
Councils will be bodies of high standing so 
that the Minister will have available to him 
a wide range of knowledge and experience. 
Not only experts on historic houses and 
their contents will be appointed, but also 
people experienced in their management and 
in other related fields. The Minister will be 
under statutory obligation to consult the 
Councils except in an emergency. The 
Councils wil] be required to report annually 
and copies of the reports are to be placed 
before both Houses of Parliament. 

The Minister of Works is to be given 
power to make grants towards the upkeep 
of buildings of outstanding historic or archi- 
tectural interest, their contents and 
“amenity” land. The Minister is also to 
be given power to acquire by agreement 
with their owners such houses and their con- 





* Published by HM Stationery Office, price 9% 
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tents, and in certain circumstances to assist 
local authorities and the Nationa! Trusts in 
their acquisition. The Minister will not be 
given any new powers of compulsory pur- 
chase, but in addition to enabling h'm to pur- 
chase historic buildings and their contents 
by agreement, the bill will provide him with 
funds for exercising the existing powers of 
purchase, e.g., under Section 41 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947. Provision 
is also made to enable the Minister to accept 
endowments for the upkeep of historic build- 
ings in his ownership or charge. The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer has agreed to make 
available £250,000 a year for grants and 
£500,000 spread over five years for the 
acquisition of property under the Bill. 


These provisions do not alter the Govern- 
ment’s power to protect historic buildings 
and ancient monuments. 


The opportunity has been taken to make 
procedural alterations to the Ancient Monu- 
ments Acts. At present, a Preservation 
Order to which objection is taken lapses 
after 21 months unless it is confirmed by an 
Act of Parliament. As a result of the diffi- 
culty of confirming an Order by Act of 
Parliament these powers have been ineffec- 
tive and they are most unsuitable for dealing 
with small cases. It is intended to replace 
the need for confirmaton by Act of Parlia- 
ment by Special Parliamentary Procedure. 
It is also intended to provide compensation 
for any loss suffered by the owner as a result 
of making a Preservation Order. 


*,* As reported In Parliament on page 73, the Bill 
received its second reading on July 3. 


INTERNATIONAL BUILDING 
RESEARCH 


New Council Formed 


THe INTERNATIONAL Council for Building 
Research (CIB) was set up on June 25 at 
the European Office of the United Nations 
by 11 “founder members” representing the 
private or semi-private bodies listed below. 

The statutes of the council were adopted 
on the same day by the first General 
Assembly of the International Council for 
Building Research, convened under the 
auspices of the Economic Commission for 
Europe (Housing Sub-Committee). The 
International Council for Building Research, 
a non-governmental organisation, succeeds 
the International Council for Building 
Documentation (CIDB), but is extending its 
field of work by setting up three permanent 
sections which, under the statute, are “ con- 
cerned with technical, economic and social 
problems in housing and building.” These 
three sections are the Experimental Research 
Station, the Studies and Applied Research 
Section, and the Documentation Section. 


The following bodies comprise the founder 
members of the council: Dokumentations- 
zentrum fiir Technik und Wirtschaft 
(Austria); Centre Belge de Documentation et 
d'Information de la Construction (CEDOC} 
(Belgium); the Danish National Institute for 
Building Research (Denmark); Centre Scien- 
tifique. et Technique du Batiment (France); 
Comité National Italien pour I’Habitat 
(Italy); Bouwcentrum (Netherlands); the 


Swedish Committee for Building Research 
(Sweden); Building Research Station, Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research 
(United Kingdom); Building Research Insti- 
tute, Hanover (Western Germany); Building 
Research Institute (Norway); and the Hous- 
ing Research Committee (Finland). 
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OBITUARY 
Arnold Silcock, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to record the death on July 2 
of Mr. Arnold Silcock, FRIBA, writer and 
lecturer on architecture and the visual arts, 
known particularly for his works on Near 
and Far Eastern Art. Aged 63, Mr. Silcock 
was a practising architect all his life, and 
at the time of his death was preparing a 
development scheme for Herm. 

He received his architectural education at 
the Architectural Association and with the 
firm of Silcock and Reay, of Bath. After 
the 1914-18 war he joined his father as a 
partner in the firm of T. B. Silcock and Son. 
In 1921 he was appointed as architect to 
Friends’ College, Union University, Cheng- 
tu, Szechwan, China, and later as architect 
to the Provincial Government. 

Mr. Silcock was elected ARIBA in 1914 
and FRIBA in 1927, and served on various 
committees of the Institute. In 1939 he was 
awarded the Florence Bursary, one of the 
principal post-graduate prizes of the RIBA. 
which includes a grant for the study of 
Hellenistic or Byzantine architecture. 

He took an active part in the organisa- 
tion of several of the winter exhibitions 
of foreign art at the Royal Academy. He 
was assistant to the secretary-general of the 
exhibition of Italian art in 1930; architect 
to and member of the selection committee 
of the International Exhibition of Persian 
Art in 1931; and official lecturer to both 
these exhibitions and that of Chinese Art 
in 1935-36. Earlier, in 1932, he had under- 
taken a lecture tour on Oriental Art in the 
western states of America. 


C. Le Maistre, CBE 


WE REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
Charles Le Maistre, CBE, formerly Direc- 
tor of the British Standards Institution. Mr. 
Le Maistre was also secretary of the London 
office of the United Nations Standards 
Co-ordinating Committee. 


RIBA 


Notes from Council Minutes 


LLOWING are notes from the minutes 
of the RIBA Council meeting held on 
June 23: 

APP@INTMENTS.—National Consultative 
Council of the Building and Civil Engineer- 
ing Industries: RIBA Representatives for 
Year beginning July 1, 1953. Michael T. 
Waterhouse (F) and P. G. Fairhurst (F), re- 
appointed. 

West Suffolk County Council: Annual 
Award of Certificate for Outstanding Contri- 
bution to Suffolk Architecture: Assessor. S. 
Rowland Pierce (F). 

Council of the British School at Rome: 
RIBA Representative. Pr... @, .Free- 
man (F), in place of K. M. B. Cross (F). 
The second representative is Anthony M. 
Chitty (F). 

National Advisory Committee on Art 
Examinations: RIBA Representative. <A. 
Neville Ward (A) re-appointed. 

LCC District Surveyors Examination 
Board: RIBA Representatives. F. Milton 
Cashmore (F), L. A. Chackett (F), George 
Fairweather (F), Lawrence A. D, Shiner (F) 
—re-appointed. 

Architectural Association Leverhulme 
Scholarship Committee: RIBA Representa- 
tive. Anthony M. Chitty (F), Chairman of 
the Board of Architectural Education. 

_ Pant CoLour RaNGes.—The Council con- 
sidered a report submitted by the Ad Hoc 
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Committee on Paint Colour Ranges and 
approved in principle the recommendations 
made by the Committee. With the co- 
operation of the Paint Industry Colour 
Ranges Committee, the Committee have pre- 
pared a range of 101 colours (including one 
white and one black), referenced according 
to the Munsell system, and to be known as 
the RIBA Range of Paint Colours for Build- 
ings. This range has been devised to pro- 
duce a basic palette for architects, and 
includes many of the colours in regular use 
by Government departments and other pub- 
lic bodies. It is hoped that the range will 
go some way in reducing the number of 
paint colours which have normally to be 
stocked by the Industry and thereby also 
reduce the overheads of the manufacturers. 

It was agreed that a summary of the Com- 
mittee’s report should be prepared for pub- 
lication in the RIBA Journal and Technical 
Press in the near future and that the question 
of publishing the full report and colour 
range should be discussed with representa- 
tives of the paint industry. 


CRICKET 
Vitruvians beat Palladians 


HE annual cricket match between the 
Vitruvians (the building Press) and 
Mr. B. A. P. Winton-Lewis’s Palladians was 
played on the Richmond Cricket Club’s 
ground on July 3, and ended in a win for 
the Vitruvians by three runs after an exciting 
game in which both sides were up against 
the clock. D. Boswell {36) and G. Fyson 
(20) gave the journalists a good start, and 
when Boswell—who batted beautifully— 
was bowled by a good ball from Rapkins 
(who took five wickets of the six that fell 
for 30 runs), R. D. Mudie carried on the 
good work with a chanceless 51. R. Dowson 
then hit some quick runs, and the Vitruvians 
declared at 132. Rogers (41) and Westerman 
(17) batted briskly when the Palladians 
went in, and later Davis (21) and Rapkins 
(20) carried on the good work. With a bare 
30 minutes to go the score stood at 102 with 
four wickets down, and the game seemed 
in the bag. In the event, the last six wickets 
fell for 27 runs, three by run-outs due to 
excellent fielding, particularly by Alastair 
Boyd, who began the rout by throwing down 
Conway’s stumps from mid wicket. With 
two overs to go, five runs only were needed 
to win with three wickets to fall. Mudie 
clean bowled the first; the second fell to 
a suicidal run in the same over; and the 
last batsman was caught off the first ball 
of the last over, on the stroke of 7 o’clock. 
Such is cricket. E. Chamberlain and R. 
Little bowled splendidly for the winners. 





Wholesalers’ Building, Rotterdam 


The accommodation problems of many 
wholesale dealers in Rotterdam have been 
solved by the erection of one large building, 
centrally situated, in which each will occupy 
a portion. They will now be able to enjoy 
more up-to-date facilities than could have 
been afforded had each built separate 
premises. The building was designed by the 
Netherlands Architects’ and Engineers’ 
Bureau, Ir. W. van Tijen and H. A. Maas- 
kant. It has a floor area of 1,377,000 sq. ft. 
The efficient despatch of goods from the 
building is facilitated by three roads which 
run right through it. One road runs down- 
ward to the cellar floor, the second remains 
on ground level, while the third ascends to 
the first floor. 
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THE BUILDER 


Land Transactions and 1947 Planning Act 


Amendment of Financial Provisions 


HE Ministry of Housing and Local 

Government have issued the following 
circular (No. 41/53, dated July 2) to local 
authorities on the amendment of the finan- 
cial provisions of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, as it relates to trans- 
actions in land:— 


1. The circular refers to Ministry of Health 
Circular 129/48 (as amended by Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government Circular 
55/52) regarding the effect of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, on land trans- 
actions of local authorities and statutory 
undertakers. 


2. The Government have announced their 
proposals for amending the financial pro- 
visions of the 1947 Act (Cmd. 8699) and 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1953, 
has now abolished development charge on 
projects begun on or after November 18, 
1952, and cancelled the obligation to distri- 
bute £300 million in respect of loss of 
development values. Instead of making 
payments in 1953 in respect of all claims 
admitted by the Central Land Board, the 
Government propose that payments should 
be made only when loss is actually sustained 
as a result of planning decisions or acquisi- 
tion by a public authority. It will not be 
possible until the next Parliamentary Session 
to introduce the full amending legislation, 
but in the meantime it is necessary to modify 
Ministry of Health Circular 129/48 (as 
amended). The following paragraphs set out 
the basis on which transactions should take 
place as from November 18, 1952, (except 
where an authority was otherwise committed 
before that date). Further alterations will 
be required when the full amending legisla- 
tion has been passed. 


Acquisition of Land from Private 
Persons 


3. The normal basis for compensation on 
compulsory purchase will be the current 
existing use value of the interest in the 
land save in the following special cases :— 


(a) Unfinished buildings——Where buildings 
were unfinished at July 1, 1948, and fall 
within the provisions of Section 78 and are 
stll unfinished, the compensation may be 
assessed on the basis of an assumed planning 
permission to complete the works. 


(b) Land ripe for development on July 1, 
1948.——In the case of land which the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government has 
certified as falling within Section 80, com- 
pensation may be based on the permission 
!o complete the development. 


{c) Mineral workings.—Where the interest 
being acquired is an interest in respect of 
which a planning permission to win and 
work minerals is in force, certain modifica- 

's are made to Section 51 by the Town 
anc Country, Planning (Minerals) Regula- 
ions, 1948, 

4. Under the proposed amending legisla- 
Son, compensation up to the full value of the 
acmitted Part VI claim plus accrued interest 
wil: be payable by the Exchequer subject to 
‘erlain exceptions, in respect of all land 
w'uca has been acquired by a_ public 
&.ority at existing use value before the 
Passiog of the main amending Bill (see para- 
8'ar> 47 of Cmd. 8699) and a financial 


adjustment between the acquiring authority 
and the Exchequer is proposed. : 

5. The rule whereby the Minister will not, 
where compulsory powers are available, 
approve for loan sanction or other purposes 
the payment of prices above the current 
existing use vajue as certified by the District 
Valuer will continue to apply generally. 

6. The Minister will, however, be prepared 
to consider approving the payment, on 
acquisition of an interest in land by agree- 
ment where compulsory powers are avail- 
able, of a sum not exceeding the certified 
current existing use value plus the amount 
of the admitted Part VI claim in respect of 
that interest, plus interest at 34 per cent.* 
from July 1, 1948, to the date of acquisition, 
in any case where the owner of the interest 
in the land holds the Part VI claim and the 
District Valuer advises that the amount of 
the admitted claim is nearly known and that 
the case is straightforward and there are no 
complications (e.g., no apportioning difficul- 
ties arise). In these cases the appropriate 
claim or part of the claim should be assigned 
to the acquiring authority (see paragraph 8). 
The District Valuer (as agent for the Central 
Land Board) will be responsible for any 
apportionment of an admitted clam and will 
be ready to give authorities who are con- 
templating the purchase of land or who have 
already acquired land, information about the 
admitted claims (if any). 

If any local authorities wishing to take 
advantage of this arrangement have received 
from the District Valuer before the issue 
of this Circular information about the Part 
VI claim in respect of the land they pro- 
pose to purchase, they should nevertheless 
seek confirming advice from him for the pur- 
poses of this paragraph before submitting 
their proposal for Departmental approval. 

7. Where compulsory powers are not avail- 
able, however, authorities may pay amounts 
up to the full market value, as certified by 
the District Valuer, in cases where a par- 
ticular acquisition is essential to them. They 
should arrange for the vendor to ass‘gn the 
Part VI claim (if any) in respect of his inter- 
est (see paragraph 8). 

8. Under the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1953, the assignment of a claim is in 
certain circumstances of no effect unless and 
until it has been approved in writing by the 
Central Land Board. The position as it 
affects local authorities buying land is as 
follews: 

(a) Where the acquiring authority buy the 
whole of the land to which a claim relates 
and take an assignment of the whole of the 
claim, the assignment has to be notified to 
the Board not later than one month after 
the passing of the Act, May 20, 1953, or the 
date of the assignment, whichever is the 
later, and it is only if this is not done that 
the assignment requires approval by the 
Board. 

(b) Where the acquiring authority buy part 
of the land to which a claim relates and 
take an assignment of the corresponding part 
of the claim, the assignment requires the 
Board’s approval. 

In notifying assignments or in applying 
for approval of assignments, acquiring 





*Note: The rate of 34 per cent. applies pro- 
visionally until further notice. 
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authorities should clearly identify the 
and should state the name and address 
the person from whom the land is bei 
acquired, and also, where known, 
Board’s reference number for the claim. 
applying for approval to an assignment 
part of a claim, they should also state 
amount or fraction of the deve 
which is being assigned, and attach the 
District Valuer’s notification of the 
apportionment of the claim. 


Disposal of Land to Private Persons 


9. Disposals of land by local authorities 
to private persons should now take account 
of the fact that development charge will 
no longer be payable in respect of any sub- 
sequent development, and should, there- 
fore, take place at current market value, the 
Part VI claim (if any) in respect of the 
interest being assigned to the purchaser. In 
view, however, of the Government's inten- 
tion to limit compensation on planning 
refusal to 1947 values and to exclude com- 
pensation altogether in certain cases which 
will have to be defined in the main amend- 
ing legislation, it is important that it should 
be made clear to an intending purchaser that 
he is buying at his own risk and that in his 
own interest he should safeguard himself by 
securing planning permission for any 
development which he proposes before buy- 
ing the land. This is particularly important 
where, in view of the provisions of Part VIII 
of the 1947 Act, no Part VI claim attaches 
to land with development value. 


Transfers Between Local Authorities 


Transfers of Lane from one Local Authority 
or Statutory Undertaker to another, and 
Appropriations (other than in Areas of 
Comprehensive. Development within the 
meaning of Section 83). 

10. The basis should normally be: — 

(a) Prevailing use value or existing use value, 
whichever is the higher, if Sections 82(5) or 
84(4) would apply in the case of the com- 
pulsory acquisition, or 

(b) Existing use value if Sections 82(5) o1 
84(4) would not so apply (see paragraph 4 
above about responsibility for meeting Part 
VI claims). But the basis set out in para- 
graph 6 above may be used where the interest 
in the land was previously acquired on that 
basis. 


In some cases the compulsory purchase 
basis may not give a fair result on a transfer 
from one authority to another, e.g., where 
expenditure has been incurred in clearing 
land or improving bare land or where the 
land was originally bought at a price which 
included development value, but the 
“ prevailing use” value may not reflect the 
development value for which the vendor 
previously paid. In such cases the Minister 
thinks that the authorities should negotiate 
a price within certain limits and submit a 
figure agreed as fair between them for any 
necessary ministerial approval. The limits 
referred to should, in the Minister's view, be 
as follows :-- 

(1) Land to which on compulsory acquisi- 
tion Section 82(5) or Section 84(4) would 
have applied. 

(i) The cost of acquiring the land on the 
compulsory purchase basis. 

(ii) The cost of acquiring the land if it 
were free from the restrictions on develop- 
ment contained in the Act. 

There might, however, be cases where, 
even on this basis, the vendor authority 
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would not be fairly repaid for expenditure 
incurred on the Jand, ¢.g., where the land 
was bought at a price which included sub- 
stantial sums for existing buildings and busi- 
ness disturbance and has been cleared before 
transfer; cases where section 53 of the 1947 
Act applied to the land when purchased by 
the vendor authority; or again cases where 
the vendor authority has put in improve- 
ments such as roads and services which 
facilitate the further development. In these 
cases the upper limit for negotiation might 
be the equitable apportionment of the 
original cost of the acquisition plus the 
reasonable cost of improvements on the site 
and road frontages thereto. This apportion- 
ment would not necessarily have regard 
solely to area. 

(2) Land to which the provisions of Sec- 
tions 82(5) or 84(4) do not apply. 

(i) The cost of acquiring the land on the 
compulsory purchase basis. 


(ii) Where the conditions applicable to the 
adoption of the alternative formula for (ii) 
of paragraph (1) above apply, the apportion- 
ment of costs as therein provided, subject 
to a proper adjustment being made in respect 
of any development value assessed under a 
Part VI claim (see paragraph 4 above about 
responsibility for meeting Part VI claims). 

The formulae under (1) and (2) may not 
meet all possible contingencies and can apply 
only to land which at the time of transfer 
is clear of buildings. The valuation of 
buildings, and any other special circum- 
stances, will have to be considered on their 
merits in individual cases. 


For land which would on compulsory 
acquisition have attracted converted value 
payments, the provisions of Section 53 
should be ignored (except where a compul- 
sory purchase order has actually been con- 
firmed) and the damaged property should be 
valued assuming the acquiring authority is 
acquiring the land with the right to a cost 
of works payment. 

The District Valuer will consider cases to 
which this paragraph applies on the lines 
indicated above and local authorities may 
think it desirable, in order to facilitate 
identity of views, to consult him at an early 
stage in any negétiations. 


Transfers from and to Government 
Departments 
Transfers of Land from 
Department to a _ Local 
Statutory Undertaker. 


11. (a) Land held at July 1, 1948. The 
basis will be either prevailing use value or 
existing use value, whichever is the higher. 


(b) Land acquired after July 1, 1948. The 
basis will be existing use value (see para- 
graph 4 above about responsibility for meet- 
ing Part VI claims). But the basis set out 
in paragraph 6 above may be used where 
the interest in the land was previously 
acquiced on that basis. 

Where these bases would not give a fair 
result for reasons similar to those set out 
in paragraph 10, agreement may be reached 
on the lines referred to in that paragraph. 
For land which would on compulsory 
acquisition have attracted converted value 
payments, see paragraph 10. 

Transfers of Land from a Local Authority 
or Statutory Undertaker to a Government 
Department (other than in Areas of Com- 
prehensive Development within the mean- 

ing of Section 83). 

g- The bases should normally be those 


a Government 
Authority or 
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set out in (a) and (b) of paragraph 10. 


Where these bases weuld not give a fair 
result for reasons similar to these set out in 
paragraph 10, agreement may be reached 
on the lines referred to in that paragraph. 
For land which would on compulsory 
acquisition have attracted converted value 
payments, see paragraph 10. 


Comprehensive Development Areas 


Appropriations, Transfers and Disposals into 
and out of Areas of Comprehensive 
Development within the meaning of sec- 
tion $3. 

13. (1) Annex D referred to in Ministry 
of Health Circular No. 129/48 has not been 
published and in view of the effect of the 
White Paper proposals on the operation of 
Section 83 it is not now proposed to publish 
it as such. Apart from transactions in 
respect of land of new town development 
corporations (see sub-paragraph (2) belew). 
the appropriation, transfer and disposal of 
land in areas of comprehensive development 
consist of these transactions in areas of 
extensive war damage, etc., in respect of 
which grants are payable under the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, and indus- 
trial estates or other areas agreed to be Sec- 
tion 83 land, and they have been carried 
out on the bases set out in paragraph 7 and 
Appendix F of the Explanatory Memo- 
randum on the Town and Country Planning 
(Grants) Regulations, 1950, issued with 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
Circular No. 79. These bases, which Annex 
D would have applied if it had been issued, 
should accordingly be applied to transactions 
in land of these descriptions. 


The passage of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1953, does not require any 
other change than the assumption of com- 
plete freedom from development charge in 
lieu of the freedom, by virtue of Section 83, 
from charge in respect only of the develop- 
ment for which permission had been given 
at the time of disposal. The effect of this 
change will be automatically taken into 
account by the Valuation Office in assessing 
the market value of any land for Apvendix 
F purposes and no amendment of that 
Appendix in the interim period is required. 

(2) The remaining group of transactions to 
which Annex D was to have applied is that 
of transactions relating to the land of new 
town development corporations. The trans- 
fer of such land to local or public authorities 
has given rise to a number of special diffi- 
culties but as in practice they affect only 
a limited number of authorities it is now 
proposed to deal with them independently. 
The provisions of this Circular do not, there- 
fore, apply to transfers of land of a New 
Town Development Corporation to local or 
public authorities. 


National Coal Board 


14. By virtue of the Town and Country 
Planning (National Coal Board) Regulations, 
S.I. 1951, No. 716, compensation for the 
acquisition of specified land of the National 
Coal Board may be based on its prevailing 


use value subject to what is said in paragraph 
10 above. 


Charity Land 
15. In the case of land to which Section 85 
applies, the compensation should be based 
on the prevailing use value of the interest 
in the land, subject to the effect of Rule § 
of Section 2 of the Acquisition of Land 
(Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919. 
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BUILDERS’ “ NEAR RIPE” 


LAND 


Claims Charged to the Central Land 
Board as Offset to Development 
Charge 


MANY builders, in order to take advan- 

tage of the builders’ “near ripe” 
scheme, have charged “ near ripe” claims to 
the Central Land Board in order to offset 
development charge. 

Builders who have charged claims may wish 
now to sell or otherwise dispose of parcels of 
land to which charged claims relate. 
Ordinarily, in present circumstances, a vendor 
would wish to assign the relevant claim (or 
part of the claim) when he is disposing of 
the land. Where claims have been charged, 
however, owners gave an undertaking to the 
Board at the time of the charge not to assign 
the claim. 

In view of the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1953, and of ‘the proposed further 
legislation to amend the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, the Board will do what 
they can to enable assignments of claims 
to take place in conjunction with transfers 
of land despite the existence of the charge. 
The charge will (subject to the last three 
paragraphs below) need to remain while 
development charge continues to be owing to 
the Board. According to paragraph 54 of 
the White Paper on the “ Amendment of the 
Financial Provisions of the Town and 
Country Planning Acts, 1947” (Cmd. 8699) 
the proposed further legislation will provide 
that the value of claims for purposes of 
compensation shall be reduced by the 
amount of whatever development charge has 
been offset. On the assumption that this 
proposal will, in due course, come into effect, 
the amount of claim which is left after 
deduction of development charge would then 
rank as the amount available for compensa- 
tion, e.g., in the case of compulsory purchase 
or of certain planning restrictions. There 
would be no further liability to development 
charge and the Board’s charge on the claim 
would cease. 

The steps which the Board are prepared 
to take in the meantime to facilitate assign- 
ments of charged claims have been 
announced in their recently published 
pamphlet Assignments 1.* As announced in 
paragraph 2(e) of that pamphlet the fact 
that the value of the claim is likely in due 
course to be reduced by the amount of the 
development charge will make it difficult, 
and in some cases impossible, for them to 
agree to assignments of a specific sum or 4 
specific part of the development value of the 
claim. The Board will, however, normally 
be able to agree to assignments which simply 
assign “such amount as may be found 
appropriate or attributable under the pro- 
visions of future legislation to the land being 
sold” or which use words producing the 
effect. The Board accordingly recommen 
an assignment in this form whenever a claim 
has been charged to them. They will, how- 
ever, be ready to give advice to would-be 
assigners who find difficulty in taking this 
course. 

In addition, the Board are ready in certain 
cases in which an owner has charged to the 
more than one claim to release a claim (or 
claims) from their charge forthwith. There 
are many instances in which a builder, when 
first starting to develop, gave the Board ° 


& ee 





Act, 1983: Assignment of Claims. 


*Central Law Board: Town and Country Plannin: 
Assignments ! 
Gune, 1953). 











E ” 


and 
t 


ivan- 
‘ipe ” 
ns to 
offset 


wish 
Is of 
elate. 
-ndor 
n (or 
ig of 
rged, 
O the 
ssign 


ning 
rther 
untry 
what 
laims 
isfers 
arge. 
three 
while 
ng to 
4 of 
f the 
and 
8699) 
ovide 
s of 

the 
e has 

this 
ffect, 
after 
then 
ensa- 
chase 
There 
ment 
claim 


pared 
ssign- 
been 
ished 
ed in 
fact 
) due 
f the 
icult, 
m to 
or a 
f the 
nally 
mply 
ound 
pro- 
being 
th 
mer 
clair 
how- 
Id-be 


. this 


Oe] 


Ce ee 


~ 


rtain 
therr 
n (or 
Phere 
when 
ird 2 


anninz 
nts | 


10 1953 


.rge on more than one claim in order to 
n;ovide security to cover future anticipated 
development charges. It may happen that 
the land of a particular claim which has been 
charged has never, in fact, incurred a 
development charge. If (as would normally 
be the case) the claim relating to the land 
which has been developed and thus incurred 
a development charge has also been charged 
to the Board, they will be prepared, when- 
ever the amount of the development charge 
incurred does not exceed the amount of the 
“ developed ” claim (and assuming that there 
is no other development charge owing to the 
Board) to release from their charge the claim 
relating to the land which has not been 
developed. For example: A builder may 
have charged to the Board three separate 
claims, the development values of which have 
been agreed as £5,000 on the first claim, 
£7,000 on the second claim and £10,000 on 
the third claim, but development may have 
taken place on the first piece of land only. 
If the development charge on the first piece 
is less than the £5,000 agreed value of the 
claim, then the Board will be prepared to 
release from charge the second and third 
claims. The same principle would apply if, 
say, five claims had been charged to the 
Board but development had taken place on 
the land of two only. In such a case there 
would be scope for release of three claims, 
provided that in the case of each of the two 
“developed” claims the amount of the 
development charge in each case were not io 
exceed the amount of the claim. 

Where the original charge has been 
countersigned by a mortgagee his consent to 
the release will be necessary unless the mort- 
gage debt has since been wholly discharged. 

Where release has been given, assignments 
of the claims will then take place normally 
in accordance with Section 2 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1953, and the 
Central Land Board Pamphlet Assign- 
ments 1. 


[OFFICIALLY COMMUNICATED] 


CENTRAL LAND BOARD 
Annual Report 


URING the financial year 1952-53, 
163,909 determinations of development 
value in respect of claims were issued by 
the Central Land Board, according to its 
annual report just published. This, with 
623,977 issued in previous years, makes a 
total of 787,886 determinations issued. By 
the end of the year 784,897 determinations, 
or 96.8 per cent. of the total number which 
will have to be issued, had become final. 
The Valuation Offices issued 50,192 state- 
ments of proposed development value. This 
brought the total number issued up to 
808,587, which is within one per cent. of 
the total number of statements to be issued. 
A few appellants, states the report, have 
asked the Board to join with them in apply- 
ng to the Lands Tribunal for an indefinite 
idjournment of their appeals in view of the 
Government’s proposals, set out in the White 
per, for the amendment of the financial 
‘ovisions of the Town and Country Plan- 
ng Acts, 1947. The Board have, however, 
nsidered that the provisions of the Town 
ond Country Planning Bill when they 
ccome law will not affect their statutory 
ity under the Act to determine as expedi- 
ously as possible the development value of 
vterests in land in respect of admitted 
‘aims and they have ordinarily refused to 
‘in in such applications. The Board have, 
»wever, not opposed adjournments to 
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enable the appellants to consider the effect 
of the Bill when it becomes law. 

The Board paid out £2,557,234 (£2,235,284 
principal and £321,950 interest) in respect 
of 6,362 claims under Section 59; and £22,009 
(£19,226 principal and £2,783 interest) in 
respect of 94 claims under Section 56 of 
the Scottish Act. This, together with last 
year’s payments, makes a total of £3,382,400 
(£2.973,569 principal and £408,831 interest) 
which has been paid out on claims under 
Section 59 [56]. 

_ The Board paid £1,235,290 in contribu- 
tions to claimants who had incurred fees 
in the employment of professional advisers 
in connection with their claims under Sec- 
tion 58 [55] and 59 [56]. This brought the 
total paid to £3,785,978. 

No compulsory purchase orders 
been made during the year. 


ALUMINIUM IN BUILDING 
An Architect’s Appraisal 


LOOKING back on the technical develop- 
ment of aluminium in building since 
the war, it was possible to see a significant 
parallel development in design, and some 
remarkable structures had resulted, said MR. 
Rosert H. Matruew, CBE, FRIBA, when 
he presented a paper entitled “An Archi- 
tect’s Appraisal of Aluminium in Building ” 
at a symposium, organised by the Aluminium 
Development Association, on aluminium and 
aluminium alloys in building, on June 30. 

Mr. Matthew went on to refer to pre- 
fabrication, and we take the following ex- 
tracts from his subsequent remarks: 

On what is probably the smallest domestic 
scale—the design of poultry arks—the pre- 
fabricated technique for the complete unit 
is most successful. The problems of layout 
are simple and compact, and the repetitive 
appearance of the standard unit is bearable 
in most landscape conditions. 

On the human domestic scale, however, 
prefabrication has not had such happy 
results, due, not to lack of opportunity—far 
from it—but rather to the general method 
of approach adopted towards prefabrication 
by the central government departments 
responsible at the end of the war. At that 
time manufacturers with labour, equipment 
and material available in comparatively large 
quantities were anxious to enter the building 
industry as a new venture with a more or 
less guaranteed market. This is -not the 
occasion on which to attempt a detailed 
account of the great prefabricated effort of 
the immediate post-war years. In the funda- 
mental approach to the problem the produc- 
tion of the aluminium house differed in no 
significant way from that of many others. 

It may be sufficient to point out that if 
there ever was a more obvious chance for 
manufacturing industry to enter the building 
industry in a way that could have assisted 
it to make a great step forward both in pro- 
duction capacity and the design, that chance 
was available at the end of the war. The 
fact is that the “ prefabs.”, whether of alu- 
minium or not, are chiefly remembered for 
their high cost, their relatively poor per- 
formance under the test of occupation. and, 
above all, for their depressing appearance 
when sighted in large groups. . 

I may be quite mistaken, but my analysis 
of the situation at that time leads me to the 
conclusion that if an architect had taken, 
or been allowed to take, an effective part in 
the development team along with the manu- 
facturing designer, prefabrication technique 
would not have been treated at the highest 


have 
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level as a mere stop-gap operation until 
normal building methods could be resumed 
—in other words, as a technique to be 
thrown overboard as soon as possible—which 
is, in fact, what has very largely happened. 
The inflexible whole-house units adopted 
after the war proved inevitably to be a dead 
end. It was at the same time a salutary, if 
costly, lesson in the to industrial 
design applied to building. The history of 
the aluminium school, on the other hand, 
is quite another story, and seems to be the 
right initial step towards a new technique in 
building. This achievement has not been 
easy, and it is clear that the first attempts 
were highly coloured both by aircraft pro- 
duction technique and prefab. i 
experience. It does seem, however, that 
emerging from this intensive phase of deve- 
lopment is a saner approach of prefabrica- 
tion to building, and the first essentials for 
anything more than emergency or temporary 
buildings are now apparently being accepted. 


Essentials of New Approach 


These essentials are, in my opinion, an 
abandonment of the conception of the 
whole-building unit, and in its place a con- 
centration on the manufacture of relatively 
small, flexible components; the combination 
of modular sizing with good planning; and 
the technical solution of the completely flat 
roof. To those who are interested in this 
aspect of building development work a close 
study of the successive schools designed by 
the Ministry of Education, in collaboration 
with various local education authorities, is 
an education in itself. I hope that shortly 
the Ministry will issue a full case history for 
the benefit not only of architects and struc- 
tural engineers, but also of the industry as 
a whole, and also for the benefit of those 
public authorities who, by reason of their 
large and continuing programmes of build- 
ing, have more than a passing interest in 
the progressive economy of building tech- 
nique. It is, perhaps, needless to add that 
in addition to the above desiderata it is 
essential that the designing team should have 
the very highest quality of design ability 
available, representing both the architectural 
and the manufacturing and production sides. 

In the last few years a great deal of know- 
ledge has become available, and, even more 
important from the point of view of the 
architect, a good deal of experience in 
building has taken place. There are manv 
things that the architect would stil] like to 
know: for instance, the full possibilities of 
the use of aluminium for flashings—in some 
ways the ductility of the metal is ideal for 
this purpose, yet in others its very behaviour 
in association with other materials makes its 
use for flashings difficult; the right technique 
for fitting together the ends of rollings. 
pressings and extrusions with complicated 
profiles; the effect of condensation on thin 
framed walling; the chemical surface treat- 
ment for external use in heavily polluted 
atmospheres; the effect of fire and high tem- 
peratures on structural members. On all 
these points research and development work 
is now taking place, and I have no doubt 
that before long full Codes of Practice will 
be available for the guidance of architects, 
but to the architect the final test must be use. 


Other Papers Presented 


A paper on “ Aluminium and Craftsmen 
in Building.” by G. H. Friese-Greene, and 
another entitled “Aluminium for Roofing 
and Cladding,” by E. G. West, were also 
presented at the symposium. 












a Pe 


* 
. oF 
4 RS 8 25 1 


een. Sas 
“ruse 


. 
tyler 
aes 


% 


<e 
a 
- 


* 
ee ES 


eed 


we eres > 


ae Sor ee: sae 
4 
hy yy a Gee 


waa 2 
per 





*. lt % ty 


rt ee | 
ag BS 


t 
. : es s ptm pt ot 


4 +9 >’ 
Fala 


. 
at 


é 
om 
we 

Ped 





Het S 
of a» 
fam, “8 


iim, 


we times ies 
ya > aah 
#2 * 


ye ee 


SRM RT PRED, 


i® 


tig 0 os el iateal 
hess -FHT- 


car 


a to 
te 


aR ae cat A i ee tag 


Sa 


me as é 
ts 








IN PARLIAMENT 
New Towns Bill 


ON June 30, Mr. Marpces, Parliamentary 

Secretary to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, moved in the House 
of Commons the second reading of the New 
Towns Bill which, he said, asked for a 
further £50m. on account of expenditure to 
be incurred in the new towns. Parliament 
had already incurred and sanctioned £100m. 
worth of expenditure on the 14 new towns, 
and the total cost would be about £250m. 
The Government were committed by way of 
contracts up to date to a sum of £87,500,000, 
and by the end of this year it would be com- 
mitted to an expenditure of £100m. Of the 
14 areas which had been designated, 12 were 
in England and Wales, and two in Scot- 
land. The total population expected to be 
housed in the new towns when completed 
was 480,000. 

Up to the end of 1950 592 houses had 
been completed; in 1951 2,534 were com- 
pleted; in 1952, 5,852; and in the first five 
months of this year, 3,176. Housing com- 
pleted to date totalled 12,154. The peak 
would be reached in two years’ time, when 
building should reach the rate of 13,000 
houses a year, 10,000 of which would be in 
the eight towns which were to serve the 
London area. 

He went on to explain that the policy of 
the Government was to have a _ balanced 
programme and a balanced community in 
the new towns. Industry must be intro- 
duced to match the progress made in hous- 
ing. It would be folly to make the new 
towns just dormitories for London. In 
addition to the factory space already pro- 
vided, an area of 1,351,000 sq. ft. was 
under construction, to provide work for 
6,859 employees. The flow of industry into 
the new towns was not satisfactory except 
in two cases. He appealed to industrialists 
to consider the advantages which might 
accrue from setting up their works in the 
new towns. At the end of May, 83 shops 
had been completed and 126 were under con- 
struction. It was intended to drive forward 
with plans for inducing industrial and com- 
mercial undertakings to establish their head 
offices in new towns and so relieve the con- 
gestion in London. One church had been 
completed and nine churches and two church 
halls were under construction. Three public 
houses had been completed. They were at 
Harlow, Hemel Hempstéad, and Stevenage. 
Nine new schools were cempleted and 17 
were under construction. 

It was important to provide community 
centres in order that the people might enjoy 
recreation and other amenities which made 
up the life of a town. A start with this 
had been made, or soon would be, in all 
new towns. Before starting more new towns 
the Government thought it would be better 
to make a good job of existing ones, and the 
expanded town technique ought to be tried 
in towns which already had a community 
life. Delicate negotiations were proceeding 
over Congleton. 

In the subsequent debate Mr. LINDGREN 
said that though there were some things 
that could still be improved the new towns 
experiment had been a great success. 

Mr. Fintay found some evidence of shod- 
diness in the building of the new towns. 
Some of the building might not come to be 
regarded as inspiring examples of the new 
Elizabethan age. 

Mr. Tomiey said that the Board of 
Trade ought to grant more licences for 
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industries to establish themselves in the new 
towns. 

Mr. MAITLAND said the Government had 
so far evaded the introduction of new indust- 
ries into the new towns. 

Mr. MITCHISON declared that a substan- 
tial contribution from public funds would 
have to be made to put development cor- 
poration houses on the same footing as 
council houses in the matter of their rents. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH, Under-Secretary 
for Scotland, assured the House that it was 
not the intention of the Government to 
increase housing density in the new towns to 
16 houses an acre. The density at the 
moment was about 13 houses an acre and 
that compared very favourably with modern 
urban development. In regard to higher 
rents, there was no evidence to show that 
people were unwilling to pay for the better 
amenities and facilities which they received. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


Air Pollution 


On June 23 Mr. BartLey asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would ensure that the committee of 
inquiry into the problem of air polhution 
would include investigations into the effects 
of the discharge of sulphuretted hydrogen 
into the atmosphere in areas where there 
were colliery refuse tips and refuse from 
chemical works. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the committee’s 
terms of reference would be wide enough 
to cover this, but he would prefer them to 
decide, from the evidence they received, 
which particular aspect most needed investi- 
gating. 

SiR = WAVELL WAKEFIELD asked the 
Minister whether, in appointing the members 
of the committee, he would ensure that a 
sufficient number of those appointed as mem- 
bers would be prominent men of science 
and qualified and independent fuel 
technologists. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he would. 


Bombed Sites in London 


Dr. Santo JeGcer asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government whether he 
was aware that there were bombed sites in 
central London in such a dangerous state 
that it was easy for children to clamber over 
the barriers and injure themselves, in some 
cases fatally, while doing so; and whether 
he would introduce legislation giving 
him full powers to ensure that such sites 
were made inaccessible to children. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he did not think 
further legislation was needed in view of the 
existing statutory powers, but if the hon. 
member would let him have particulars of 
any cases he had in mind, he would make 
inquiries. 

New Tradition Houses 


On June 30 Mr. Hurp asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government at what 
stage between planning and completion a 
house became a new tradition house in his 
department’s definition. 

Mr. Marples, who replied, said that 
houses, like skirts, acquired the old or the 
new look at the drawing-board stage. 

Mr. Hurp: At what stage in the depart- 
ment’s parlance does the non-traditional 
house become a new tradition house, and 
at what stage does a new tradition house 
become a non-traditional house? 

Mr. MaARPLES: New tradition house is the 
new name for the non-traditional house. 

{In a written reply on June 16 Mr. Marples 
referred to “several types of new tradition 
houses.” | 
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New Towns Expenditure 


On June 30 Mr. GRAEME FINLAy asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Goverp. 
ment if he would give the total expenditure 
incurred by Government funds in respect of 
the new towns since the inception of the 
New Towns Act, 1946. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that expenditure under 
the Act totalled £55,741,000. 


Canterbury Development Plan 
On June 30, Mr. LESLIE THOMAS asked 


the Minister of Housing and Local Govern | 


ment when the report of his public inquiry, 
held on February 13, 1952, into the city of 
Canterbury’s development plan was to be 
published. 

Mr. MARPLES said that the Minister's 
formal approval would, he hoped, be issued 
in the next few weeks. 


A Stockton-on-Tees Experiment 


On June 30, Mr. GRAEME FINLAY asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he was aware of a successful building ex- 
periment being carried out at Stockton-on- 
Tees which had enabled the provision of 
modern cooking, heating and _ bathroom 
amenities in old but sound premises which 
previously lacked them; and whether he 
would instruct his research advisers to con- 
sider carefully the potentialities of this type 
of renovation. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that the Minister was 
aware of this scheme, which was carried out 
with the aid of an improvement grant under 
the Housing Act, 1949. He was convinced 
that there was great scope for improvements 
of this kind all over the country, and was 
considering ways and means of encouraging 
more applications for improvement grants. 


Rehousing after Requisitioning 


On June 30 Mr. REMNANT asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government what 
advice he had given recently to local 
authorities on the need to rehouse persons 
occupying requisitioned properties. 

Mr. MArPLes said he was sending Mr. 
Remnant a copy of a circular issued to local 
authorities and a copy of the Working Party's 
report referred to therein. A further circular 
would be issued when the Minister had fully 
considered the Working Party’s second Ie 
port, which he had recently received. 


Scottish School Building 


On June 30 Mr. JoHN RANKIN asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland if he had 
taken note of the recommendation contained 
in the Eighth Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on Estimates, that the Scottish Edu 
cation Department should contain a separate 
branch in which architects, administrators 
and inspectors should work together in order 
to further the school building programme; 
and if he proposed to give effect to ‘his 
recommendation. 

Mr. Stuart replied in the affirmative. He 
said he set up in the department last April 
a Building Development Team on the lines 
recommended in the Select Commitice’s 
eighth report. 


Air Raid Shelters in Scotland 


In reply to a question by Mr. HANNAN 08 
June 30, Mr. Stuart, the Secretary of S:«t¢ 
for Scotland, said that about 15,000 suri.c¢ 
air raid shelters were still in existence 19 
Scotland. Demolition of shelters by lo-al 
authorities was suspended in 1948, and ‘35 
now carried out only when a shelter wa°> 2 
danger to public health or was structure ly 
dangerous. 
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4!l Hallows, Tower Hill 


On June 30 Mr. LLYWELYN WILLIAMS asked 
he Minister of Works what special licences 
for rebuilding had been issued to the Church 
of England in addition to its normal alloca- 
‘ion; and whether the licence issued to All 
Hallows, Tower Hill, for a large amount of 

construction was within, or in addition to, 
the Church of England allocation. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said that the Church 
f England shared the block allocation of 
licences for church building which was ad- 
ministered over the country as a whole by 
the various Churches Area Committees. The 
only exception to this procedure was the sum 
allotted to the London Diocesan Reorgani- 
sation Committee for the rebuilding of City 
churches. On the recommendation of the 
London Diocesan Reorganisation Committee, 
All Hallows, Tower Hill, received in the 
vears 1947-1952, £35,000 in licences, of which 
£4,351 was granted for specialist stonework 
and woodcarving, outside the block alloca- 
tion. 


Copper-Based Alloys 

On July 1 Mr. WILLIAM SHEPHERD: asked 
the President of the Board of Trade whether 
he would now make a statement on the 
report of the Monopolies Commission on 
the supply and export of semi- manufactures 
of copper and copper-based alloys. 

Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT said that the 
reference to the Commission limited their 
investigation and report to the facts about 
supply in the United Kingdom and exports. 
He had now decided to ask the Commission 
to extend their inv_.tigation to the 
bearing of the facts on the public interest. 
He would lay the completed report before 
Parliament in due course in accordance with 
Section 9 of the Monopolies ‘and Restrictive 
Practices (Inquiry and Control) Act, 1948. 


Fuel-Saving Appliances 

On July 6 Mr. Woopsurn asked the 
Minister of Fuel and Power whether, in 
view of the threatened shortage of coal next 
winter, he would speed up the introduction 

fuel-saving grates, stoves and other 
economical appliances. 

Mr. NoeEL-BaKER asked the Minister what 
steps he had taken to encourage the produc- 
tion of high efficiency open fires of utility 
pattern capable of easy installation in exist- 
ing fire-openings, as recommended by the 
Ridley Committee. 

Mr. Georrrey Lioyp said that the Coal 
Utilisation Council was constantly extending 
its Campaign in favour of these new appli- 
ances and he was glad to tell the house that 
last year nearly two million of them were 
delivered to the home market, compared with 
687,000 in 1951 and 345,000 in 1950. A six- 
fold increase in two years was a remarkable 
achievement and if the 1952 rate could be 
maintained for another two years pretty well 
half the homes in the country would have 
these appliances. 

Mr. Noet-BakerR asked the Minister what 
steps he had taken to establish new standards 

‘ performance, based on achieving a room 
“ficiency of 40 per cent. with coal, for solid- 
‘uel room-heating appliances, as proposed 

/ the Ridley Committee. 

Mr. Lioyp said that new standards 

performance were brought into 
orce on June 30. The efficiency stipulated, 
‘ogether with the revised methods of test, set 
: higher standard which, in many cases, if 
‘he appliance was appropriately installed, 
was comparable with the 40 per cent. room 
efficiency recommended by the Ridley Com- 
mittee, 
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_ Mr. Lioyp added that about 5,000 
improved solid-fuel appliances had been 
installed in Government buildings in place 
of the old type of open grate. Where 
further replacements were necessary 
improved appliances were always installed. 


Plywood Imports 


On July 6, in reply to Mr. John Hall, the 
Minister of Materials, Sik ARTHUR SALTER 
said that imports of plywood were at present 
controlled by linking the issue of import 
licences to purchases from the Ministry's 
stocks. The duration of this scheme would 
depend upon the rate of disposal of stocks. 
There was also restriction on the import 
of dollar plywood. When it would be pos- 
sible to remove all control over plywood, 
imports would depend on our balance of 
payments situation. ‘ 
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Historic Houses Bill : 

On July 3 Mr. Motson, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works, replying 
to the debate on the second reading of the 
Historic Buildings and Ancient Monu- 
ments Bill promised that the Government 
would consider whether there should be 
inserted in the Bill some right of public 
access to the buildings affected. While it 
was true that ecclesiastical buildings were 
not excluded, it was not intended that a Bill 
to preserve one kind of architecture should 
be used for the preservation of churches. 
He gave the assurance that the Historic 
Buildings Council would be a body of the 
highest standing and ingependence. 


After Sm Epwarp Kee.ine had strongly 
criticised the Treasury management of the 
Land Fund, the Bill was read a second time, 





BRICK MAKING PLANT 


Increased Allowance Needed 


(THE following is the text of a letter which 

has been sent by Mr. Norman J. 
Wigley, secretary, Midland Federation of 
Brick and Tile Manufacturers, to Conserva- 
tive Members of Parliament in the West 
Midland Area. 


To Conservative MPs (West Midland Area) 

Sir,—At a recent meeting of local brick 
manufacturers I was asked to express their 
deep concern with the Government's de- 
cision when an amendment was rejected, 
which was moved in the House of Commons 
on June 16 to increase the initial allowance 
for brick making plant and machinery to 
40 per cent. instead of 20 per cent. proposed 
in the Finance Bill. and to point out that 
this decision is inconsistent with the pressure 
which has been constantly placed upon them 
by the Ministry of Works, in common with 
all other brick manufacturers, to increase 
their productive capacity in face of a short- 
age in brick supplies of serious dimensions. 
That this is not a local shortage but a 
national one may be evidenced not only 
by the numerous Press reports of shortages 
elsewhere than in the Midlands but by the 
fact that the Ministry of Housing has taken 
active steps to limit approvals of tenders 
recently in order that the rate of municipal 
building both national and regional is not 
prejudiced, bearing in mind (as the Ministry 
Memorandum is reported to state) the short- 
age of bricks, cement and tiles. 

Although there has been an increase above 
expectations in the production of bricks in 
existing plants and every effort has been 
made by the manufacturers to that end with- 
in their competence both financial and 
physical, the relative gap between demand 
and production has undoubtedly widened 
over the past 12 months, and in this, and 
indeed in most areas of the country, there 
are now virtually no unsold stocks to assist 
the situation. Bi 

During the time when the level of building 
construction generally and of housing was 
rigidly controlled by the previous Govern- 
ment the overall demand for bricks at 6,000 
millions per annum was within the capacity 
of the existing works both national and 
regional; but the sudden up-swing in demand 
occasioned by the Government's accelerated 
progress towards its target in housing in 
1953 in conjunction with other necessary 
construction has out-stripped_ the rate at 
which existing works could increase their 
production to meet the demand. 


Furthermore a point has been reached at 
which the influence is being felt of the per- 
manent loss of some 400 works during and 
after the recent war (of which this area suf- 
fered the loss of 69) which it has been esti- 
mated accounted for 800 millions. per annum 
of the pre-war national total output. 

While up to date the expansion of output 
has been made possible by maximising, by 
various ways and means, the output of the 
existing works, any further expansion must 
now depend upon the replacement of the 
“lost” capacity in local brick manufacturing 
plants by the construction of new plants or 
more economically by extensions where 
practicable to existing works. For this pur- 
pose not only is substantial capital needed 
but time will be taken in construction and 
the earlier the Government reaches a de- 
cision more favourable to capital investment 
within the brick industry than jits present 


policy and recent decision indicates, the 
quicker a solution to the brick shortage’ 


problem is likely to be reached. It must 
be borne in mind that extensions in the 
brick manufacturing industry involve com- 
paratively heavy long-term capital expendi- 


ture; and in view of the fact that any reces- 


sion in demand occasioned by a change in 
Government policy or for any other reasons 
would first fall on local brick manufacturers 
and render redundant any new capacity now 
created, it must be demonstrable that capital 
invested or borrowed be capable of recoup- 
ment within a reasonably short period of 
time and for all these reasons the least con- 
tribution the Government can make is by 
way of extra initial allowances for taxation 
purposes. 

It is for the Government to decide 
whether it will give the assistance to the 
industry which it needs to encourage the 
necessary higher rate of capital investment 
therein or it must accept responsibility for a 
continuing shortage of brick supplies, so con- 
stricting its own overall programme as well as 
that of private enterprise, purely for the sake 
of maintaining a principle of non-discrimi- 
nation between industries irrespective of their 
relative claims and priorities in the matter 
of initial allowances. 

I invite you, therefore, if you would be 
so kind as to consider making immediate 
representations to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer for reconsideration of the deci- 
sion of the House on initial allowances for 
brick making machinery as an essential con- 
tribution to the solution of this important 
problem. 

Yours sincerely, 
NorMan J. WIGLEY. 
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NFBTO ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 


Decisions Made at Skegness 


MPHE following decisions were made by the 

National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives at its 36th annual conference held 
at Skegness from June 23 to 26 last. 

Forty-hour week.—That this annual con- 
ference requests that application be made 
for a forty-hour (40) week, without loss of 
wages. 

Guarantee (NWR 2A).—That this confer- 
ence is of opinion that the present 32 hours 
guarantee is inadequate, and urges the EC 
to press for amendment of WR 2A Clause 
2 (b) by alteration of the present figure of 
32 to read 44. 

Travelling Time (NWR 6A).—That this 
conference requests the EC to attempt to 
bring about an amendment of WR 6A to 
cover payment for travelling time both ways. 

Annual holiday period—That this con- 
ference notes with satisfaction that the prin- 
ciple of a fortnight’s annual holiday has been 
established by recourse to arbitration. 

It further notes, however, that the second 
week can; at the option of the employer, be 
taken in the winter period. 

Conference therefore requests the EC to 
seek to amend the Holidays Agreement for 
the 1954-55 period to the effect that the fort- 
night's holiday shall be taken between April 
1 and September 30. While conference agreed 
to this resolution it also decided not to be 
tied down to the dates mentioned at the end 
in view of the Platform’s explanation that 
the restriction indicated would lead to certain 
administrative difficulties. 

Labour-only sub-contracting.—That th.s 
conference expresses concern that in spite 
of the resolution pased at the 35th annual 
conference, there appears to be no indication 
of any improvement in the position of 
labour-only contracts nor any amendment 
approved revising and strengthening the 
responsibility for the bona fides of sub- 
contractors upon the main contractor; 
further it is noted that as a result of no 
positive action being taken the default of 
sub-contractors in relation to wages, holiday 
and insurance credits continues with sub- 
sequent loss to the affiliated membership; 
Conference therefore calls upon the Execu- 
tive Committee to take immediate steps to 
have withdrawn those sections of the incen- 
tive agreement applying to labour-only sub- 
contracting. 

Weekly wage-—That conference calls 
upon the Executive Committee to examine 
the possibility of the early introduetion of 
the payment of wages on a weekly basis, 
thus eliminating the hourly rate. This 
reform is suggested in anticipation of the 
future establ=hment of a five-day week. 

Local authorities agreement (public 
holidays).—This conference fully appreciates 
the arrangements made for stamping holiday 
cards appropriate to the building and civil 
engineering industries on movements of 
operatives between loca} authorities and pri- 
vate employment, desires to draw attention 
to the necessity of arrangements being made 
to cover the stamping of cards under the 
Public Holidays Scheme and requests that 
appropriate action be-taken. 

Building materials (shertage). — This 
annua! conference of the NFBTO noting that 
there is now once more a shortage of bricks, 
following recent official requests to use more 
bricks, and that there have been in recent 
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years repeated shortages of steel, cement and 
other essential building materials, protests at 
the lack of even the most elementary long- 
term planning. It points out that as long 
as we move from one shortage to another 
and back again, rea] efficiency in the building 
industry is impossible and it calls on the 
Government to plan the production of build- 
ing materials over a long term so that an 
increased building programme can 
realised with efficiency. 

Building programme—apprenticeship and 
standards.—That this conference agrees that 
the time is now opportune for a more sub- 
stantial and varied type of building pro- 
gramme to be undertaken that would allow 
for a better programme of training for 
apprentices. Conference also condemns the 
present tendency to sub-standard building 
in housing. 


Cost of Materials 


suilding materials (costs).—That this con- 
ference views the present price levels of 
building materials as disturbingly high, this 
being particularly evident in the range of 
materials used in housing construction. 

Accepting the assessment of the Girdwood 
Report of a cost of nearly £1,000 for the 
materials of local authority houses, this 
means that the pre-war proport‘on of one- 
third labour, one-third materials and one- 
third land, profit, overheads, has now been 
radically changed and that whilst the labour 
content has doubled in cost, materials have 
increased fourfold. 
_ Realising that substantial increases are 
inevitable, Conference nevertheless is not 
convinced that present prices reflect proper 
values and calls upon the Government to 
implement the recommendations of the 1948 
Simon Report and to set up a Committee of 
Inquiry in order to investigate costs of pro- 
duction, efficiency levels, price maintenance 
arrangements, trade rings and profit yields. 


East-West trade.—That Conference is dis- 
turbed at the continued serious deterioration 
of British exports, the further inroads being 
made by Germany and Japan into markets 
previously held by Britain, and calls for 
urgent methods to be undertaken by the 
Government to extend our present trade with 
the Eastern Democracies and China. 

It notes with alarm the admission of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. R. Butler 
that Britain can only dispense with supplies 
from socialist countries “at serious loss to 
our general economy and food supplies of 
our people.” 

This confirms our fear for the future of 
the textile workers and dockers of Britain 
who are suffering to-day from the effects of 
loss of trade in the world markets, and the 
continued shortage of timber in the building 
industry. 

Conference therefore urges immediate 
Government action to secure the widest pos- 
sible development of free and unfettered 
trade with the Eastern Democracies and 
China. 

Motions Referred to Executive 
Committee 

The following motions were specifically 
referred to the Executive Committee for con- 
sideration and appropriate action. 

Dinner intervals (NWR2).—This annual 
conference of the NFBTO calls upon the EC 
to take the necessary steps to abrogate the 
constitutional amendment which permits the 
working of a reduced dinner interval. 

Lodging Allowance (NWR 6B (3)),—That 
this conference requests the National Execu- 
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tive Committee to examine the rule goverp. 
ing payment of lodging allowance and jp 
particular seek to have alteration in th 
wording of the rule to provide for paymen: 
of lodging allowance to operatives during 
periods of sickness or injury whilst living 
away from home and necessitating remaining 
in lodgings. 

Operatives sent to a job (NWRE6C (3))— 
That this conference calls for the amendmen: 
of Working Rule 6C (3) by deleting five 
miles from district boundary, and substitut. 
ing three miles from the labour exchange. 

Holidays-with-pay (sickness)—This con- 
ference instructs the EC to press for an 
immediate increase in the value of annual 
holiday stamps—so as to create a surplus 
from which stamps lost through sickness 
can be made good. 

Holidays-with-pay (Rate of Payment)— 
That this conference notes with appreciation 
the settlement of an additional week's 
holiday in the building industry, and further 
instructs the Executive of the NFBTO t 
proceed with negotiations for full payment 
of wages for two weeks annual holiday. 


Civil Engineering agreement.—That this 
conference accepts as policy its determina- 
tion to obtain in civil engineering, conditons 
not less favourable than those laid down by 
the National Joint Counci] for the Building 
Industry, especially with regard to extra 
allowances, and that any improvements be 
embodied in a comprehensive working-rule 
agreement and published at the earliest pos- 
sible date. 


Sick pay.—This conference requests the 
Executive Committee of the Federation to 
consider the possibilities of establishing a 
scheme of sickness insurance within the 
building industry, by means of an extension 
of the holiday credit stamp system on either: 
(a) a non-contributory basis, i.e., payment to 
be made by the employer; (b) a partial con- 
tributory basis, payment to be made by both 
operative and employer; or (c) full con- 
tributory basis, i.e., payment to be made by 
the operative only. 

Local Authorities—A pprenticeship.—That 
an all-out effort be made to have al incom- 
ing apprentices employed by local authorities 
indentured under separate scheme from the 
building trade indenture, which means, in 
effect, that a special indenture be at once 
drawn up for use by local authorities and 
their apprentices. 

Political fund and committee—That this 
conference is agreed that the time is now 
opportune to further our political interests, 
and in furtherance of same a rule allowing 
for the formation of a political commitice 
selected from affiliated Unions be formed. 
Having in mind the aims and interests of the 
Federation set against the political trends 
exhibited in our economic and industria! 


activities, we feel that such a measure is lo: 
overdue. 


Conference, therefore, instructs the Execu- 


tive Committee to consult the Executis: 
Councils of the Unions concerned. 


Election of Officers 


The following were elect , 
term 1953-54: cted officers for t! 


President: James Mills. Vice-president 
bag te J. O. Weaver. Executive Coutinittee 
. Armstrong, W. Cotter, A. Dunne, J. C 
Hill, H. Kelly, G. Lowthian, J. Whittaker 
—_— Orders Committee: G, Brinham 
ni bc aegemne S es Peat, together with three 
Executive Senki 7 
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WAR DAMAGE REPAIRS 
Negligence Alleged 


WOMAN’S allegations that a London 
* Bridge firm of architects and surveyors 
had certified building work which was badly 
and negligently done, were entirely without 
foundation said the Lambeth County Court 
judge. 

Messrs. Kennard and Lowe, 19, Railway 
Approach, London’ Bridge, claimed 
£78 4s. Sd. from Mrs. Winifred Grace Shep- 
herd, as the balance of their fees for work 
done in connection with repairs at her house, 
44, Chiltern-road, Sutton. They had re- 
ceived fees amounting to £40 from the War 
Damage Commission, it was stated. 

When the case originally came before 
Judge Wilfrid Clothier, QC, he referred it 
to an official referee for investigation and 
report. At the resumed hearing the report 
was read in which the referee stated he could 
find no items which were not properly done. 
He found, however, that two items certi- 
fied by the architects and charged for by the 
builders, Parsons and Sons, of 38, Streatham- 
place, had not been done. This had arisen, 
said the referee, because Mrs. Shepherd had 
stopped the work in the middle and then re- 
fused to allow an inspection for the builders 
to make out their account. Consequently, 
they had relied on their memory and charged 
£46 for the two items, which they thought 
they had done. 

In 1949, Kennard and Lowe were ap- 
pointed by Mrs. Shepherd as her architects 
and surveyors in connection with the repairs 
to the house which had been severely dam- 
aged in the war. The lowest tender for the 
work, £2,320 by Parsons and Sons, was ac- 
cepted. The War Damage Commission 
agreed to pay £1,450 of this. 

Mr. Lawrence Kennard said the work was 
started in March, 1951, and Mrs. Shepherd 
soon began expressing dissatisfaction. The 
workmen complained about her interference 
and he told her that her instructions should 
be given through him and not direct to the 
builders. 

After a few months the work was stopped 
by Mrs. Shepherd, said Mr. Kennard. She 
then refused him and the builders access to 
take measurements and make out their ac- 
count, saying that there would be no need 
for an inspection if they had done their work 
properly. Parsons drew up their account 
from memory and he certified it. 

Mr. Leonard Parsons said his firm had 
sued Mrs. Shepherd in the High Court for 
£445 for the work done. The total cost 
had been £750, but the balance had been 
paid by the Commission. Before the action 
came on for hearing they compromised and 
Mrs. Shepherd paid £350, plus costs. She 
had, therefore, not paid for £95 worth of 
work, which was far in excess of the £46 
which they had originally charged for the 
two items not done. 

Summing up, the judge said: “I infinitely 
prefer the evidence of the plaintiff and his 
witnesses. Mrs. Shepherd was hopelessly 
inaccurate on many of the matters on which 
she was questioned. It is alleged that the 
work was done badly and negligently and, 
moreover, that Mr. Kennard connived with 
the contractors in this. Any professional 
man has only ene thing to do in the circum- 
stances; he must fight. 

“The charges have been investigated 
thoroughly by an independent referee and 
ne has not found one single stroke of paint 
was badly done. All he says is that two 
‘tems were not done at all, but were charged 
for because Mrs. Shepherd refused an in- 
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spection until ordered by the court. I am 
satisfied they honestly thought they had done 
these jobs. Everything in the case is in the 
plaintiff's favour and every letter is incon- 
sistent with the defendant’s story. I shall 
take off 18s. as the surveyor’s percentage of 
the £46 worth of work not done and give 
Mr. Kennard judgment for £77 6s. 5d., with 
costs.” 

The action had been remitted from the 
High Court. 


LAW REPORT 
Rectification of Building Contract 


CHANCERY DIVISION. 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE VAISEY. 


M. J. Gleeson (Contractors) Ltd. v. 
Sleaford UDC 

MR. JUSTICE VAISEY in the Chancery 
- Division on June 30 heard an action 
by Messrs. M. J. Gleeson (Contractors) 
Ltd., of Chesterfield-road, Sheffield, against 
the Urban District Council of Sleaford, Lin- 
colnshire, claiming rectification of a building 
contract entered into between the parties. 

Mr. E. J. Rimmer, QC, for plaintiffs, said 
they tendered for the erection of 68 houses 
on the Council’s Woodside housing estate 
for the sum of £80,376 and the tender was 
accepted in the sum of £80,380 after the cor- 
rection of clerical errors. In the Bills of 
Quantities plaintiffs inserted prices totalling 
£4,084 for four of the houses but in pricing 
the bills they inadvertently omitted this 
sum. The total of the bill appeared as 
£49 14s. 5d. instead of £4,134. The effect 
of the omission was that the price for the 
superstructure of the four houses was ex- 
cluded from the total of the plaintiffs’ 


tender and from the contract sum. They 
desired rectification of the agreement by 
increasing the contract price from 


£80.380 11s. 10d. to £84,467 18s. 10d. 

The Urban District Council, for whom Mr. 
Charles Russell, QC, appeared, said it was 
expressly provided that the contract was to 
be for a fixed sum and no price was ever 
agreed for the superstructure of the four 
houses. They denied that the agreement 
was executed by a mutual mistake in the 
omission of the £4,084. 

His lordship said he supposed that if the 
Council paid the £84,000 they would be sur- 
charged because the Ministry had only 
authorised a payment of £80,000. 

Mr. Russell said that someone in plain- 
tiffs’ employment did something of abso- 
lutely crass idiocy and unfortunately it was 
never noticed. 

Mr. Justice Vaisey: The cause is as un- 
discoverable as why the Light Brigade 
charged. “Someone has blundered.” 

Giving judgment, his lordship said it was 
obvious that £4,084 should have been in- 
cluded in the contract and for some inexplic- 
able reason it had been left out. 

“That there was a mistake is apparent, 
but it is no less clear that the mistake was 
the plaintiffs—not the defendants’,” he 
added. 

The Urban District Council had resolved 
at their meeting to accept the tender for 
£80,380 is. and this figure had been 
approved by the Ministry of Health. 

It did not follow that the Council would 
have accepted the tender if it included an- 
other £4,084. Nor did it follow that the 
Ministry would approve. 

The Council might have given the con- 
tract to a local firm. 

His lordship said that while he sympa- 
thised with the plaintiffs he must dismiss the 
action, with costs. 
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BUILDING MATERIALS 
PRODUCTION 


Ministry’s Policy Upheld 
ME. HUGH MOLSON, MP, Parliamen- 
" tary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works, speaking at the National Council of 
Building Materials Producers’ luncheon in 
London on June 30, congratulated the in- 
dustry on its achievement. The experience 
of the last 15 months fully vindicated the 
Government’s policy of setting the building 
industry free to get on with its work, he 
said. Production of cement in 1952 exceeded 
that of 1951 by 9.8 per cent. or 900,000 tons; 
production of bricks went up by nine per 
cent., representing an additional 542 million 
bricks. 

Building had gone ahead in a remarkable 
way. Over 69,000 houses were completed 
in the first quarter of the present year and 
294,000 were under construction at the end 
of that quarter. In addition, productive in- 
dustry was being granted licences freely, 
defence work was at a high level and 
licensing limits had been greatly relaxed. 
With a large programme of work before 
them masters and men in the building in- 
dustry had increased production beyond 
expectation. 

Mr. Molson continued: This success in 
increasing construction has, however, pre- 
sented you With a difficult problem. Con- 
sumption of cement by the building industry 
is well above that of last year. 330,000 
tons more cement was delivered at home in 
the first five months of the year than in the 
same period of 1952—an increase of nine 
per cent. Bricks are now scarce in most 
parts of the country but I want to congratu- 
late you all upon the steady and substantial 
increase in your production. 

The increase in cement production this 
year over last year, despite the serious set- 
back caused by the east coast floods, is 
expected to be 3.6 per cent. or 400,000 tons. 
The production of bricks had already gone 
up by 187 million or seven per cent. at the 
end of May. Tiles are not plentiful, but in 
the case of all other building materials there 
has so far been no shortage. That this should 
be so is proof of the vigour and vitality of 
your industries. : 

Although there have been increases in 
costs, your prices have not increased despite 
(or shall I say because of) the removal of 
price control. In the case of cement there 
was a drop in price; a subsequent increase 
in costs due to the increased cost of coal 
was absorbed by the industry itself. Since 
decontrol the price index of building 
materials has fallen by three or four per 
cent. 
with price control has been justified. 


Cricket 

A cricket match took place between the 
School of Building Surveyors Society and 
the College of Estate Management on the 
College ground at Hinchley Wood on June 
28. The College won the toss and put the 
Surveyors in first. They batted for 
about three hours and made a total of 181 
runs. The College did not get away to a 
good start and were all out for 111. 


National Savings Achievement 

The firm of John Laing and Sons, Ltd., 
has had a good record of savings among its 
employees since the early months of the war, 
and National Savings invested through the 
firm’s savings group now total more than 
£725,000. The target of £750,000 is expected 
to be reached by the end of the year. 
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THE MONOPOLIES COMMISSION 
A New Bil Introduced 


Government have mtroduced into 
Parliament a2 Monopolies and Restric- 
tive Practices Commission Bill, which re- 
ceived its first reading im the House of 
Commons on July 1. The purpose of this 
Bill is to strengthen the Monopolies Com- 
mission and enable them to deal at any one 
time with a greater number of references. 
To this end three principal changes are 
made. 

First, the chairmanship of the Commission 
becomes a long-term pensionable 2 ppoint- 
ment, and the Board of Trade is empowered 
to appoint up to two deputy chairmen—also 
on a long-term pensionable basis. The 
normal minimum age for retirement will be 
65, retirement will be compulsory at age 
72 and there is provision for removal on 
grounds of incapacity or misbehaviour. 

Second, the maximum membership of the 
Commission is increased from 10 to 25. 

Third, the functions of the Commission 
will be exercisable by groups of not less 
than five members. In relation to any refer- 
ence which has been remitted to it by the 
chairman, a group will have ail the powers 
and duties assigned to the Commission under 
the Monopolies Act and its report will be 
a “report of the Commission” for the pur- 
poses of that Act. No conclusion in a group 
report will, however, empower the Govern- 
ment to take remedial action under the prin- 
cipal Act unless it is the conclusion of at 
least two-thirds of the members of the 


oup. 

The Bill relates only to the constitution 
and organisation of the Commission; it does 
not in any way modify the powers and 
duties of departments under the Monopolies 
Act or the statutory conditions governing the 
making of references. 


SAFETY IN BUILDING 
Insufficient Precautions 


T the discussion, on June 21, of the 
papers which had been presented dur- 
ing the Congress on “ Training for Safety 
and Health in Industry” held during the 
week-end at Bingley Hall, Birmingham, Mr. 
H. H. Turner, building trades’ district or- 
ganiser of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union, made a plea for the build- 
ing industry to be brought more into the 
safety movement in Birmingham and other 
centres. 

“ Most of the discussions at this confer- 
ence have been about industries which are 
1953 so far as safety is concerned, but in 
the building and civil engineering industry 
we are still in 1903,” Mr. Turner said. The 
accident rate in the building industry was still 
the second largest in the country, he added. 

Up to the present, there had been no or- 
ganised “prevention of accidents” in the 
building industry. The factory inspectors 
had been helpful when their attention had 
been drawn to breaches of regulations, but in 
the city of Birmingham alone there were 
400 trade jobs in progress and it was diffi- 
cult for inspectors to make periodical visits, 
as they did to factories, for many of the 
jobs were quickly finished. 

_ Mr. Turner spoke of the dangers on build- 
ing sites from scaffolding not erected by ex- 
perts. He suggested that before a man was 
allowed to erect a scaffold and be responsible 
for it he should be qualified by an examina- 
tion by a factory inspector, a representative 
of the employer and a representative of 
de union. 
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CONSERVATION OF RAW 
MATERIALS 
Sources of Information 


FRssesecz ORGANISATIONS in Great Britain 

and the principal European countries are 
working on the problems of conserving such 
raw materials as metals, fuels, chemicals and 
textiles which are scarce. The work being 
done includes the discovery of methods of 
economising in the use of the materials, the 
provision of adequate substitutes, the re- 
covery of waste materials and the protection 
of materials liable to be attacked by corro- 
sion or decay. 

A list of sources of information on a 
wide range of subjects has now been col- 
lected by the Sub-Committee for Co-opera- 
tion in Scientific Research and Technical 
Development of the OEEC. The informa- 
tion available covers work being done in 
Austria, France, Germany, Italy, the United 
Kingdom and Sweden. The list consists of 
standard sheets, each devoted to a particular 
subject of research and giving the names and 
addresses of persons or organisations from 
which detailed information on that subject 
can be obtained. The sheets can be con- 
sulted at, or borrowed from the Technical 
Information and Documents Unit, Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research, 
Cunard House, 15, Regent-street, SW1. 


IQS 
Election of Officers 


THE ANNUAL general meeting of the 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors ~was 
held on June 27 at Caxton Hall, Westminster. 
In his address the President, Mr. H. 
Vincent Mace, FIQS, FVI, referred to the 
continued progress of the Institute, particu- 
larly to its growth of membership and the 
interest shown by the student quantity sur- 
veyors who have applied for junior member- 
ship during the past year. The examination 
entries were greatly in excess of any previous 
year. 

During the meeting the following were 
elected:— President: Mr. H. Vincent Mace, 
FIQS, FVI; Immediate Past President: Mr. 
John Gregg, MIOB; Vice Presidents: F. 
Illidge, S. W. Spencer, J. Lester, J. Youdan 
Briggs, E. G. Cornish. Executive Council: 
H. T. Burke, H. Fulford, F. Horsfall, W. J. 
Martin, L. N. Meakin, C. J. W. Parker, J. 
Saxon, R. Beswick Shaw, C. E. Smart, F. 
Biscoe Taylor, R. E. Biscoe Taylor. R. D. 
Wood. Branch Representatives in Council: 
T. R. Carpenter, R. K. Crouch, G. Easton, 
J. Fogg, E. R. Jewell, F. Smith, G. T. 
West. 


SOUTHEND STUDENTS’ WORK 
Architectural and Building Exhibits 


STupENTS of the Architecture, Surveying 
and Building Department taking courses at 
the Municipal College, Southend, held an 
exhibition of their work at the College from 
July 3 to 9. 

_A tubular steel exhibition feature, 28-ft. 
high and of tetrahedral construction, con- 
taining fins which revolved in the breeze, 
was the attraction outside the college. The 
exhibition was organised by Mr. J. M. Scott, 
BArch. FRIBA, head of the department, 
but all the exhibits, including the exhibition 
feature, were the work of students aged 
between 17 and 23 years. 

The exhibition was laid out in sections 
to show the progress of the students from 
their first to fifth years. 
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In the architecture section, typical draw- 
ing work was on show, including designs for 
a week-end bungalow, a golfing lodge, a tea 
kiosk and sketch designs of a shop front, 
and a housing development scheme, all 
created for sites in Southend. There were 
also several models. 

Samples of brickwork in the building 
section included a section of a spiral stair- 
case; there was scientific apparatus for test- 
ing the tensile strength of concrete; there 
was also a display of standard surveying 
equipment. 

The young carpenters had contributed a 
half-scale model of a domestic roof of 
dormer construction. and the cabinet 
exhibits included a particularly fine oak 
lectern. 


HOUSING OF KEY WORKERS 
Priority for Brick Industry? 

NUNEATON TOWN COUNCIL may give hous- 
ing priority to key workers in the brick in- 
dustry to encourage a greater output of 
urgently needed bricks. 

The workers will be allowed to jump the 
queue if local brick manufacturers can prove 
that houses will attract more men to the in- 
dustry and so help to ease locally the nation- 
wide brick shortage. 

Council representatives will meet manu- 
facturers shortly following a request by the 
Ministry of Works that key brickworkers 
should be treated “ like miners” and given 
priority in housing. 

Such a decision would mean making some 
people wait who were entitled to houses, said 
Mr. THomMas OLpDRoyD, the Town Clerk of 
Nuneaton, recently. 

“ Brick manufacturers say to us that their 
brickyards are idle. If they could get the 
men they could produce so many more 
million bricks each year.” 

Mr. N. J. WIGLEY, secretary of the Midland 
Federation of Brick and Tile Manufacturers, 
said his Federation supported the brick 
manufacturers’ claim “ 100 per cent.” 

Nuneaton, he said, was one of the most 
difficult areas for employing brickworkers 
— manufacturers were fighting a losing battle 
against the requirements of other industries. 

“If a house is to be provided for 4 
worker,” he added, “he will soon produce 
far more than the 18,000 bricks needed to 
build his house.” 


PLUMBING APPRENTICESHIP 
National Council’s Meeting 


THE Plumbing Trades National Appren- 
ticeship Council met on March 24 under the 
chairmanship of Mr. D. A. G. Reid, BSc 
(Eng), MICE. Among matters discussed 
were:— 

Registration of Apprentices. After dis- 
cussion on correspondence between the 
Council and the NJC for the Building 
Industry, it was agreed, “ That the Secretar) 
be instructed to confirm the acceptance of 
the arrangements,” the arrangements bein: 
“That Area and Local Councils should ser‘! 
their registration forms to the Secretary * 
the National Apprenticeship Council who, i” 
turn, would be nsible for submittiny 
them with the fees to the NJAB at month!) 
intervals.” 

Area Council's Statistics. The followin’ 
figures regarding PTNAC Apprenticeship: 
throughout the country were received 
Apprentices in training, 1,541; apprentices 
completed training, 1,985; indentures can- 
celled, 186; total number indentured unde" 
schemes “A” and “B,” 3,712. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Builders and Engineers at Golf 


in the annual match between the LMBA 
and Metropolitan Borough Engineers Golf- 
ing Societies, held at Hendon recently, the 
engineers beat the builders by 10} matches 
to 44. 


Sale of Council Houses 


Hoylake (Wirral) Council has decided to 
circularise their tenants asking if they wish 
to buy their houses. The tenants will be 
told that when council houses become vacant 
they will be offered for sale to other existing 
tenants of corporation houses. 


Study Tour 

A group of European wood specialists are 
touring the plants and research laboratories 
in the United States to study the use there 
of laminated timber and products. The 
three team members from the United 
Kingdom are F. H. Armstrong, Princes 
Risborough, Bucks, H. A. Collinson, 
Brockenhurst, Hants, and S. Woolf, of 
London. 


Presentation of Regalia 


Following a recent meeting of the Coun- 
cil of the English Joinery Manufacturers’ 
Association, Sackville House, 40, Piccadilly, 
W!, a dinner was held at the Dorchester 
Hotel, when the President, Mr. W. E. 
Adams, was invested with his badge of office 
as President and, in turn, presented the Past 
Presidents with medallions bearing the 
emblem of the Association, together with 
handsomely illuminated scrolls. At the 
meeting held earlier, Mr. Thomas Sibthorp, 
FRIBA, recently appointed as advisory 
architect to the Association, submitted a 
design for the Association’s stand at the 
Building Exhibition at Olympia in Novem- 
ber next. 


Electrical Awards 

The first scholarships given by the Appren- 
ticeship and Training Council for the Elec- 
trical Contracting Industry have been 
awarded this year. The _ scholarships, 
tenable for three years, for degree courses 
at a University or for Higher National 
Diploma courses at a technical college, and 
covering fees, examination expenses and 
maintenance allowances, have been won by 
D. A. Cole, Dagenham, Essex, Poplar 
Technical College; and B. H. Walter, 
Otham, near Maidstone (Maidstone Techni- 
cal College). The winners will receive their 
certificates of award from the Minister of 
bis Sir David Eccles, KCVO, MP, on 
uly we 


New Uses for Rubber 

The annual reports of the British Rubber 
Development Board, of Market Buildings, 
Mark-lane, EC3, and its research unit, 
Rubber Technical Developments, Ltd., which 
have just been published, show that 1952 
saw continued progress in a number of fields. 
in the course of the year 32 stretches of 
rubberised road were laid; over 100,000 
‘aquirles were received for information on 
rubber; 42 new publications were issued and 
485.000 copies distributed; films were 
screened to half a million people; and the 
Soard participated in 19 major exhibitions. 
Xecent work on rubberised asphalts disclosed 
a variety of potential new uses, including 
roofing, playground and other sports surfac- 
'ng, sealing compounds for sea defences and 
anti-corrosion coatings for pipes. 
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Increased Membership 


_The Council of the Federation of Asso- 
ciations of Specialists and Sub-Contractors, 
Artillery House, Artillery - row, SW1, has 
announced that the Metal Fixing Association 
has taken up membership of the Federation. 


Cricket Match Drawn 


The cricket match between Y. J. Lovell 
and Son, Ltd., and Matthew Wrightson, 
played at Beckenham on July 4, was drawn. 
Y. J. Lovell’s team declared at 152 for 7, 
and Matthew Wrightson’s scored 119 for 9. 


Election of Chairman 


Dr. H. C. Maurice Williams, OBE, has 
been elected chairman of Council of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute from October 1. 
Dr. Williams is Medical Officer of Health 
to the County Borough and Port of South- 
ampton. 


BBI Annual Meeting 


The 106th annual general meeting of the 
Builders’ Benevolent Institution will be held 
at the office of the Institution, 47, Bedford- 
square, WC1, on July 23, at 12 noon, when 
the annual report and balance sheet for 
the past year will be presented and the 
election of officers and management com- 
mittee for the ensuing year will take place. 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
Figures for May 


THE LATEST housing summary presented to 
Parliament as a White Paper jointly by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland, 
shows that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during May was 
26,013 compared with 19,488 in May, 1952. 
In the first five months of 1953, 118,706 
permanent houses were completed compared 
with 90,498 in the same period of 1952. Of 
these, local authorities were responsible for 
93,132, and 19.802 were built by private 
builders. 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Imports of Hardwood: Future Licensing 
Arrangements 


THe Board of Trade announce that im- 
porters should now apply for licences for the 
remainder of the year for imports of hard- 
wood from OEEC and a number of other 
countries. Full details of the information 
required in applying for licences to import 
from these countries are given in Notice to 
Importers No. 569 issued by the Import 
Licensing Branch of the Board of Trade 
on June 30. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 
The 1953 Yearbook 


THe 1953 edition of this Yearbook has 
just been published and gives a list of the 
2,000 British Standards current at the end of 
March, 1953, with a brief description of the 
subject matter of each. A comprehensive 
index simplifies reference. The publication 
gives the usual information on the member- 
ship of the General Council. the Divisional § 
Councils and the Industry Standards Com- 
mittees together with the names of the 
representatives on the main Special Com- 
mittees and Advisory Committees. For 
the first time the Yearbook gives a list 
of the British Standards under which the 
Institution's certification trade marks are 
used, whilst particulars of the work in hand 
of all the Industry Standards Committees 
are also given. 

Copies of the Yearbook, which is essential 
to all those engaged in industry and com- 
merce if they are to keep up-to-date with 
the increasing momentum of practical 
standardisation and simplification, may be 
obtained from the British Standards Institu- 
tion, 24, Victoria-street, London, SWI, price 
12s. 6d. 


DRAWING OFFICE PRACTICE 
British Standard Recommendations 


A NEW EDITION OF BS 1192, “ Drawing 
Office Practice for Architects and Builders.” 
has been issued by the British Standards 
Institution, at a price of 7s. 6d. It 
was considered that, in the light of present 
architectural drawing office practice, the 
1944 issue needed such extensive alteration 
that-a new edition was necessary. 

This 1953 edition gives recommendations 
for selecting sizes of drawings and drawing 
boards; illustrates types of line, methods of 
projection, graphical symbols for building 
components and services, suitable abbrevi- 
ations, ahd methods of indicating materials 
in section; and gives figures illustrating 
typical drawings and methods of indicating} 
structural steelwork. The layout and filing 
of drawings and the reproduction of draw- 
ings as prints are also dealt with. The Royal 
Institute of British Architects was among 
the many organisations, including drawing 
office material manufacturers, responsible™® 
for this British Standard. 

Also published recently is BS 1934,@ 
“Rubber Footwear,” price 2s. These™ 
British Standards are available from they 
British Standards Institution, Sales Branch, 
24, Victoria-street. London, SW1. LS 


IQS Examinations 

The Institute of Quantity Surveyors has® 
issued a list of the successful candidates ing 
the special test and professional examina- 
tions held in London and other centres last 
March. 
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TRADE NEWS 
Plastic Handles 


A catalogue has been produced by 
Plastocraft Products (Darwen), Ltd., Bolton- 
road, Darwen, showing some of their latest 
“Spenbro” door pulls and cabinet handles. 


Housing Materials 

The General Electric Co., Ltd., Magnet 
House, Kingsway, WC2, has cut the price of 
its standard lines of conduit fittings by 124 
per cent. This has been achieved by sim- 
plifying methods of production and develop- 
ing new products for building purposes. 


Trade Catalogues for Africa 

A Rhodesian firm of building and civil 
engineering contractors has informed us that 
they would be pleased to receive catalogues 
which should be addressed to: The Buyer, 
John Howard and Co. (Africa), Ltd., P.O. 
Box 1941, Salisbury, Seuthern Rhodesia. 


Building Boards 

A revised edition of the Fibre Building 
Boards Register has been produced by 
“Timber and Plywood,” 194-200, Bishops- 
gate, EC2. A number of new boards now 
available has been added. Also published 
recently is a Wood Preservatives Register. 
Both documents may be obtained from the 
offices of that journal, price Is. 6d. each. 


Chipping Hammer 


Designed for lettering, carving and art 
work on all classes of stone is the “ Baxtul ” 
chipping hammer made by the Flexible 
Drive and Tool Co., Ltd., 17, Queensberry- 
way, South Kensington, SW7. It weighs 
14 Ib., and can be supplied with 4 hp elec- 
tric motor or with fittings to couple up with 
an existing flexible shaft machine. An inter- 
changeable chisel sharpener is also supplied. 


Continuous-Burning Fire 


A continuous-burning fire produced by 
W. and J, Lawley, Ltd., Britannia Works, 
Sams-lane, West Bromwich, is understood 
to burn any kind of solid fuel economically. 
Marketed under the trade name of 
“ Britannia,” this fire has been approved by 
the Department of Fuel Research, and is 
available in several finishes with optional gas 
ignition. 


Wrought-Iron Gates 


The “Whitehall” pattern included in the 
range of ornamental gates and railings manu- 
factured by Cemp Metal Products, Ltd., 407a, 
Brighton-road, South Croydon, Surrey, has 
been extended. Details of this and other 
patterns are contained in a comprehensive 
brochure and leaflet produced by the firm. 
Items are understood to be available from 
Stock, and special orders to be supplied 
within 10 days. 


Anti-Corrosion Service 
To enable the general contractor to carry 


f out chemical resistant reconstruction work, 


a “Corro-proof” service is provided by 
Corrosion Proof Products, Ltd., 37, Portman- 
square, W.1, with the purchase or specifica- 
tion of their products. The range of products 


; includes cements, compounds and lacquers 


- 


resistant to chemicals. Detailed specifica- 
tions for the most suitable form of linings 
and floorings are prepared as part of the 
service, with recommendations as to suitable 
materials and their sources of supply. A 
technical staff is available to visit sites, and 


, craftsmen can be supplied on normal day- 


» WO) 


terms. 
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Selecting a Wrench 


A useful wrench comparator chart has 
been produced by Jenks Brothers, Ltd., so 
that the correct wrench may be selected for 
any of the various standards met with in 
industry. It also shows where one wrench 
opening is common to a number of different 
standards of hexagon, thus avoiding duplica- 
tion of stock. Copies are available free of 
charge from the manufacturers at Bristol 
Works, Bushbury, Wolverhampton, 


Rolling Doors 


The choice of operation for the rolling 
steel doors manufactured by G. Brady and 
Co., Ltd., New Islington Works, Park Royal, 
NW10, includes pole, endless chain, handle- 
wind or electricity. These doors can be 
fitted singly or in multiple units, with 
movable guides where the opening is to be 
divided. The rolling wood doors made by 
the firm can be supplied with inset plastic 
windows, and are either hand or electrically 
operated. 


ASSISTANCE FOR HOME 
OWNERSHIP 


Bootle Councillor’s Scheme 


BooTLeE (LANCASHIRE) CORPORATION is to 
approach the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government with a scheme by which 
it is proposed to make a wedding gift to 
young couples about to get married and 
who want to buy their own homes. The 
gift would be in the nature of the deposit 
required for the purchase. 


If the plan is passed, says COUNCILLOR 
S. MAHON, Bootle will lead the country in 
progressive housing ideas. He said there 
was no reason why people should have a 
millstone round their necks in the form of 
the initial outlay when buying their houses. 
His suggestion is to make a gift of as much 
as £350 to Bootle couples on their wedding 
day. 

Critics might say that was crazy, said 
Councillor Mahon, but it could be done. 
Why not give the young couples a chance 
to buy their own homes and at the same 
time save money for the town which would 
otherwise go in subsidies on rented council 
houses, he asked. 

Bootle Corporation is Socialist controlled. 





CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION 
MADE EASY 


By Leslie Turner, M.1.C.E., and Albert Lakeman, L.R.I.B.A. 
Gives complete designs and all information 
necessary for the erection of walls, columns, 
floors, roofs, staircases, beams, water tanks, 
retaining walls, stanchion bases, lintels, 
shuttering, foundations, etc. 

The sizes of footings, beams, columns, walls, 
and other parts of a building, to carry differ- 
ent loads and of different spans and heights, 
together with the reinforcement required, can 
be seen at a glance from simple tables. 

in each case the position of the reinforcement 
is shown in a drawing, and tables give the 
quantities of cement, aggregate, steel, and 
shuttering required, so that all costs can be 
quickly ascertained. 











118 pages, 69 illustrations, 16 tables. 
Price Ss. By post Ss. 6d. 
CONCRETE PUBLICATIONS LTD. 


Specialists in Books on Concrete 


14 Dartmouth St., London, $.W.1 
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CAST-IRON PIPES 


Housing Ministry Circular 


The Ministry of Housing and Loca} 
Government, in circular No. 37/53, refers 
to the ordering of cast-iron pipes and 
specials. The circular states :— 

The Minister is advised by the makers 
that because of increased production there 
has been a considerable shortening of de- 
livery periods for the smaller ranges of pipes 
(particularly 3-in.). 


Authorities were asked in paragraph 3 of 
circular 178/48, when ordering pipes, to 
attach a certificate that the scheme to which 
the order related had been authorised by 
the Department, and to refrain from seeking 
priority in deliveries relating to work not 
subject to authorisation. In view of the 
improvement in the supply position the 
Minister has agreed with the makers that 
a certificate is not now required for orders 
for pipes up to a value of £500. Para- 
graph 3 of circular 178/48 (as amended by 
memorandum dated April 25, 1950) is 
amended accordingly. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Str GEOFFREY MANDER, chairman of Mander 
Brothers, Ltd., of Wolverhampton, has just com- 
pleted 50 years of service with the firm. 


Mr. J. Barrie Grass has retired from the 
Timber Development Association. Mr. Glass has 
been deputy chairman, general manager, secretary 
and publicity manager in turn during his association 
with the TDA. Much of his career has been spent 
abroad with various timber concerns. At the age of 
19 he went out to Burma, and Rangoon became his 
centre for the next 25 years. After his return to 
England he was elected to the TDA in 1938. Two 
years later he became deputy chairman. 

Mr. C. F. BisHop, director of Thos. W. Ward, 
Ltd., has retired from the board of the company, but 
has consented to remain with the company for some 
time to come. 

Mr. F. J. THompson has been appointed com- 
mercial manager to the Express Lift eo, Ltd., 9, 
Greycoat-st., SW1, to succeed the late Mr. A. E. 
Hunt. 

The Steel, Peech and Tozer branch of the United 
Steel Companies, Ltd., has announced that Mk. 
Hersert McWuinniz, JP, has retired from the 
position of general sales manager, but will remain 
with the company for a period in order to advise om 
sales development. He will also continue to be the 
company’s representative on certain trade associations 
and committees. The position of general sales 
manager at that branch has been discontinued and 
all departments responsible to the commercial 
director, Mr. T. Vizer-HaRMER, will be co- 
ordinated through, and supervised by, the assistant 
commercial manager, who is Mr. MACKENZIE- 
MAIR. 

Mr. Georce F. Earie, chairman of the Biue 
Circle Group of Cement Companies, left London 
recently on a round-the-world business tour. Mr 
Earle will visit a number of the overseas companics 
in which his group is interested and his first call will 
be in Malaya. The tour will take just under two 
months. 


New Telephone Number 


It has been announced by The Thames 
Board Mills, Ltd., Purfleet, Essex, that their 
telephone number has been altered to Rain- 
ham 4670. 


Open Steel Flooring 


“ Flowforge,” a new type of open stec! 
flooring, is illustrated in a leaflet issued 
Fisher and Ludlow, Ltd., Bordesley Works. 
Birmingham, 12. 


Roof Decking 

A folder issued by Permanite, Ltd., 455 
Old Ford-road, E3, describes their “ Perma 
dek” insulated steel roof decking. This is « 
composite roof built up from pre-formed 
steel sheets, insulation board and bituminous 
roofing. The design is adaptable to fiat. 
pitched, curved and vertical construction 
The decking is suitable for the application 01 
various finishes, 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
From Our Own Correspondents | 


* Canada—Messrs. J. L. Demers Ltee, 
Levis, Quebec, wish to obtain the agencies of 
('K manufacturers as sole distributors for 
the northern part of the*Province of Quebec 
for the following hardware lines :—Carpen- 
ters’ tools, Saw sets, Striking hammers, Bolt 
cutters, Files, Brick trowels, Hand saws, 
Nail hammers, Screwdrivers, Pliers of all 
kinds, Pipe wrenches, Cast iron soil pipe, 
Cast iron water pipe. 

Interested manufacturers should write to 
the Board of Trade, Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department, quoting reference 
CRE/21410/53. All inquiries by telephone 
should be made to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 
2510. 

Germany.—Funds provided by the Cities 
of Hamburg and Lubeck, Germany, will 
enable a survey by Kiel University of the 
problem of constructing a north-south 
canal to link these two ports with the 
central-European canal network to be com- 
pleted this year. The present intention is 
that the new canal which will be 76 miles 
long will start from the Mittelland Canal at 
Fallersleben and after crossing the Weser- 
Elbe watershed join the Elbe at Hoopte some 
distance below Lauenburg. 


Greece.—It is now known that among sub- 
jects discussed by the Greek Minister of Co- 
ordination, Mr. Markezinis, during his visit 
to the US was the question of financing the 
works in the Evros Valley and the building 
of a bridge across the river to link Greece 
and Turkey. Total cost of the project is 
reckoned to be around $12m. It has been 
reported locally that Mr. Markezinis has 
received a proposal concerning the Acheloos 
hydro-electric project which is estimated at 
$60m. : 

The Agricultural Bank will be authorised 
by the Ministry of Agriculture to apply for 
a loan in order to construct a condensed- 
milk factory in Eastern Thessaly. 

Oil prospecting operations are to be 
Started in Greece shortly by an American 
company which has just set out from New 
Orleans. 


Guatemala—A port is to be built at 
Santo Tomas in Guatemala. The contract, 
news of which has recently been released, 
has been given to Messrs. Minor Keilhauer 
and Co., the Guatemalan representatives of 
the US firm of Morrison and Knudsen. It 
is understood that the firm will undertake to 
build the port in 18 to 20 months depending 
on weather conditions, at a cost of nearly 
{2m. The construction of this port is con- 
nected with the development of the Atlantic 
highway which has been much publicised of 
late. The Guatemalan Government's Five 
Year Plan which is estimated at about £10m. 
is sull no nearer construction stage. Plans 
have been prepared which entail a number 

ae and these will be published when 

vallable, 


* India.—An international exhibition on 
'-cost housing which is being organised by 
‘ie Ministry of Works, Housing and Supply, 
“overnment of India, is to be held at New 
Ucihi from January 20 to March 5, 1954. 
\pplications for space, in the prescribed 
should reach the Director, Interna- 

OK Housing Exhibition, Ministry of 
Works, Housing and Supply, “P” Block, 
New Delhi, by July 31 next. A copy of 


‘from the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
‘mation Service. 
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the prospectus and guide may be inspected 
by interested UK firms in Room 6168 of 
the Board of Trade, Commercial Relations 
and Export Department, Horse Guards-ave., 
London, S.W.1. Any inquiries by telephone 
should be made to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2413. 


Peru.—The Press of Peru is campaigning 
for the building of a chain of luxury hotels 
to attract tourists to the country, Acting 
on this the Government has already accepted 
a local firm’s tender for the construction of 
a tourist hotel at Urubamba. Other hotels 
are now being planned for Chincha, 
Mollendo, and Chiclayo. The address of the 
Government-owned company which controls 
Peru’s chain of tourist hotels is Compania 
Hotelera del Peru S.A. 28 de Julio 948, Lima. 

A number of well-known oil companies 
have applied for concessions to prospect for 
oil. This foresees the vast extensions to the 
industry already being urged as well as the 
construction of new towns on the sites of 
the new oilfields. The Peruvian firm of 
bankers known as A. and F. Wiese hold 
about 93,587 hectares of oil country. A 
partnership has been formed between this 
company and the Union Oil Company of 
California. Building contractors in the oil 
industry would be well advised to follow up 
all the research work that is now being 
pursued. 


Portugal——A thermal power station is to 
be built in a large coal field near Oporto, 
Portugal, as a precaution against dry years. 
Projects in the current Six-Year Plan include 
the development of the Zezere, Cavado and 
Douro valleys. A company is to be formed 
shortly to commence development of the 
Douro scheme at the town of Picote in the 
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Portuguese section of the international 
stretch of the Douro where it forms the 
frontier with Spain. 

*USA.—Messrs. Kenneth L, Tamisie and 
Company, 1825 SW 6th-avenue, Portland 1, 
Oregon, is interested in receiving quota- 
tions from UK manufacturers of building 
specialities, including steel rolling doors for 
garages, etc., safety treads for stairs (of 
rubber or metal) X-ray protection material, 
metal louvres for windows, roof ventilators, 
skylights, etc. Interested manufacturers 
should submit full particulars of their pro- 
ducts, including prices quoted in US dollars 
c.i.f. Portland, and a statement regarding 
deliveries, direct to Mr. Tamisie. All 
inquiries by telephone should be made to 
Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2510. 


HOUSES FOR THE £10-A-WEEK 
MAN 
National President on Builders’ Aim 

SPEAKING at the luncheon at the half- 
yearly meeting of the Southern Counties” 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
at Southampton, on July 7, Mr. WILFRED 
HorRSFALL, National president, said that 
results so far confirmed the wisdom of Mr. 
Macmillan’s policy of giving increased free- 
dom to private enterprise house - builders. 
The number of houses built by them in the 
first quarter of this year was 84 per cent. 
above the figure for the first quarter of 
1952. In 15 months the number under con- 
struction had risen by over 140 per cent. 
—a remarkable achievement when all the 
other calls on the building industry, includ- 
ing defence and flood damage work and the 
schools programme, were taken into account. 

“We cannot rest on our laurels, because 
our job will not be done until we have got 
home ownership back on the wide basis 
we knew before the war,” Mr. Horsfall 
continued. “I am one of those old- 
fashioned persons who still believe that 
home ownership is a good thing. It not 
only provides a stake jn the land but 
strengthens a man’s faith in the future. I 
know the difficulties. I know that in many 
matters the dice are heavily loaded against 
us and we shall need all the help and 
co-operation we can get from the local 
authorities, the building societies and banks, 
the materials manufacturers and the opera- 
tives, particularly in relation to costs. But 
the aim of all sections of the industry must 
be to respond to Mr. Macmillan’s challenge 
to build soundly constructed houses of the 
smaller type to suit the purse of the £10-a- 
week man. 

“We are already making good progress 
and we can, I am sure, guarantee to acceler- 
ate the pace provided the Minister gives 
us still further scope. In these days of high 
rates and high taxation it is well to remem- 
ber that each house built for owner occupa- 
tion saves the rates and taxes £700.” 
Canadian Housing 

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
reports that 9,902 new dwelling units were 
started in Canada during April, a gain of 
39 per cent. over the 7,127 started in April 
Jast year, and that completions were up 
19 per cent. to 6,325 from 5,325. The 
average length of time under construction 
was down nearly two months to 7.0 from 
8.9 months in April, 1952. 


Company’s Report e 

The report and accounts read at the annual 
general meeting of Vickers, Ltd., Vickers 
House, Broadway, Westminster, SWI, have 
been issued in the form of a booklet, as has 
been also the chairman’s review of 1952. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., registration agents : — 


Lawdon Partners, Ltd. (520189.) Regd. May 30, 
bidrs., bidg. contractors, constructional engineers, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: C. V. McManus, 6, Ade- 
laide-mans., Kingsway, Hove. 

Vesper Furnishings, Ltd. (520248.) Regd. June 3, 
interior and exterior decorators, efc. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Sub.: J. J. Slater, Oakdene, 423, Derby-rd., Notting- 


Contracting & Quarrying Co., Ltd. (520259.) Regd. 
June 4, 6, Anne’s-gate, SWI, municipal and 
civil engrs., public works contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Dir.: Lt.-Col. C. G. Price, 111, Victoria-dr., 
Wimbledon, SW. 

F. Pulman & Son, Ltd. (520266.) Regd. June 4, 
Crown Works, Hopwood-la., Halifax, joiner and con- 
tractor. Nom. cap.: £2,000 Dir.: A. Pulman, 5, 
Heath Mount, Halifax. 

H. Windass, Ltd. (520272.) Regd. June 4, 2, Hull- 
rd., Hessle, E. Yorks, plumber, electrician, painter 
and bidr. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: H. Windass, 38, 
Puicraft-rd., Hessie, E. Yorks. 

L.L. Products (Manufacturing and Trading), Ltd. 
520276.) Regd. June 4, 18, Queen Anne-st., Harley- 
st., Wi, heating, ventilating, elec. and genl. engrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: O. Wilhelm, 49, Nether- 
hall-gdns., NW3. 

hes Vale Construction Co., Ltd. (520277.) Regd. 
June 4, bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 
Dir: J. F. Brown, 73, Hampton Dene-rd., Hereford. 

Wyche Tile & Fireplace Co., Ltd. (520288.) Regd. 
June 4, 9. Silver-st., Worcester. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: A. Whittle, 57, Kingsway, Ansdell, Lancs. 

Bathe & Richardson (Builders), Ltd. (520317.) 
Regd. June 5, 48, Shirley-st.. Canning Town, El6. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. G. Bathe, 60, Reynolds- 
ave, Chadwell Heath, 


Essex. 
Chester (Builders), Ltd. (520333.) Regd. June 6, 
$1, Fowntain-st., Manchester. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 


Dirs.: E. Slater and Brenda M. Slater, Norwood, Hey- 
houses-la.. St. Anries-on-Sea. 
BE. & H. Mathews, Ltd. (520337.) Reps June 6, 
High-rd., Leyton, E10, bidrs., etc. Nom. cap 
2500. Dir.: H. ow. Mathews, 4, Hereford-gdns., 
fiford. 
Skusell. Ltd. (520354.) Regd. June 6, Allum- 
la., Elstree, Herts, to carry on bus. of bidrs., etc 
; | £500 in £1 shares. Dirs.: H. A. Skuse 
E. Skuse, Chestnut Mount, Allum-la., 
, 10, Mildred-ave., Boreham Wood, 


‘Walsh Builders, Ltd. (520360.) Regd. June 6, 23. 
King-st., Blackpool. Nom. cap.: £1,000.  Dirs.: G 
Walsh and Mrs. K. Walsh, 24, Walpole-ave., Black- 


H. Ford (Shoreham), Ltd. (520365.) 
June 6, 31b, Chapel-rd., Worthing, Sussex, elec.- 
engts. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dirs.: J. H. Ford and mg D. E. Ford, Byways; 

ry Hill, Storrington, Sussex. 
a eel Joiners and Builders, Ltd. (520377.) 
Regd. June 6, 84, Cleethorpe-rd., Gt. Grimsby. Nom. 
cap.: £2,500. Sub.: J. A. Ousey, 87, Gloucester-ave., 


C. R. Godieman, Ltd. (520378.) Regd. June 6, 
Brentham Bridge, Hanger-hill, Ealing, W5, demolition 
contractors, etc. Nom, cap.: £2,000 Dir.: Mrs. 
M. E. Godleman, 62, Tintern-way, S. Harrow, Middx. 

E. R. Jackson, Ltd. (520403.) Regd. June 8, blidrs., 
contractors. etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Mang. dir.: 
BE. R. Jackson, Elmdale, Manor-rd., Bishopsworth, 

istol 3. 
my Henshal! (Wilmslow), Ltd. (520404.) Regd. 
June 8, bidr., contractor. Nom. cap.: £4,000. Dirs.: 
E. Henshall and Mrs. E. J. Henshall, 39, Water-ia., 
Wilmslow. 

J. S. Bacon, Ltd. 


Regd. 


(520411.) Regd. June 8, Cornu- 
bia Works. Moorland-rd.. Par, Cornwall, elec. con- 
tractor. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: J. S. Bacon and 
Mrs. M. M. Bacon, Shalden Park-rd., Fowey, Corn- 
wall. 

S. E. Newton, Ltd. (520421.) Regd. June 8. 25, 
Monument-st., EC3, constructional engrs., etc. Nom 


cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: S. E. Newton and Winifred A. 
Newton, Silver Birch, The Woodlands, Chelsfield, 
Kent. 

W. A. Phillips & Sons, Ltd. (520483.) Reed. June 


10, The Bridge, Cowbridge, Glam, heating, lighting, 
ventilating and geni. eners.. etc. Nom. cap.: £6,000. 
Dir.: H. L. Phillips, Craig House, Cowbridge, G'am 

Erewash Builders, Ltd. (520438.) Regd. June 9. 
16, Regent-st., Long Eaton, Derbyshire. Nom. cap 
£2,000. Dir R ), Bayes, 145, Longmoor-la., 
Breaston 

P. J. Finneran & Co.. Ltd 
9, Wynford-rd.,. Acocks Green, Birmingham, public 
works contractors, paviors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5.000 
Dir.: P. J. Finneran, 121, Petersfield-rd.. Hall Green. 
Birmingham. 

J. Hood (Contractors). Ltd. (520460.) Regd. June 
10, The Gardens, West End, Caldicot, Mon. painters, 
decorators. contractors for public works, etc. Nom. 
cap £6,000 Dirs.: H. Mortimer. Mrs. S. E 
Mortimer and H. K. Mortimer, all of The Hall, Caldi- 
cot. Mon 

C. R. Porter & Son. Ltd. (520496.) Regd. June I!, 
plastering and granolithic contractors, etc Nom. 
cap.: £200. Dirs.: R. C. Porter and C. R. Porter, 22, 
Nansen-rd., li. ‘ 
EPbnerite Fleors, Ltd. (520497.) Reed. June 11, 322. 
Barking-rd.. Plaistow, E13, contractors and specialists 


(520440.) Regd. June 9. 


THE BUILDER 


in composition plastic and wood flooring, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £500. Dir.: G. W. Panormo, 325, Eim Park- 
ave., Hornchurch, Essex. 

E. R. Calder, Ltd. (520519.) Regd. June 11, bidr. 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dirs.: E. A. Calder and Mrs. 
M. L. Calder, 2, The Drive, Downes-rd., Langley, 
Bucks. 

Mann-Reddington, Ltd. (520554.) Regd. June 12, 
44, Merrion-ave., Stanmore, Middx, mastic water- 
So contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £300. Dir.: 

/, H. Reddington, 13, Hill-rise, Upminster, Essex. 

T. J. Newton (Constructional Engineers), Ltd. 
(520565.) Regd. June 12. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: 
T. J. Newton, 39, Holbeck-ave., Brookfield, Middles- 
brough. 

T. L. Chapman & Son, Ltd. (520566.) Regd. June 
12, 19/21, Auborough-st., Scarborough, bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: S. H. Chapman & Mrs. 
Dorothy Chapman, Mountfield, Staintondale, Scar- 
borough. 


The 


SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 


Ban on Selling Houses 


yLASGOW CORPORATION HOUSING 
COMMITTEE has expressed the 
opinion that “it would not be in the public 
interest” to allow the Western Heritable 
Investment Company, Ltd., to sell 5,314 of 
the houses built by them between 1926 and 
1935 for letting. 

This decision, which is in line with Labour 
policy, was reached in response to a request 
by the Department of Health for Scotland 
for the corporation’s observations on the 
firm’s proposal, and it was agreed to 
emphasise the committee’s majority view by 
appointing a deputation to the Secretary 
of State for Scotland. The minority 
wanted further consideration by a special 
sub-committee. A deputation from the 
King’s Park Tenants’ Association protested 
against the proposed selling of houses in 
their area. 


Edinburgh Rents Go Up 


EDINBURGH TOWN CouNcIL has decided to 
increase the rents of more than 20,000 of the 
25,000 Corporation houses in the city by 
amounts varying from 10s. to £15 per year. 

It was estimated that this would produce 
additional rental of £147,000 annually—less 
the resultant increase in owners’ rates pay- 
able by the Corporation—to meet an antici- 
pated annual deficit of about £150,000 on 
the city’s housing revenue account. 
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Housing Plans Altered 

SHORTAGE OF STEEL has caused Aberdeep 
Housing Comm-tee to abandon their plans 
for 300 maisonettes proposed at Mastrick, A; 
their meeting en June 22 it was agreed tha 
instead the site should be utilised for , 
similar number of tHree-apartment flats, buil; 
three-storeys high in blocks of 12. A total 
of 24 flats of this type will also be erected 
at Ashgrove, in place of the maisonettes 
which had been planned for that are, 
Councillor R. S. Lennox reported that 97 
houses had been completed last month, 
which kept the Corporation ahead of their 
target figure for the year. 

Scotland’s Housing in May 

THE NUMBER of new houses completed in 
Scotland in May was 3,180, an increase of 
973 over the same month last year, and 
1,379 over May, 1951. Total completions 
in the first five months of this year are now 
15,419. This total exceeds by 1,199 the 
previous record (set up in 1952) for the 
first six months of any year. These figures 
emerge from the monthly housing retum 
issued by the Department of Health for 
Scotland and the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government. The total of new 
houses built in Scotland under the post: 
war planning programme now stands at 
192,367 (160,191 permanent and 32,176 
temporary). Each permanent house has 
been subsidised on the basis that it will 
have a life of at least 60 years. 


Change of Address 


WITH EFFECT FROM July 27 next, the new 
address of the Regional Architect's Depart- 
ment, South-Eastern Regional Hospital 
Board, Scotland, 6, Cambridge-street, Edin- 
burgh, 1, will be No. 8, Drumsheugh- 
gardens, Edinburgh, 3. Telephone: Edin- 
burgh 27034. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation to erect a new public 
school at Martlrick, which is est. to cost £100,000. 
The architect is Alexander Gardiner (F), Corporation 
Offices, The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 

Bishopbriggs.—Plians in hand for a new Lanarkshire 
Medical Centre for The National Coal Board, which 
is to be erected at Wester Augingeach. The architect 
is James Allan (F), 58, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Carmyle.—Pians prepared by the architects for 
houses and services to be erected at Lind-rd., by 
MacLachlan’s, Ltd., 57, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Dundee.—Corporation to erect a Public Library at 
Keanway. The architect is J. MacLellan Brown (A), 
Council-ch., The City Square, Dundee 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for extensions for the 
Clyde Oil Extraction Co., Ltd., at their Mill at the 
George V Dock, Shieldhall. The architects ere T. 
Harold Hughes & Waugh (F), 296, Sauchiehall-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for extensions at Car 
munnock-rd. to the electricity station, for which plans 
have been prepared by The South West of Scotland 
Electricity Board, 137. Almada-st., Hamilton West. 

Greenock.—Pians in hand for new factory to be 
erected at Upper Ingliston-st., for Lahore & Fervison, 
Ltd. The architects are Frank Burnet, Boston, & 
Bell (F), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans in hand for scheme of recom 
Struction on The Municipal-bldgs., for which the 
architects are Crawford & Neil (A), Clydesdale Bank- 
bidgs., Cathcart-st., Greenock. ; 

Lanarkshire.—The East Kilbride Development Cof- 
Poration are to erect 114 houses at The Mains Housing 
Area (Site 4), for which the architect is Frank Scott 
(L), Torrence ‘House, East Kilbride. 

Paisley.—Pians for a new infant school fo" 180 
Pupils at Hunterhill have been passed by Deon of 
Guild Court. Plans for 219 traditional houses. 
mainly two- or three-apartment, at Glenburn. »ave 
also been approved. 

Peterhead.—Dean of Guild. Court have gr nted 
petitions by Peterhead TC to erect 80 houses a‘ ‘helt 
Catto-dr. and Blackhouse housing schemes aa 
approx. cost of £120,000. 

Rington.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans pre>ared 
for SO houses, for which their archifect is Samuel 
a ‘A), County-chrs., Beckford-st., Ham iiton 

est. 

Westercleugh.—P'ans prepared for ten houses and 
shepherd’s cottage for the Dear Estates Trust, for 
which the arshitects are Cullen, Lochhead & Bown 
(FF), 119, Cadzow-st.. Hamilton West. 
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THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and pre- 
yious issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still m but not included in 
this list see previous issues. with an asterisk are 
advertised in this number. The dates at the heads of 
paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 15. 

*+Chester-le-Street RDC.—{a) 86 houses at Polton; 
(b) 37 houses at Storeaton. F. Bowman, ARIBA, 
Estate Office, Gt. North-rd., Birtley. Dep. £2 Zs. 
Tenders by August 7. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Adaptation of 
nurses’ home to provide office accommodation for 
headquarters staff, Walkergate Hospital. R. Dobbin, 
Secretary, ‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-upon- 


Tyne. 
JULY 17. 

*t+tNorth-East Met. Reg. Hospital Brd.—Alterations 
and conversions at Southend General Hospital, No. 
15 B/9 and 10, est. cost £15,000. Secretary, Ila, 
Portiand-pl., W1. 

JULY 18. 


*+Essex CC.—(a) Romford Harold Hill site No. 4 
jun. and infs.; (b) Basildon Barstable jun. and infs.; 
(c) Harlow Little Parndon and Hare-st. No. 2 jun. 
and infs. Cty A. 

*t+tEssex CC.—Colchester Walnut Tree-way cty. sec. 
sch. Cty. A. 

*North Riding CC.—Police 
County A. Dep. £2 2s 

JULY 20. 

*tBirmingham City C.—Shops with maisonettes on 

various housing sites, City E&XS. 


JULY 22. 
*tIpswich BC.—62 houses, Chantry estate. BE&S, 
19, Tower-st. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by Sept. 10. 
JULY 23. 


*Ploughley RDC.—Demolition of cottages and 
erection of six pairs of houses, Bucknell. F. E. 
Openshaw, 65, St. Giles-st., Oxford. Dep. £2. 


houses at I1 sites. 


JULY 24. 
*Durham Cty. Police Authy.—One pair of police 
houses at Jackson-st., Spennymoor. G. Clayton, 


FRIBA, Court-la. Durham. 


Maesteg UDC.—26 houses at Duffryn Maddock 
site, Nantyffyllon. L. W. Janes, E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

*St. Helens EC.—Derbyshire Hill Cty. Inf. Sch. 
TC. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by August 24. 

+ Worcestershire CC.—Secondary modern school at 
Brandhall estate, Oldbury. County A. Dep. £5 5s. 


JULY 25. 


*Godalming BC.—Two groups of 30 houses. Bins- 
combe Farm estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Liwchwr UDC.—114 dwellings at Brynteg_ site, 


Gorseinon. T. Richard, architect, Council Offices. 
Gorseinon. Dep. £5 5s. 
*Torpoint UDC.—44 houses and flats, Queen’s Park 
Estate. C. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 28. 


*Walton and Weybridge UDC.—Pavilion, Bell Farm 
Recreation Ground. E&S. No dep. 


JULY 29. 
*Nerth Riding EC.—New inf. sch., Marske. J. H. 
Napper, A, 56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle. 
*North Riding EC.—New cty. jun. sch., Eastfield, 
Scarborough. <. Milburn & Partners, architects, 9, 
The Esplanade, Sunderland. 
JULY 31. 
*Bootle BC.—Eight shops with maisonettes at 
Sterrix-la. site. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Consett UDC.—Five shops and seven flats at 
Blackhill. Eltringham & Towes, architects, Derwent- 
Blackhill. Dep. £3 3s. 
_ “Southend-on-Sea BC.—Forty-four houses, 24 flats 
id 16 maisonettes at site No. 17. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 
" *Southport BC.—Day nursery, Talbot-st. Boro’ A, 
105, Lord-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 4. 
*Dagenham BC.—Public convenience at Morland- 
Broad-st. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s 
*Slough BC.—Six shops with flats over, 
estate, Burham. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 5. 
*Aycliffe Development. Corpn.—297 dwellings and 
arages G. A. Goldstraw (A), Newton — near 
Darlington, Co. Durham. Dep. £2 2s 


Priory 


AUGUST 7. 
*Bala wo —38 houses and site works, Hafan Bala. 
C. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 8. 
*Surrey CC. -—Garage building at Ewell. County 
E. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 10. 


*Chi phaos 
se, ag As 74 dwellings, Tower estate, Epping. 


AUGUST 12. 

*Hatfield RDC.—128 dwellings, 
Parker (A), 82, Great North-rd. 

AUGUST 14. 


*Southend-on-Sea BC.—Erection of 
onan (stage HD of Belfairs sec. sch. 


Dep. £2. 
NO DATE. 

Cheltenham TC.— Conversion of Eton Lodge, The 
Park, into five flats. L. Barnard & Partners, 
architects, 13, Imperial-sq. Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Manchester Hospital Management Com.— 
Inclusion on approved list of contractors. Group 
Secretary, Park Hospital, Davyhulme. 


Roe Hill. J. H. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


proposed 
Boro’ A. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 20. 
Coulsdon & Purley UDC.—Additional wood shelving 


and fitments at Selsdon public library. E&S. Dep. 
£2 2 
JULY 21. 
*Bootle BC.—Roof tiling to 24 dwellings and 
plastering to 32 dwellings, Rimrose-rd. site. 
JULY 23. 


*Staines UDC.—Repainting and redecorating 114 

houses, Holywell-way. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 27. 

*Easthampstead RDC.—External painting and re- 
pairs to 176 houses on various sites. E&S. Dep. 
£1 Is. 

*St. Albans CC.—External painting of 269 houses, 
24 maisonettes and 10 bungalows. City E&S. Dep. 


£3 3s 
JULY 29. 
*Deptford BC.—Exterior decorations to 28 requisi- 
tioned properties. BE&S. 
JULY 31. 
*Southend-on-Sea BC.—Re-roofing of junior block 
at Hamlet Court schools. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 24. 

*+Hayes and Harlington UDC.—Extension of play- 
grounds at Cranford Park sch, Phelps-way, Hayes. 
E&S 

Heston and Isleworth BC.—Resurfacing works at 
Hanworth-rd., A314. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Mablethorpe and Sutton UDC.—Laying of approxi- 
mately 8,464 yds. ng ig Silcock & Simpson, engineers, 
10, Park-row, Leeds | 
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Oldbery BC.—Asphalt of 7,000 yds. 
carriageways on Brandhaill . estates. 
BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 29. 

RDC.—-Laying of foul sewers and construc- 
tion of sewage works at Pick, 
Everard, Keay & Gimson, engineers, 6, Millstone- 
la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 31. 


Ampthill UDC.—Fitter house extension to Clophill 
pumping station, contract No. 1. J. Taylor & Sons, 
ein Artillery House, Westminster, SW1. Dep. 


AUGUST 12. 
*Hatfield RDC.—Road works and sewers, Roe Hill. 


J. H. Parker (A), 82, Great North-rd. Dep. £5 5s. 
AUGUST 15. 

West Cheshire Water Board.—Layi of mains 
from Little Stanney to Ince. G. H. Hill & Sons 
(Manchester), civil engineers, 51, Mosley-st., Man- 
chester, 2. Dep. £5 5s 


NO DATE. 


Border RDC.—Approximately 5} miles mains and 
two service reservoirs at Roughton Gill water supply. 
E. es. Clerk of Council, 7, Victoria-pl., Carlisle. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

East Retford BC.—Roads and sewers on the West 
Hill estate—Part I. B&WE, Municipal Offices, 
Retford, Notts. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 
Breatwood—Hovusts.—-UDC Surveyor the 
erection of 128 houses on the Bishops estate. 


Bromley—F.ats.—The erection of a block of flats 
at Longfield site, London-rd., is proposed by BC. 


City—Orrices.—Proposails for the erection of a 


block of offices in Bridewell-pi. have been made by 
Trollope & Colls, Ltd., bidg. contrs., 41-44, Gt. 
Queen-st., WC2. 


Croydoa.—Sire Acgursttion.—BC have purchased 
sites in Bensham Manor-rd. and Marion-rd. capable of 
development by 12 dwellings; por te 1? 
development by 22 dwellings; 

Kemerton-rd., capable of yn a ea 6 ee 


Croydoa.—SiteE AcQUISITION.— recom 
mend the acquisition by BC of the fitowine sites: ‘2, 
Windmill-gr., 183, Moffat-rd., 
rd., 29/33, ‘Elmers-rd., 285, SES and 
land at rear Pi fe) Syivanhurst ” and “ The Gables,”” 
Sylvan Hill, 

Croydon. meine —Proposals by W. H. Sharman 
& Son, Ltd., 50, Station-rd., West Wickham, for erec~ 
tion of 3 on site adjacent No. . Blunt-rd., re- 
ceived TP permission. 


Croydon.—Fiats.—Conversion of No. 355, Grange-~ 
rd. into 10 flats, proposed by J. Williams, Old Buck- 
hurst South, Withyham, North Hartfield, Sussex, has 
been granted TP permission. 

Dagenham.—Housinc.—Use of sites at 
rd. by R. G. West, bidr., Cathkin Manor-rd., Dagen- 
ham, for erection of five ‘houses, has been given pian- 
ning consent. 

Dagenham.—Houses.—Proposals made WwW. D. 
Crabb & Sons, Ltd., bidrs., Millbrook Sail ie. Chaos 
well Heath, for erection of 4 houses at et na 
have been approved by TP Com 

Dagenham.—SHops. Proposals for the rebuilding of 
2 shops with living accommodation and two garages 
at 174 and 176, Dagenham-rd., made by G. A. Smith 
& Co.. Ltd., with A. E. Evans, received TP consent. 


Friern -—Housts.—Layout for cul- 
de-sac containing 18 houses of Netheriondes _ * New 
Barnet, proposed by Day vrs gen as 70S, 


High-rd., N12, have been approved by BC 

Friern Barnet. — DrveLopment. — Layout plans 
have been submitted by K. R. Smith, archieset, 10, 
Bayley-st., WC1, for the development of site No. il, 
comprising land in Sydney-rd. and 
N10, and are recommended for BC’s approval. The 
same architect is also preparing sketch ms for the 
development | _ of site No. 14, “* Parkside” and 
** Chelwood 

Hackaey. --Punaany ScxHoot.—LCC Hsg. Com. pro- 
ane es of a my Ay ep on d-rd. and 

inswi -rd., to form part site of the proposed 
South Hackney enrcre 4 a CE primary eal ie the 
1954-S5S educational building programme. 

Hammersmith.—Perrot STATION. ~—Proposals vi 
been made by T. P. Bennett & Son, architects — 
Bloomsbury-sg., WC1, for the ‘deutioten ata of Shes 
petrol filling station on the site (after demolition) of 
159, Hammersmith-rd., as an extension to existing 
repair garage at rear. LCC and BC have given TP 
permission. 

Hammersmith.—DepartMENT Store Exrensions.— 
Town pianning approval has been given to the use of 
site at rear of 26-46 (even), King-st., W6, for exten- 
sion of their departmental store Messrs. Collier & 
Madge. 

Hammersmith.—INpustRiaL ButLomG.—BC have ng 
nee to proposals by Mayell, Webb & Hart, archi- 

173, Holland Park-ave., W11, for the erection of 
a gs industrial building on the site of No. 261. 
Latimer-rd., W10. 
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Horachuerch.—Houses.—Amended plan of 4 dwell- 
ing houses to be erected in Minster-way, submitted by 
K. I. Joseph, building and land surveyor, 288, High- 
rd., Iiford, has received UDC approval. 


Horachurch.—Houses AnD BuNGaLow.—Approval 
to erection of 3 houses and one bungalow at Nos. 57 
and 61-65, Mill Park-ave., proposed by Chas. Living 
& Son, LRIBA, 233, Leytonstone-rd., E15, has been 
given by UDC. 

Horacherch.—HousmcG.—TP approval given to pro- 
posals by E. E. Cross & Son, builders, 162, Balgores- 
la., Gidea Park, for erection of 7 houses in Cherry 
Tree-la., Rainham. 

Horacherch.—DweitimaG Hovusres.—Erection of § 
houses at Nos. 1-5 on plan, Betterton-rd., and 2 houses 
in Rainham-rd., Rainham, has received UDC’s 
approval. Proposers are Stevens & Copsey, bidrs., 
54a Brentwood-rd., Romford. 

Horacherch.—BUNGALOWS.—Proposals made by 
Jelley (Builders), Ltd., 94, Slewins-la., Hornchurch, 
have received TP approval. They provide for erec- 
tion of 4 bungalows at Nos. 1-4 on plan, Church-rd., 
Harold Wood. 


Horacherch—Dwi Inc Houses.—We regret 
that Mr. L. A. Aves was wrongly associated in our 
issue of May 8 with the erection of 17 dwelling 


houses in Elimer-gdns.. Rainham. This scheme was 
in fact proposed by R. J. Isbell, bidr., 
dr., Romford. 

Lambeth.—Sire AcguisiTion.—Purchase cf site in 
Belmore-st. is recommended by LCC Hsg. Com. for 
clearance and partial redevelopment for housing pur- 
poses. 


72, Harrow- 


Lewisham.—Fiats.—Licence granted to G. I. 
Joyce & Co., Ltd., c/o Wiltshire & Co., 17, Lee 
High-rd., SE13, for erection of 4 flats at site of No. 
65, Burnt Asb-hill. 

Lewisham.—Fiats.—Conversion of No. 13, Cana- 
dian-ave. into 5 flats, proposed by Davies & Strickland, 
civil engineers, 23, St. Stephen’s House, SWI, has 
been given TP approval. 

Lewisham. — Fiats. — Conversion of No. 5, The 
Glebe, into 10 flats, proposed by Bernard W. Clark & 
Ptnrs., 167, Lee High-rd., SE13, has been given TP 
consent. 

Lewisham.—F.Lats.—Proposals for erection of two- 
storey block of 4 flats on site of Nos. 50-54, Tugela- 
st., given TP consent. Proposer is H. G. Payne, 
LRIBA, 35, East-st., Bromiey. 

Lewisham.—Fiats.—BC have no objections in prin- 
ciple to proposals by the Metropolitan Police for erec- 
tion of feupetanes block of flats on site of Nos. 4-9, 
Wemyss-rd. 

Lewisham.—Srre Acoursrrion.—BC to acquire fol- 
lowing sites: Nos. 24-28 (even), 71-79 (odd), Beadnell- 
rd.: Nos. 1-11 (odd), Dalmain-rd.; Nos. 194-196 and 
202-208, Grierson-rd.; 51 and 55, Lewisham-hill; and 
2-16, Marsala-rd. 

Lewisham—Hovusts.—Proposals made by Cyril 
H. Walker, bidr., 60, Longhurst-rd., SE13, for 
erection of six houses at rear of shops, corner of 
Southend-la./Dunfield-rd., have been given TP con- 
sent. 


-—GaracE.—By-law permission has been 
granted to proposals by the Motor Exchange (Leyton- 
stone), Ltd., for erection of a general motor garage 
and service station at 586-588, High-rd., Ell 


Shoreditch.—-Sir AcgursiTion.—BC are to compul- 
sorily purchase for housing purposes the site on west 
side of Hoxton-st., extending from Fanshawe-st. to No. 
77, Hoxton-st. 

South Bank. — REDEVELOPMENT. —- LCC General 

ses Com. recommend the acquisition and demoli- 
tion of part of the Charing Cross railway viaduct 
housing an engine turntable, with reinstatement of the 
main structure, at estimated cost £7,500. 

Walthamstow.—Site AcoursiTion.—BC to acquire 
following sites for housing purposes: land adjoining 34, 
Albion-rd., 22, Vernon-rd., land adjoining 129-135, 


Wood-st. and Matson, the Bridle Paths, 183,193, 
Chingford-rd., 404-420, Forest-rd., 83-93, Jewel-rd. 
and 54-56, Pearl-rd., 137, Hoe-st., 2-30, 1-5, 9-21, 


Evelyn-rd. and 18-28, Rosslyn-rd., land at rear of 19, 
Mill-la. Also the following properties: 16, 30 and 34, 
The Drive, 18, Prospect-hill, 65-73, Gosport-rd. (for 
modernisation by Boro’ A), 19 and 21, East-ave., 55, 


Browns-rd., 14, Ravenswood-rd., 4, Elmfield-rd. 54, 
Nelson-rd., “‘ Tugela.’’ Forest-rise and 44, Coppermill- 
la. 


Walthamstow.—Hoases.—Erection of 3 houses on 
sites of No. 34, 36, 38 and 40, Pentire-rd., proposed by 

. G. Evans, Ltd., 361, Higham Hill-rd.. E17, has 
been given TP permission. 

Walthamstow.—Houses.—Proposals by Ferriman & 
Fliens, bidrs.. Illa, Hoe-st., Ell, for erection of 3 
houses between 258-268, Hale End-rd. has received 
TP permission. 


Watford—Snops AND MAISONETTES.—Erection 
of blocks of shops and maisonettes on Hillside 
estate. Abbots Langley, and Tolpitts-la., Holywell 


site, has been proposed by BS. 

Woolwich.—Communtty CeEntTrRE.—BC are recom- 
mended to appropriate site Nos. 28 to 32, Pendrell-st. 
for the erection of a community centre. 

Woolwich. — Housmnc.-—— BC is considering the 
erection of dwellings in Swingate-la. 

Woolwich—HerattH Centre.—LCC propose to 
acquire site Nos. 33 to 40, Pendrell-st., Plumstead, 
for the purpose of a comprehensive health centre. 


THE BUILDER 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Aberystwyth.—TC propose houses at Penybont West 
site. QS, Stantiall & Parker, 31, Walter-rd., Swansea. 

Alawick.—Reavell & Cahill, Lioyds Bank-chbdrs., 
prepared plans for RDC for 10 houses near Pease-la., 
Alnmouth.—W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans on behalf of Lt.- 
Col. P. S. F. Jackson, Brow Top, Warwick-on-Eden, 
Cumberland, for converting east wing of Felton Hall 
into dwelling-house. 

Amble.—UDC invited G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Orchard House, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. to sub- 
mit tender for erection of 50 ‘‘ No-Fines ’’ houses. 

Bakewell.——-Peak Park Planning Brd. propose pur- 
chase and conversion of Aldern House, Baslow-rd., 
as new offices, £15,000 est. cost. 

akewell.—_RDC approved layout for Litton Housing 
site. 

Bebington.——-Liverpool Reg. Hospital Brd. to pre- 
pare quantities for development of Clatterbridge Gen. 
Hospital. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC approved revised plans 
for six houses in Station-rd., for A. Dawson 
(Estates), Ltd., bldrs.—Plans approved for amenity 
buildings for estates department personnel of ICI, 
Ltd.—UDC to obtain tenders for construction of 
second part of the Causeway, est. cost, £18,000. 

Blackburn.—-TC seek Ministry approval for bus stn. 
at Blakewater site, £30,000 est. cost, and reconstruc- 
tion of Boulevard, £18,000 est. 

Bolton.—-EC to adapt Chadwick Orphanage as sec. 
tech. sch.—BC to prepare estimate for adaptation of 
— Hall Hostel to provide additional accommo- 

ation. - 

Bootle.—BC received approval for development 
plans providing for 4,400 houses during next five years. 
one propose fire service control centre at 

Saul. 

Bridgwater (Somerset).—Quotation from Unity 
Structures, Ltd., being sought by RDC for further 20 
houses on Ringstone site, West Huntspill. 

_ Bridlington.—BC considering construction of open- 
air swimming pool at Queen’s-sq. 

Bromsgrove.—RDC approved plans for extensions 
to Silver-st. sch., Wythall, for Worcs CC. 

Brownhills.—Perfichrone, Ltd., Lichfield, propose 
factory at Lichfield-rd. 

Carlisle—MoE approved erection of Harraby sec. 
mod. sch. in 1955 by EC. J. A. Stow, City E. 

Carlisle.—-TC to negotiate with H. Cartner & Sons, 
Ltd., for 18 bungalows at Harraby neighbourhood 
= and with John Laing & Sons, Ltd., for 17 bunga- 
ows. 

Carlisle.—Licence amounting to £19,700 to be issued 
to Carlisle Football Club for rebuilding of grandstand. 
Architects, Johnston & Wright, 13, Castle-st. 

Carlisle.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital Brd. 
propose erection of nurses’ recreation hall on Cumber- 
land Infirmary, £21,000 est. 

Chester.—IC approved layout for 605 houses at 
Section 4 of Blacon estate. 

Chester-le-Street.—Factory alterations are proposed 
at Barley Mow for S. Talbot (Engineers), Ltd., and 
the firm have prepared their own plans.—Fence Houses 
Brickworks, Ltd., Woodstone Village, Fence Houses, 
are to carry out additions to their Lumley Brickworks 
and have prepared their own plans.—It is proposed to 
convert ballroom into cinema at Church-st., Sacriston, 
for A. & F. Entertainments, Ltd. The architect is 
J. F. Ashworth, Blackhill, Co. Durham.—The Durham 
Coal Board are to erect locomotive sheds at Black- 
house, Blackfell, Birtley. 

_ Cockermouth.—UDC propose housing site, adjoin- 
ing Castlegate and Park-la. 

Coventry.—City C recommended to approve revised 
scheme for omnibus garage in Sandy-la., and apply 
for loan sanction of £130,090 in respect of cost. 3 

Crook and Willington.—UDC bought six acres of 
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land for housing. Council’s architects, T. A. Page 

~~ & Hill, 75, King-st., —_ Se. : 
umberland.—-CC propose eight police ho 

Workington. =e 

Dalton.—UDC propose bus stn. at Tudor-sq.—Ry. 

ceived approval for 14 houses at me estate, 
-~IC to proceed with erection of 

children’s home at Firth Moor and tenders to be jp. 

vited. Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm, Central-bidgs. 

Darlingtoa.—First stage of EC’s proposed College 
of Further Educ., cost £63,750, to be included in nex: 
year’s building programme. ro’ A, E. A. Tom. 
ochm, Central-bidgs. 

Derbys.—Butterley Co., Ltd., to erect 40 flats # 
Ruabon. 

Durham.—-CC to carry out additions to Honghall 
Schoo! of Agriculture. Start likely to be made during 
next financial year. Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Cour. 
la., Durham. 

Easington.—RDC approached MH & LG regarding 
the erection of houses in various villages to replace 
slum property. 

Eccles.—BC to invite tenders for flats at Mill site, 
Church-st. Architect, Frank Bradley, 4, Wood-t., 
Bolton. 

Ennerdale.—RDC propose houses for agricultural 
workers at Beckermet. 

Eston.—UDC to negotiate prices for eight houses in 
Strauss-rd., eight in Jones-rd., and 16 in Passfield- 
cres. Tenders to be invited for further 16 houses ia 
Passfield-cres. S, M. C. Harrison. 

Failsworth.—UDC seek loans of £32,295 for 2 
houses and four bungalows, and £25,136 for 20 houses, 
all at Propps Hall! estate. 

Gateshead.—Extensions to include warehouse and 
store to be built at premises of Shepherd's, Litd., 
High-st. A. Robert Burke, Lambton-rd., Newcastle 
on-Tyne. 

Hyde.—BC S to prepare plans for erection of shops 
with flats over at Harbour Farm estate. 

Jarrow.—TC to build aged persons’ hostel at Leam- 
la. H. W. T. Perkins, BE. 

Leigh.—PC Council of St. Louis, Croft, propose 
new sch., £14,000 est. 

Liverpool.—Reg. Hospital Brd. approved in prin- 
ciple scheme for reorganisation of the kitchen at 
Winwick Hospital, £26,000 est. 

Liverpool.—North-Western Industrial Estates, Ltd., 
pce factory at Huyton, for Huntley & Palmer, 

td. 

Longbenton.—UDC seek loan sanction for £37,600 
for erection of 28 houses on Grange Estate, Forest 
Hall. A. E. Sweetman, UDC S. 

Manchester.—Reg. Hospital Brd. propose following 
schemes:—50-patient ward for Lancaster Moor 
Hospital, £30,000 est.; 44-patient reception unit at 
Prestwich Hospital, £45,000 est.; ‘* Villa unit '’ for 50 
patients at Royal Albert Hospital, Lancaster, £30,000 
est.; two “‘ Villa units '’ for 100 patients, £60,000 est.; 
an extension of engineering services, £30,000 est., at 
Cranage Halil Hospital, Holmes Chapel; 40-patient 
villa at Mary Deady Hospital, Alderley Edge, £25,000 
est.; casualty and X-ray departments at Bury 
Hospital. 

Manchester.—EC approved plans, cty. gram. sch. 
at Poundswick, Wythenshawe.—TC approved plans 
for 50 family-group homes at Greenwood-rd, Wythen- 
shawe, Northenden and Langley.—Propose modernisa- 
tion of approved sch. for boys at Mobberley, Cheshire, 
£34,573 est.—Seek approval for 29 houses, maisonettes 
and flats at Burton-st., Collyhurst, £42,480 est.—l! 
aged persons’ bungalows at Peel Hall neighbourhood 
unit, Wythenshawe, £11,598 est.—Nine aged persons 
dwellings at Hillside estate, Blackley, £10,012 est. _ 

Manchester.—Reg. Hospital Brd. to go ahead with 
following schemes:—Conversion of canteen to provide 
clinical accommodation at Bolton Dist. Gen. Hospital; 
new workshop at Birch Hill, Rochdale. 

Middlesbrough.—TC to acquire land west of Marton- 
rd. for erection of another 440 houses. J. A. Kenyon, 


BE. 

Middlesbrough.—TC plan erection of 11 shops and 
houses in Westerdale-rd.. Berwick Hills, cost £46,000. 
No contracts let. J. A. Kenyon, Municipal-bldgs., BE. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans by G. H. Tyndall, 6, 
Windsail-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne 3, for social club on 
Montague Estate have been approved. Plans by 
Robert Burke, Lambton-rd., for RC Church in 
Manchester-rd. have been approved. Plans by City 
A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, for 153 houses 
at Kenton for the City C have been approved 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Fresh tenders to be considered 
by EC for new £140,000 Stocksfield-ave. cty.. prim. 
sch., and contract will be let within few weeks. 
Architects, P. L. Browne, Son & Harding, Pear!-bi.izs.. 
Northumberland-st., and quantity surveyors, J 
Summers & Partners, 33, Jesmond-rd., Newcastic 
_ Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C to carry out al'cra- 
tions to Elswick library to plans by City Estate and 
Property  S.—Newcastle Reg. Hospital rd. 

Dunira,”’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle, to place contract 
for converting nurses’ home at Walkergate Hospital 
into headquarters for Board’s staff. P. H. Knigh ‘oa, 
Board's Chief A. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC received loan sanc.on, 
£229,488 for proposed Rutherford gram. sch. 

North Shields.—Houseman & Thompson, | ‘4. 
Jesmond-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, considering ere (00 
of factory at Howdon-rd. 

Northwich.—R DC approved erection of telep nt 
exchange opposite Withens-la., for MoW 

Nottingham.—Aristoc, Ltd., Propose extension: 0 
factory. 

Nottingham.—Mitchells & Butlers, Ltd., Birming- 
ham, propose inn at Derby-rd., Lenton Abbey. Arch 
tects, Everlin & Darbyshire, 3, College-st., Notting). ™. 

Nottingham.—CC have decided to extend housing 
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ract on Fernwood > a by 96 houses (£138,304) 

10 garages (£1, 

Oldham.—New a a8 Proposed at Fitton Hill 
ate by B T. Sumner Smith & Partners, 4, 
St. Anne’s-sq., ee 

Oswaldtwistle.—UDC to 
Thwaites-rd., Whiteash estate. 

Penrith.—_UDC approved plans for community 

tre at De Whelpdale-la. 

~ Ploughley.—RDC agreed to issue block licence to 
Tayior Woodrow Homes, Ltd., for further 12 houses 
on the Oxford Garden City estate, Kidlington. 

Rotherham.—Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. to nego- 
tiate with Ackroyd & Abbott, Ltd., Sheffield, for 
Stage 11 of improvements at Oakwood Hal! Hospital. 

Salford.—TC received approval for extensions, 
terations to Non-Conformists’ Chapel at Agecroft 

Cemetery to form crematorium. 

Sedgley. —UDC to invite tenders for first stage of 
housing scheme at Monument-la. site.—Surveyor to 
prepare plans for 12 flats at Gibbons Hill-rd.— 
Approved layout 78 houses at Stickley-la. No. 2 site 

) be erected by Gregory Construction Co., Ltd. 

South Shields—-MH & LG approved TC’s Tyne 
Dock (No. 1) Compulsory Purchase Order. 

South Shields.—TC to sell 7,300 sq yd. of land to 
C W. Taylor & Son, ironfounders, Templetown, for 
proposed foundry extensions. 

Stafford.—BC to negotiate tender with George Wim- 
pey & Co., Ltd., London, for 300 houses at Highfield 
estate. 

Stafford.—BC propose three-storey block of flats be- 
tween John Amery-dr. and Burton Manor-rd., Manor 
estate. 

Staffs. ~eFl propose extensions at Stafford Rising 
Brook CP sc 

Stack vert TC approved plans for 20 houses at 
Crescent Park site, Didsbury-rd., for Fieldhouse & 
Ross, Ltd., 80, Coupland-st., Manchester. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—EC received approval for exten- 
sions to North Staffordshire tech. col., £220,000 est. 

Sunderland.—Working drawings and specifications 
prepared on behalf of MoF for large abattoir. 

Sunderland.—_W. & T. R. Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., 
architects for rebuilding war-damaged offices in Faw- 
cett-st., for Sunderland Working Men’s Building 
Society.—Plans prepared by Matkin & Hawkins, Bar- 
clays Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., Sunderland, for cock- 
tail bar at ‘* Barnes Hotel,’’ Durham-rd., for J. Calder, 
Ltd., and four houses in Ludlow-rd., for J. Prentice, 

ldr., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—-TC Estates Com. approved type plans 
for 1,259 houses proposed to be built at Grindon 
Village. Boro’ A, C. Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd. 

Sunderland.—TC urged to build 586 houses on north 
ide of town, and 1,172 on south side. Boro’ A, H. C. 
Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—Pians for proposed £17.000 clinic in 
Charles-st., for RSPCA approved by TC. Architect, 
J. Wilks, 29, King-st., South Shields. 

Tarleton, —Managers of Holy Trinity Day sch. pro- 
pose extensions. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—BE, P. Brown, prepared sketch 
plans for development land rear of Stafford Villa.— 
Pians prepared for council houses at corner of Lane- 
house-rd. / Imperial-ave. 

Tynemouth.—Working drawings and quantities to be 
prepared for Monkhouse cty. prim. sch. for EC. BE, 
5. Prag O’herlihy, 16, Northumberland-sq., North 

melds 

Wallsend.—Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson, 
Ltd., shipbuilders, considering erection of dry dock 
capable of accommodating ships of 40,000 tons dw. 

Warrington.—-BC propose extensions to Orford and 
Longford neighbourhood unit by erection of further 


co 


erect 119 houses at 


1,000 houses. 

Warrington.—RDC approved plan for demolition of 
present premises and erection of club for Burtonwood 
Catholic Club. 

Warrington. —Joseph Crosfield & Sons, Ltd., pro- 
Pose extensions costing several hundred thousand 


pounds to catalyst plant. 

West Lancs.—RDC to acquire site of agricultural 
hostel at Chapel-la., Hesketh Bank, for housing pur- 
poses 

_, Whitworth. —Lancs CC received approval for erec- 

mn of branch library at Shawforth. 

; - Wigton. —RDC approved revised layout for 154 
houses at Stage 11 of the Western Bank estate. 

_ Wiltshire.—Standing Joint Com. agreed that site at 
the Butts. Westbury, be purchased for erection of 
police houses. 

Wores.—CC approved expenditure £120,000 for 

ction of 54 police houses on various sites. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
' Cece: provisionally accepted. 
- Jenotes recommended for acceptance. 
: Denctes accepted subject to modification. 
De — ‘accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Abingdon.—Erection of 16 houses at 
‘gpuize for RDC. *S. G. Bowler, 
222 ) 


= Aldershot.—(a) 132 flats, and (b) site works on land 


Kingston 


B Faringdon, 


y Denmark-sq., for BC. BE&S. (a): *T. Hodgson 
(Builders), Ltd., Pennfield, York-cres., Aldershot, 
£187,498: (b): *Frank Eve, AMIStructE, 19, Cotten- 


ham Park-rd., Wimbledon, London, SW20, £8,128. 
Amesbary.——Erection of 30 houses at Durrington 
od site works for RDC. *Sims Bros., £44,057 

& Birmingham.—Erection of Bournville tech. sch. for 
ys, for EC: *W. J. Whittall & Sons, Ltd., 132, 
Lancaster-st., Birmingham, £120,899. 


Erection of 


THE BUILDER 


Bromford prim. jun. sch.: 


*T. iene 
Birmingham, £35,687. oy Eas. 


Erection of Hawkesley Farm 
prim. and inf. sch.: *F. Leeley, Ltd., 210, High-st., 
Harborne, £27,463. Additional classrooms at High- 
field a: * Bristol Acroplane Co., Ltd. 

—Erection of six houses on the 
housing site, for UDC: *R. Brown & Sons, Ltd., 
Lord-st., South Shields, £7,878. 

Bolton.—Erection of Oldhams-la. CP sch., for _ 
*W. Lionel Gray (1933), Ltd., Hospital-bidgs., 
ley, Farnworth. 12 houses at Long-la. estate, “an 
BC: *Drapers, Ltd., Tonge ie eae rd., Bolton. 20 
bungalows at Green-la. estate: . Lionel Gray, Ltd., 
Mus) (al-O1dgs., Variey, oo 

y Hill.—100 houses at Lower Bromiley estate, 
for TC: *S. J. Smith (Bidford), Ltd., £131,564. 58 
houses at Harrison-rd.: *Joseph Webb & Co., Ltd., 
£36,086. 

Baxton.—Reconstruction of staircase at Clarendon 
House, Devonshire Royal Hospital, for Manchester 
Reg. Hospital Brd.: *John Boyle, Ltd., Market-st., 
Buxton, £5,188, 

Chester.—98 houses and 12 Unity flats at Blacon 
et oo TC: *Richard Costain, Ltd., Liverpool, 

Coline Valley.—30 houses at Corn Mill Field off 
Stockerhead-la., Slaithwaite, for UDC: ‘*Holroyd, 
Brook & Eagland, Ltd., Slaithwaite, £40,629. 

Corby.—-Erection of new gram. sch., for Northants 
CC: *Robert Marriott, Ltd., Rushden. 

Glasgow.—Corporation has accepted tender for the 
various works in connection with The Dovehill sch. 


kitchen. John MacNab (F), architect, 129, Bath-st., 
oa *Robert Rodgerson & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 


Haydock.—36 houses on Church-rd. site, for UDC. 
R. Main, AIAS, E&S: *J. W. Liptrot & Co., Ltd., 
Brook-la., Pemberton, nr. Wigan. 

Huntingdon.—Four houses and two bungalows at 
Upwood, for RDC. K. Milner, LRIBA, 4, Market- 
hill, Huntingdon:— 


Richardson’s Construction, Ltd., Ramsey, 

Hunts .. £11,241 
Stanley Brawn, Ltd., Huntingdon 9,822 
L. Murphy, Harrow, Middlesex 9,325 
*G. B. Brudenell, Ltd., Godmanchester, Hunts 9.302 


Leicester.—34 houses at Braunstone estate, for TC: 


*G. W. & R. Rudkin Bros., Ltd., 3. Ainsdale-rd., 
£40,151. 18 houses: *H. Hardbattle, 55, Barkley-rd., 
Leicester. 


{London (Air Ministry).—List of contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended July 4:— 

Artificer’s work: F. Labbett & Sons, Nottingham: 
Ernest Coleman, Ltd., East Kirkby, Notts. Building 
work: J. M. Jones & Sons (Builders), Ltd., Maiden- 
head; Farrans, Ltd., Belfast. Construction of con- 
crete apron: Farrans, Ltd., Belfast. Erection of 
hutting: Orlit, Ltd.. Colnbrook, Bucks. Erection oj 
garages: Ernest Batley, Ltd., Coventry. 

LCC.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value placed 
by LCC during the period June 3 to 26:— 

Electrical installation at Rotherhithe prim. sch., Ber- 


mondsey: *Fullick & Loosley, Ltd., £2,842. Repairs 
and redecoration at Mowlem prim. sch., Bethnal 
Green: *Kind & Co. (Builders), Ltd., £5,890. Re- 


pairs and redecoration at St. Marylebone gram. sch.: 
*H. Meckhonik, Ltd., £5,016. Repairs to partition 
walls and floors at Credon sec. boys’ sch., Camber- 
well: *Heath Estates (Builders), Ltd., £2,856. Elec- 
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trical installation at Sellincourt . sch., Wands- 
o— *H. A. Lamb & Sons, Ltd., £3,491. Renewal 

installation at Central 


oak Se ee 
School of Arts and Crafts: *H. A. Lamb & 
Ltd., £3,542. Construction of blocks 
: and maisonet 


Conversion o two offices, Green Police 
Station: * (Builders), Lid.. £648. 
{Leadon (MOW).—Contracts by MOW 
during week ended June 27:— : 
London: Northumberland House, SWI, 
or accommodation, Clemens Bros., 77, Derby- 
rd., E?; GO, gem Swi, 
floor level, John Laing & Son Ltd., Mill _ oe 
Milford House, W12, internal decorations, 
Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., i4i, einen = a wi2. 
Berkshire: Head Post Office, bury, ations and 
extensions to sorting office and telephone ¢ " 
W. E. Chivers & Sons, .. Devizes, W 


Glamorganshire: M/L NSHC, Clasemont 
Moniston, internal redecoration, P. & L. F. Austin, 
Ltd., 128, Eaton-cres., Uplands, Swansea. —— 
Worcester Park BO, alterations and additions, 

& Co., Ltd., Merton High-st., SW19. mom 
Erection of SO and garage, Haymills (Contractors), 
Ltd., Hanger Green, Western-ave., W5. 

€London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 

Corns Seen ies ceaaie. Wi & 3. Glen, Ui, 

ire: 

York. Nottinghamshire: Building, George Cooper 
(Builders, Nottm.), Ltd., Nottingham. g 
Painting, F. Labbett & Sons, Nottingham. Kent: 
Road repairs, A. H. Hooker & Sons, Ltd., Leeds, 
Kent; Buildi work, William Dunk, Ltd., 

stone. London: Building work, James Stewart & 
Williams, Ltd., Tottenham, NIS. Suffoik: Pile 
driving, Farrans (London), Ltd., London, WI. 
Staffordshire: Building, G. 
Derby. Renfrewshire: 
Gibson & Co. (Builders), Ltd., Paisley. 

.—Erection of a new police section 

at Oldham-rd., for TC: *Direct Labour. a _~ 
TC:—Nine at Hillside estate, Blackley, 
persons’ dwellings at Peel Hall extension, 
and 29 at Burton-st., Newtown: ‘*Direct abou 
Houses at Langley estate: *W. Hodgkinson, Ltd., Bux- 
ton (124); *A. Wallwork. Ltd., Stretford (120); oF. 
Cannon & Sons, Ltd., Manchester (98); *Poole & 
Foster, Ltd., Manchester (96); *T. Costello, Litd., 
Stockport (148); *W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd.. 
Nottingham (241). 

Milarow.—46 houses at Bentgate estate, for UDC: 
$3. Gerrard, T bed Swinton, Manchester. 

Newark. —Extensions at Sconce Hills sec. mod. sch.: 
*W. Foster & Sons, Northgate, Newark, £41,740. 

Newbury.—Six old peopic’s dwellings at ‘Southend, 
Cold Ash, for RDC. Bloyd, Robson & Paul, archi- 
Nicholas House, West Milis, Newbury:— 

C. Mizen, Ltd., Great Shefford, Newbury £9,023 

A. Blake & Sons, Bath-rd., Padworth .. 8,116 
*Cooke Bros., Ltd., Northbrook-st., Newbury 7, 150 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Co-op. Society to build a 
messroom at Darnell-st., Newcastle: *Works Dept., 
Co-op. Society, Claremont-rd., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—-Alterations to Pendower open- 
air sch., for EC: *Elliott Bros., Otterburn-ter., New- 
castle, £5,466 (revised tender). 

Notts.—Erection of Hucknall Ruffs Farm sec. mod. 
sch., for CC: *J. W. Stamp & Co., Ltd., om 
£135,357; Col lingham sec. mod. sch.: *C. 

& Son, Collingham, £11,822. 

Penrith.—Houses for RDC:—14 at Little Salkeld 
and two at Kirkland: *J. Kitchen, Penrith; four at 
Cattergien: *J. G. Heath, Penrith. 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 
tracts Placed by the Scottish Special Housing Associa- 
tion, Ltd. between May 20 and June 24. 


House Erection 
Kirkcaldy (26 Trad.), John Best, Ltd., 
Kirkcaldy, excavation mason and brick. 
Auchenback, Barrhead (52 Miller), Jas. Miller & 
Partners, 18, George-st., Edinburgh, all trades. 15-21, 
Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh, SE Scotland Electricity 
Board, Edinburgh, conversion of elect. supply | ; 


Valley-gdns., 
304, High-st., 


point. Sighthill, Edinburgh (4 demonstration), 
Flooring, Ltd., 29/39, So. Clerk-st., Edinburgh, 
flooring. Laighstonehall, Hamilton (60 Miller), Jas. 


Miller & Partners, Edinburgh, all trades. Magdalene’s 
Kirkton, Dundee (100 timber and 20 Atholl). Barnet 
& Morton, 192/196, High-st., Kirkcaldy, fencing. 
Almada-st., Hamilton (108 Miller), Jas. Miller & 
Partners, Edinburgh. all trades. Loanhead, Midlothian 
(6 unknown), Scottish Gas Board, 15, Calton Hill, 
Edinburgh, gas services. Bypass-rd., Beith (44 timber), 
Scottish Gas Board, Johnstone, gas services. Girvan 

Toffolo Jackson & Co., Ltd., 


(4 Trad.), 100, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow, floor finish. Newbattle (182 Ne- 
fines) Scottish Gas Board, Calton Hill, Edinburgh, 
gas. Newhbattie (194 No-fines), Scottish Gas Board, 
Calton Hill, Edinburgh, gas. Newbattle (698 No-fines), 
SE Scotland Elect Board, Musselburgh, electrical. 
Aberdour-rd., Dunfermline (202 Cruden), Scottish 
Gas Board, Dunfermiine, gas. Torygien, Glasgow 
(220 Trad.), R. K ie & . Ltd., 304, 


— (4 timber-saving), W ‘a. 
-st., 


Edinburgh, 
Trad.), Toffolo Jackson & Co., Ltd., 110, 
Regent-st., Glasgow, floor finish. 
Work undertaken - SSHA Direct 


Organisation. 


Servicin: 
Carmuirs, Falkirk 0 Dunedin), Newbattie. Mid- 
lothian (414 Various), Telford-rd., Edinburgh (308 


Labour 
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No-fines), Mains of Fintry, Dundee (No-fines), Vogrie- 
rd., Gorebridge (122 Cruden), Rosebery-ave., Queens- 
ferry (32 Miller). 


House Erection 
Toryglen, Glasgow (96 Trad.), all trades except 
electrical & plumber. Torygien, Glasgow (260 Trad.), 
all trades except electrical & plumber. 
houses at Stickley-la. No. 1 site, for 
UDC: *Tomlinson Bros., Ltd., Bilton-st., Sedgley 
Shardiow.—26 houses at Station-rd. site, for RDC: 


*Pearman & Wade, Ltd 
Colleges of Technology and 








Sheffield.—First stage, 








Commerce, Pond-st., for City C. Gollins, Melvin, 
Ward & Partners, architects, 21, Russell-sq.. WC1. 
antities by Thos. Barrett, Sons & Partners:— 
arsiag, Ltd., Rotherham... £135,423 
Ruddock & Meighan, es Wealdstone 130,185 
G. Longden & Son, , Sheffield 1 107,473 
J. Childs, Sheffield 4 . wi 99,166 
W. G. Robson, Ltd., Sheffield 6 94,000 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup... 87,123 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Sheffield 8 80,436 
*Public Works Dept., Surrey-st., Sheffield 1 78,302 
Sheffield.—269 dwellings on Greenhill estate, scheme 
No. 2, for City C. City A.:— 
Reeves Charlesworth, Ltd. . £349,190 
H. Dernie & Sons, Ltd. 348,283 
J. W. Sivil, Ltd. ; ; 348,155 
Public Works Dept. i 346,601 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), ‘Ltd. 343,705 
Ackroyd & Abbott, Ltd... 335,904 
*Bailey & Martyn, Ltd. 334,158 


Shettleston.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
tions to the United Glass Bottle Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., which are to be erected at Old Shettleston-rd.: 
*P. & R. Fleming & Co., Ltd., Kelvin Works, Dum- 
barton-rd., Glasgow. 

South Shields.—Erection of 102 houses on the 
Simonside estate, for TC. John Reid, BE: *William 
Leech, Ltd., Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £125,514. 

Senderland.—Erection of 14 houses in Nilverton- 


BUILDERS 


The Largest Individually 





. . : ave. Architects, J. Potts & Son, 57, John-st., Sunder- 

Representative Organisation land: *Stewarts (Sunderland), Lid., Richard-ave., 
° . Sunderland. 

in the Kingdom Walsall.—126 houses and eight shops with maison- 
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STEEL- CRETE 


We have the following Branches in the 
Eastern Counties :— 












Bedford Berkhamstead 

Cambridge Colchester & Clacton 

East Herts Gt. Yarmouth SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 

Ipswich Kettering HAVE BANISHED ALL TRO TROUBLES 

Lowestoft Luton 

=— =< | FLOON 

Rayleigh Rushden 

Sheringham Southend-on-Sea Inspect ene that has withstood 

Spalding Wellingborough HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 
eo he eT ee ee and consult 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: 
£5.5.0 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, Londen, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 





Co. (Welvertaeneey ee 29, Waterloo-rd., 








July 10 1953 


ettes over at Gipsy-la. estate, for BC: *Rog 
Downes, Ltd., 115, Walsall-rd., ‘Aldridge, £197,155, 

Warwick. pay | bungalows at Mi! ton and Burns-ave, 
for TC. R. Wormeil, AMICE, BE&s: 

Turriff Construction ‘Corp. Lid., Warwick. . £13,4% 
Sayce Bros. & Co., Leamington Spa. 12. 
*S. G. Marsh, Birmingham P 12,51 

West ‘ord.—20 old people’s dwellings x 
Edwalton estate, for UDC. R. Dewsberry, MiMunk 
AMTPI, E&S.: *W. R. Bloodworth & Sons, 23, Wi 
ford-la., West Bridgford, £22,576. 

West Bromwich.—Houses for BC: 
12 maisonettes at Stone Cross estate: adnick 
& Sons, Ltd., Tasker-st., Walsall, £204,100. 1, ¥ 
flats and 30 maisonettes at Yew Tree estate: *Eadie & 
Wok 
verhampton, £161, houses and 16 flats and 
16 a persons’ Sones *Direct Labour, £8739 
and £19,560. 

West Hartlepool.—Erection of 60 flats betwee 
Lambton-st. and Catherine-st., for TC. Boro’ 4 
A. G. Sinclair: *C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villiers-st., Wey 
Hartlepool. 

Wiltshire.—Erection of three pairs of police houses 
on the Wilton-rd. site, *J. T. Parsons and Son, Lid, 
Salisbury, £20,957. 
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THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING CL 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
Melticl hick Matis: 


TEL{; LOUGHTON 5022 





Prompt and efficient assistance for any 
Member in difficulty. Periodic Bulletins 
giving vital information. 


Patent 
“Air Pump” 


Boyle's Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2679 








Apply to:— 
G. M. Willis, Regional Secretary, 
53, Hills Road, Cambridge 
Telephone: Cambridge 58597 


























WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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